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single-use plastic, says 
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US Open summit clash 

Page 18 


DELHI 

CITY EDITION 

20 pages • f 10.00 



COIMBATORE ■ BENGALURU ■ HYDERABAD 


NOIDA ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ T H I R U VA N A N T H A P U R A M 


VIJAYAWADA ■ MANGALURU ■ Tl RUCHIRAPALLI 


MALAPPURAM 



31 moves court for 
immoning Kalyan 

IKNOW 

ie CBI on Monday moved a 


ecial court here trying 
e Babri Masjid demolition 
nspiracy case involving 
rmer Deputy Prime 
nister L.K. Advani and 
her BJP stalwarts, for 
mmoning former Rajasthan 
jvernor Kalyan Singh to 
and trial in the case. 
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iven 1984 riot cases 
ibe reopened 

W DELHI 

eSpecial Investigation 
am under the Union Home 
nistry has decided to 
open investigations in 
ven anti-Sikh riot cases of 
84 in which trial had been 
mpleted and cases closed as 
e accused were discharged. 
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Automobile sales still in free fall 

Offtake of commercial vehicles, an index of economic activity, tumbles 39% 


YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

NEW DELHI 

Continuing the free fall, au¬ 
tomobile sales in the coun¬ 
try declined by 23.55% in 
August 2019 - the worst 
drop in monthly sales since 
the Society of Indian Auto¬ 
mobile Manufacturers 
(SIAM) started recording 
wholesale vehicle sales data 
in 1997-98. 

This follows the steepest 
sales decline of 18.71% in 
nearly 19 years in July 2019 
witnessed by the industry 
reeling under a prolonged 
demand slump, mainly due 
to poor consumer sentiment 
amid slowing economic 
growth. 

The vehicle sales across 
categories stood at about 
18.21 lakh units in the last 
month, down from over 
23.82 lakh units in August 
2018, according to data re¬ 
leased on Monday. 

Domestic passenger vehi¬ 
cle sales, which comprise 
cars, utility vehicles and 




Graph shows year-on-year change in sales compared to the same month in the previous year 
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August marks 
the tenth 
consecutive 
month of 
decline 


Source: 
Society of Indian 
Automobile 
Manufacturers 


Passenger 
car sales in 
August 2019 
fell by 41.09% 
compared 
to the same 
month in the 
previous year, 
registering 
the steepest 
monthly fall 

Fall in 


Downhill 

drive 


passenger 
vehicle sales in 


The automobile 
industry, which has 
been forced to resort 
to job cuts due to tepid 
demand, has registered 
the worst drop in 
monthly sales since 
1997-98 in August 2019 


vans, contracted for the 
tenth straight month to 
about 1.96 lakh units down 
31.6% from about 2.87 lakh 
units in August 2018. Sales of 
vans and cars were badly 
hit, falling over 47% to 9,089 


units and 41% to nearly 1.16 
lakh units, respectively. Util¬ 
ity vehicle sales fell 2.20% to 
71,478 units. 

Commercial vehicle sales 
- which are usually seen as 
an indicator of the economic 


activity in the country - 
tumbled nearly 39% to 
51,897 units. 

CONTINUED ON ► PAGE 12 
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UNHRC asks India to end lockdown in J&K 


ander ‘tilted’ 
lot broken, 
ays ISRO 

IES S TRUST OF INDIA 

1NGALURU 

iandrayaan-2’s lander Vik- 
m is unbroken but lying 
ted on the surface of the 
oon after a hard landing 
;ry close to the scheduled 
uchdown site, an ISRO offi- 
al said on Monday. 

INTINUED ON ► PAGE 12 


KALL OL BHATTACHERJEE 

NEW DELHI 

The UN Human Rights Coun¬ 
cil urged India on Monday to 
end the lockdown in Kash¬ 
mir and restore basic com¬ 
munication services. 

Delivering the opening 
statement, UN High Com¬ 
missioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet cited the 
situation in Kashmir and As¬ 
sam, where lakhs have been 
excluded from the National 


Register of Citizens, and 
asked the Centre to “res¬ 
pect” civil rights. 

“I am deeply concerned 
about the impact of recent 
actions by the Government 
of India on the human rights 
of Kashmiris, including res¬ 
trictions on internet com¬ 
munications and peaceful 
assembly, and the detention 
of local political leaders and 
activists,” said Ms. Bachelet, 
while addressing the 42nd 


Session of the HRC. 

India ended the special 
status for the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir guaranteed un¬ 
der Article 370 of the Consti¬ 
tution and put the newly 
created UT in a state of inde¬ 
finite curfew. Following the 
declaration, UN Security 
Council held a special con¬ 
sultation on the situation in 
the territory on August 16. 

“I have appealed particu¬ 
larly to India to ease the cur¬ 


rent lockdowns or curfews; 
to ensure people’s access to 
basic services; and that all 
due process rights are res¬ 
pected for those who have 
been detained. It is impor¬ 
tant that the people of Kash¬ 
mir are consulted and en¬ 
gaged in any decision¬ 
making processes that have 
an impact on their future,” 
said Ms. Bachelet. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


SBI lending 
rate cut by 10 
basis points 


Amit Shah allays 
fears over new 
Citizenship Bill 

‘Rights of indigenous people are safe’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

State Bank of India (SBI), 
the country’s largest len¬ 
der, on Monday reduced its 
benchmark lending rate - 
the MCLR - by 10 basis 
points (bps). With this cut, 
the one year MCLR of the 
bank, to which most loan 
rates are linked, will be 
8.15% with effect from 
Tuesday. 

The move will benefit all 
the existing SBI customers 
having home, auto and any 
other category of loans 
that are linked to the mar¬ 
ginal cost of fund based 
lending rate (MCLR). The 
rate cut is aimed at boost¬ 
ing loan demand in this fes¬ 
tive season. 

This is the fifth rate cut 
by the SBI this financial 
year. The bank has cut its 
MCLR by 40 bps since 
April. 

The RBI has reduced the 
key policy rate or the repo 
rate by 110 bps between Fe¬ 
bruary and August to boost 
slowing growth. The cen¬ 
tral bank has expressed 
displeasure at banks for 
not passing on the reduc¬ 
tion in rates to customers. 

SBI has also reduced re¬ 
tail fixed deposit rates by 
20-25 bps and bulk deposit 
rates by 10-20 bps across 
various tenures due to sur¬ 
plus liquidity and falling in¬ 
terest rates, the bank said 
in a statement. The peak 
FD rate for retail customers 
(on deposits upto t2 crore) 
is 6.5% for maturities of 1 
year to less than 2 years. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Monday said the 
people of the northeast had 
nothing to fear from a fresh 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill the Centre may push 
through. 

The Centre’s bid to pass 
such a Bill in January had 
triggered widespread prot¬ 
ests across the northeastern 
States as it sought to legiti¬ 
mise the stay of allegedly 
persecuted non-Muslim mi¬ 
grants from India’s neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Mr. Shah was addressing 
fears expressed by the Chief 
Ministers of the region and 
the “spillover effect” of As¬ 
sam’s National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) at the fourth 
conclave of the North East 
Democratic Alliance (NE- 
DA), a forum of anti-Con- 
gress parties helmed by the 
BJP. 

‘Article 371 intact’ 

“The Citizenship Bill will not 
violate Article 371 that is ap¬ 
plicable in the northeast. It 
will not affect any rights of 
the indigenous people, nor 
will it affect the Inner-Line 
Permit,” he said. Any visitor 
to Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo¬ 
ram and Nagaland need to 
possess the permit for tem¬ 
porary stay. Manipur and 
Meghalaya have been de- 



Amit Shah leaving the 
Kamakhya temple in 
Guwahati. ■ ritu raj konwar 


manding such a permit. 

Mr. Shah also pointed out 
that the proposed Bill had 
December 31, 2014, as the 
cut-off date and no one ar¬ 
riving after this date would 
be given citizenship. But he 
said the Centre would not 
let any illegal immigrants 
come in from neighbouring 
countries. 

Meghalaya Chief Minister 
Conrad K. Sangma had ear¬ 
lier told him that the north¬ 
eastern States feel the Citi¬ 
zenship Bill would threaten 
their existence and urged 
him to take all the political 
partners of the BJP into con¬ 
fidence before bringing in 
the legislation again. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Was harassed at IGIA: 
disability rights activist 

‘CISF staff forced me to stand up for security check’ 


DELHI TODAY 


Talk: Panel discussion and perform¬ 
ance based on the new book "Break¬ 
ing Paths: Stories of Women Who 
Dared" authored by Meera Khanna. 
Panelists: Renuka Narayanan, journ¬ 
alist and writer; and Meera Khanna, 
author and gender rights activist. 
Moderator: Prof. Malashri Lai, 
writer, academician, critic and ed¬ 
itor. The discussion will be followed 
by a Bharatanatyam presentation 
"Swashakt" by Rama Vaidyanathan 
at Multipurpose Hall, India Interna¬ 
tional Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m. 

Talk: Lecture on "Farm to Table: Our 
Future Food Needs" by Dipankar 
Mukherjee, Co-Founder, Behetar 
Zinda Pvt. Ltd at Conference Room - 
I, IIC, 6:30 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Eternal Reminis¬ 

cence", a solo painting exhibition by 
Hem Raj at Visual Arts Gallery, India 
Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. 

Exhibition: Janus Art Gallery 
presents "Kala Bhavana: The Legacy 
of Ingenuity" a group art show by the 
students of Kala Bhavana at Shrid- 
harani Art Gallery, Triveni Kala 
Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhifaffhehindu.co.in) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A U.S. resident and disability 
rights activist was allegedly 
subjected to harassment by 
a CISF staff at the IGI airport 
during security check on 
Monday. 

Virali Modi who was tra¬ 
velling to Mumbai from IGI 
Terminal 3 lodged a com¬ 
plaint with senior CISF offic¬ 
ers alleging ill treatment by 
its security staff at the air¬ 
port. She also posted it on 
the social media. 


I kept explaining to 
the staff that I 
could not walk or 
stand due to an 
injury. This is the 
second time the 
CISF has been 
insensitive 
towards me and 
my disability. Is 
this how you treat 
people with 
disabilities? 

VIRALI MODI 

U.S. resident and disability rights 



did a manual check and let 
her go. 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


E-TENDER NOTICE FOR 
DIFFERENT ELECTRICAL WORKS 

DRM (Electrical)/TRD/ECR/Dhanbad for 
and behalf of the President of India 
invites e-tender for execution of the work 
indicated as under. 

E-Tender No: TRD/OT/16/PF/ KLRE/ 
2019-20 SI. No. 01. Name of work with 
location and Completion of work : (i) 

OHE modification work in connection 
with "Extension of platforms at KLRE and 
MGME station with all required 
passenger amenities in the section of 
ADEN/LTHR. (ii) OHE Modification work 
in connection with "Extension of 
platforms at NVA, MMLN, CTQ and DMX 
station with all required passenger 
amenities in the section of ADEN/ LTHR. 
(iii) OHE modification work in connection 
with "Extension of platforms at RCGT, 
BENDI, & KMND station with all required 
passenger amenities in the section of 
ADEN/LTHR. (iv) OHE modification 
work in connection with "Extension of 
platforms at HHG and CPDR station with 
all required passenger amenities in the 
section of ADEN/ DTO" (v) OHE 
modification work in connection with 
"Extension of platforms at BRWD, KCKI, 
MAZ, CNF & Kajri station with all 
required passenger amenities in the 
section of ADEN/DTO (vi) OHE 
modification work in connection with 
"Extension of platforms at RHR, TRZ & 
Lalgarh Bihar halt station with all 
required passenger amenities in the 
section of ADEN/DTO (Completion 
period 09 (Nine) months) 02. Approx, 
cost of the work : Rs. 2,40,80,720.09/- 
(Cost of e-tender form Rs. 10000/-) 03. 
Earnest money to be deposited : Rs. 
2,70,400/- 04. Date & Time for 
submission of closing and opening of 
E-Tender : Closing of E-Tender - On 
01.10.2019 at 11.00 hrs. Opening of E- 
Tender-On 01.10.2019at 11.30 hrs. 05. 
Website particulars. : Website : 
www.ireps.gov.in Manual tender offer 
note accepted under e-tender 

DivI.Railway Manager (Elect.) I TRD 
East Central Railway, Dhanbad 
PR/01179/DHN/ELEC/ T/19-20/60 


Spinal injury 

She alleged that she had sur¬ 
rendered her wheelchair at 
the check-in counter, specifi¬ 
cally telling the staff that she 
was unable to walk or stand 
due to a spinal injury in 
2006. The staff had assigned 
a helper till my seat on the 
flight. 

“When I went for security 
check, one of the CISF wo¬ 
men started forcing me to 
stand up. When I told her I 
could not walk or stand, she 
started making a scene,” Ms. 


activist 

Modi said in her complaint. 

“I kept explaining to her 
and the staff that I could not 
walk or stand due to an inju¬ 
ry in 2006. This is the se¬ 
cond time the CISF has been 
insensitive towards me and 
my disability. Even the as¬ 
signed helper was trying to 
explain my condition but the 
woman was being rude. Is 
this how you treat people 
with disabilities?” she men¬ 
tioned in her complaint. 

Finally, a staff member 


Looking into matter 

Responding to the com¬ 
plaint, CISF chief spokesper¬ 
son Anil Pandey said that 
they are looking into the 
matter. A senior CISF officer 
at the IGI airport has spoken 
to the complainant and ex¬ 
tended full cooperation. 

“Everyday, more than 100 
differently abled passengers 
pass through security check 
at the airport. We always 
help such passengers with 
the requests they make,” 
said Mr. Pandey. 



Man alleges daughter 
killed for dowry 


NEW DELHI 

A 63-year-oLd man filed a 
case on Monday against his 
daughter's in-laws for 
allegedly killing her for dowry 
in Rohini's Kanjhawala, the 
police said. In his complaint, 
he stated that her in-laws 
used to torture her. pti 


SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED 


General public is hereby informed that 
one boy namely Ravi Kumar Verma 
S/o Lt. Ashok Kumar R/o Bal Sahyog, 

Connaught Circus, New Delhi, has been 
missing/kidnapped from the area of 
RS. Barakhamba Road, Delhi since 
26.04.2016. In this regard, a case FIR 
No. 82/16, dated 29.04.2016 has been 
registered at P.S. Barakhamba Road, 

Delhi. The description of the missing/ 
kidnapped boy is as under 
Age: 17 Years, Complexion: Wheatish, 

Height: 5'5”, Face: Long, Wearing: Blue colour T-shirt and 
blue colour pant. Sincere efforts have been made by the local 
police to trace out her but no clue has come to light so far. If 
anyone has any information about the missing boy then please 
inform P.S. Barakhamba Road, Delhi at following Tel No. / 
e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in 
Ph: 011-24368638,24368641 

Fax No. 0"f 1 -24368639 Sd/-S.H.O. 

P.S. Barakhamba Road, Delhi 
DP/2052/NDD/19 Ph. 011-23413800 



U. P. POWER TRANSMISSION COR¬ 
PORATION LIMITED Tender Notice 
against Specification No. ESD-545 
Through E-Tendering 1. Tenders in two 
parts, Part-1 (Earnest Money, Technical 
and Commercial details etc.), Part-ll - 
(Price Bid Only) valid for six (06) months 
are invited for supply of 145KV Solid core 
Post Insulators as per details mentioned 
below. SI. No. : 1 Specn. No. : ESD-545 
Particulars : 145KV Solid core Post In¬ 
sulators Qty. Nos. : 7654 Earnest Mon¬ 
ey (Rs.) : 4.25 Lacs Submission date & 
time : 14.10.2019 (12:30 hrs) Opening 
date & time : 15.10.2019 (15:00 hrs) Ten¬ 
der fee including GST (Rs.) : 11800.00 
In case of public holiday on 15.10.2019, 
the opening date will be on the next 
working date. Complete E-Tender docu¬ 
ments against this bid specification can 
be downloaded from e-procurement web¬ 
site of U.P Govt, etender.up.nic.in and 
Tenderer will be required to pay a non-re- 
fundable fee of Rs. 11,800/- (inclusive of 
18% GST) towards cost of E-Tender doc¬ 
uments of tender through RTGS/NEFT in 
“UPPTCL SBI A/C No. 30231982762” 
(IFS code - SBIN0003347), E-Tender 
documents can be submitted only on 
e-procurement website etender.up.nic. 
in up to scheduled date and time. Tender¬ 
ers are requested to get themselves reg¬ 
istered with U.P. Electronics Corporation, 
Lucknow so as to obtain digital signature 
for particiapation. The bid of the firm 
without tender document fee, against the 
purchase of document, and without EMD 
will not be opened. Tender document fee 
will be deposited through RTGS/NEFT in 
the UPPTCL, account mentioned above 
and a proof of such deposit e.g. UTR no., 
Name of Account, scanned copy of pay-in 
slip countersigned by the tenderer should 
be uploaded along with etender docu¬ 
ments. Earnest money deposit (EMD) 
will be deposited through RTGS/NEFT 
in UPPTCL account mentioned above 
and a proof of such deposit e.g. UTR 
no. Name of Account, scanned copy of 
pay-in slip countersigned by the tender¬ 
er, should be uploaded along with e-ten¬ 
der documents OR in the form of Bank 
Guaranttee in favour of Superintending 
Engineer, Electricity Substation Design 
Circle-ll Lucknow, If EMD is deposited 
in the form of Bank Guaranttee, scanned 
copy of EMD BG alongwith a scanned 
copy of mail in confirmation of the same 
from the bank Issuing the BG will be 
uploaded with the tender document. No 
tender document including tender fee 
EMD B.G. and other commercial papers 
are required to be submitted in hard copy 
or through messenger on the date of bid 
opening. Original EMD Bank Guaranttee 
should be submitted in the office of the 
undersigned within one week of open¬ 
ing of tender part I or prior to opening of 
tender part II whichever is earlier. Price 
part of Tenderers not submitting EMD 
Bank Guaranttee in original within stip¬ 
ulated time shall not be opened. Part-ll 
shall be opened separately at a later 
date to be informed accordingly. Under¬ 
signed reserves the right to accept or 
reject any offer without assigning any 
reason. Please visit e-procurement web¬ 
site etender.up.nic.in as well as UPPTCL 
website www.upptcl.org for any other 
amendments/corrections/modifications/ 
extensions till the date of submission of 
E-Tender. SUPERINTENDING ENGI¬ 
NEER, ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION 
DESIGN CIRCLE - II, 13TH FLOOR, 
SHKATI BHAWAN EXTENSION, 14 
ASHOK MARG, LUCKNOW-226001 
E-mail: seesde2@upptcl.org RO no 
: - 348/ESDC-1/(GS)/Tender/A-19 RO 
date 9/9/19 


"BHARAT RATNA" 


Pandit 

Govind Ballabh Pant 



Heartfelt Tribute from the 
People of Uttarakhand 


to 

THE GREAT FREEDOM FIGHTER 

and efficient Administrator 
on the occasion of his 
Birth Anniversary (Gaurav Diwas) 
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Awareness has led to dip in dengue cases’ 

Capital witnessed 80% decline in dengue cases in the last four years: Health Minister 


BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN 

NEW DELHI 

Fewer cases of dengue being 
reported from Delhi this 
year is no miracle, said 
Health Minister Satyendra 
Jain to The Hindu. The re¬ 
duction in numbers comes 
from the fact that “people 
have been made aware that 
prevention begins at home”, 
he said. 

“In 2015, the first year of 
our government, 15,867 cas¬ 
es were reported. In 2018, 
the number came down to 
2,798. Within these years, 
Delhi witnessed 80% de¬ 
crease in dengue cases. This 
is no miracle,” be said. 

The Minister noted that 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The number of malaria cases 
which stands at 202 in Delhi 
this year so far, has sur¬ 
passed the number of cases 
at the same time last year 
which were 195, the latest re¬ 
port by the South Delhi Mun¬ 
icipal Corporation (SDMC) 
on Monday states. 

Overall cases of vector- 
borne diseases shot up with 
96 cases being reported last 
week. The weekly number of 
cases have gone up since Au¬ 
gust last week and in Sep¬ 
tember following the onset 


systems and checks were in 
place even before. 

Health inspector 

“However, the preventive cy¬ 
cle has been reinforced this 
year. We have employed ev¬ 
ery person in Delhi as a 
health inspector to check the 
breeding of mosquitoes in 
and around their house and 
workplace. Awareness has 
been spread among the pu¬ 
blic that dengue occurs due 
to our collective irresponsi¬ 
bility,” he said. 

“We have to be in charge 
of our own health. We can¬ 
not wait for the government 
to come to our homes to 
check. This shift in responsi- 


of monsoon. While efforts to 
keep a check on mosquito 
breeding are being underta¬ 
ken by the civic body as well 
as by the Delhi government 
through awareness cam¬ 
paigns, the number of cases 
are similar to those at the 
same time last year. Apart 
from malaria, the number of 
dengue cases stood at 122 
this week, compared to 137 
at the same time last year. 
Number of chikungunya cas¬ 
es are at 40 compared to 47 
at the same time last year. 

Out of the cases reported 
this week, there are 48 re- 


bility has caused the fall in 
numbers,” Mr. Jain said. 

The Delhi Health Depart¬ 
ment has also launched a 
campaign under the name 
“10 Hafte, 10 Baje 10 
Minute”. 

Meanwhile, Delhi report¬ 
ed fewer cases of dengue 
and chikungunya this year as 
compared to last year. 

The national capital re¬ 
ported 35 cases of dengue in 
the last couple of weeks, tak¬ 
ing the cases of mosquito- 
borne diseases to 92 till Au¬ 
gust 31, 2019. 

In 2018, Delhi reported 
2,798 cases of dengue and 
chikungunya and four per¬ 
sons died due to mosquito- 


ports of malaria, of which 35 
were “untraced”, 30 reports 
of dengue and 18 reports of 
chikungunya. 

The civic bodies said that 
over five lakh houses have 
been sprayed with insecti¬ 
cide and municipal staff 
have visited over 2.43 crore 
houses. Of these, about one 
lakh locations were found to 
have mosquitogenic condi¬ 
tions and about 90,000 not¬ 
ices were issued in this re¬ 
gard. The number of such 
cases is likely to increase in 
the coming weeks going by 
previous years trends. 


borne diseases. There has 
been no death so far this 
year. 

BJP opposes campaign 

AAP MP Sanjay Singh said 
that the BJP has opposed the 
government’s dengue cam¬ 
paign, though it has received 
support from citizens and 
celebrities. 

“ It is unfortunate that the 
BJP did not participate in this 
campaign. Not a single lead¬ 
er came out to participate in 
this initiative to make Delhi 
dengue-free. When PM Modi 
came up with Swacch Bharat 
Campaign, CM Kejriwal 
joined it and urged the citi¬ 
zens to join too,” he said. 

Tribunal denies 
relief to man 

NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

Stating that an earth mover 
or bulldozer is not a motor 
vehicle under the Motor 
Vehicles Act, a motor acci¬ 
dent claims tribunal has re¬ 
fused compensation to a 
man in an accident case. 

The machine had hit the 
man, trampling his legs 
when he was supervising 
unloading of garbage from 
EDMC vehicles at the Gha- 
zipur dumping ground in 
east Delhi in 2015. He had 
sought ?50 lakh compensa¬ 
tion. Opposing the claim 
petition, the contractor 
said that the machine was 
not covered under the Mo¬ 
tor Vehicles Act. So, he was 
not liable to pay compensa¬ 
tion. The machine was also 
not registered with the 
Transport Authority. 

“Section 165 of the MV 
Act makes it clear that only 
the death/injury to a per¬ 
son or damage to any pro¬ 
perty arising out of use of 
motor vehicles can be the 
subject matter before the 
claims tribunal and,” Pre¬ 
siding Officer said. 



‘Malaria cases higher compared to 2018’ 


96 cases of vector-borne diseases reported last week: SDMC 


ADVERTISEMENT 

“Scheme for Celebration of Birth/Death Anniversary of Eminent 

personalities” 

Delhi Government will provide assistance through empanelled agencies to the 
desirous Organizations in the form of arrangement for tentage, sound system, lighting, 
banners etc. for celebration of Balmiki Jayanti on 13-10-2019. 

Eligibility:- 

The following are eligible to apply for assistance under the scheme:- 

i. ) Registered NGOs, under Societies Registration Act which are in 

existence. 

ii. ) Only those NGOs are eligible which are registered under Society 

Registration Act and having audited accounts. 

List of the items for providing assistance to the desirous NGOs are as follows:- 

a. Tentage. 

b. Chairs. 

c. Sofa. 

d. Tables. 

e. Curtains, Mat etc. 

f. Sound System. 

g. Light System. 

h. Generator. 

i. Banners/Hoardings. 

Procedure for applying: 

The applicant Organizations may submit a detailed proposal, containing:- 

i. ) Details of such celebrations I activities organized by them in the past. 

ii. )The duly filed in applications & recommended by area MLA along with 
copies of Registration Certificate and audited accounts should be submitted 
by the registered NGO/Organization to the Department for the welfare of SC/ST/ 
OBC, GNCT of Delhi, B Block, 2 nd floor, Vikas Bhawan, I.P.Estate, New Delhi-02, 
minimum 15 days in advance positively. 

For full details, please visit Department website: - scstwelfare. delhigovt.nic.in 

MAHENDRA PAL 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE WELFARE OF SC/ST/OBC 
GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI, 
B-BLOCK, VIKAS BHAWAN, 
DIP/SHABDARTH/0623/19-20 _ I.P.ESTATE, NEW DELHI-02 


• • 


A ND-NDE 
































































THE HINDU DELHI 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 


CITY 3 


AAP Minister 
to sponsor 
student’s 
education 


Over 10,000 cases of sexual 
assault pending in Delhi courts 


Govt, yet to reply to proposal to set up 16 courts for speedy disposal of such 


CASES 
PENDING IN 
10 SPECIAL 
FAST-TRACK 
:OURTS WHICH 
DEAL WITH 
SEXUAL OFFENCES 
AGAINST 
WOMEN 



PILES 
OF FILES 


CASES 
PENDING 
IN 16 POCSO 
COURTS WHICH 
DEAL WITH SEXUAL 
OFFENCES AGAINST 
CHILDREN 

I 



SOURCE: DELHI 
GOVERNMENT 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

AAP Social Welfare Minis¬ 
ter Rajendra Pal Gautam 
on Monday said he will 
fund the education of a girl 
student, who got admis¬ 
sion for an MBBS course, 
after attending the govern¬ 
ment’s free entrance 
coaching programme. 

Shashi, 19, daughter of a 
daily wager has secured ad¬ 
mission at Lady Hardinge 
Medical College after clear¬ 
ing the National Eligibility- 
cum-Entrance Test (NEET). 
She had attended the go¬ 
vernment’s Jai Bhim Muk- 
hyamantri Pratibha Vikas 
Yojana. 

Meanwhile, on Sunday, 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal had said that a citizen 
has decided to sponsor the 
education of Vijay, who 
had got into IIT Delhi after 
attending the free entrance 
coaching programme. 

23 wanted 
criminals held, 
36 gangs 
busted in 
special drive 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

The Haryana police have ar¬ 
rested 23 most-wanted cri¬ 
minals and busted 36 gangs 
involved in cases of rob¬ 
bery, theft, burglary, mur¬ 
der, extortion, ATM loot, 
dacoity and other criminal 
activities in the State in a 
special one-month drive in 
the run-up to the Assembly 
elections. 

As many as 113 members 
of these gangs were arrest¬ 
ed, the police said. 

Director General of Pol¬ 
ice Manoj Yadava said that a 
special campaign was car¬ 
ried out across the State 
between July 20 and August 
20 to get the most-wanted 
criminals and members of 
different gangs behind the 
bars. The arrested crimi¬ 
nals were accused in a se¬ 
ries of heinous crimes and 
carried rewards ranging 
between ?5,000 and 
^50,000 on their arrest. 

He said that four most- 
wanted criminals had been 
arrested from Sirsa, two 
each from Bhiwani, Rohtak 
and Dadri, one each from 
Panipat, Karnal, Narnaul, 
Rewari, Hisar, Faridabad, 
Palwal, Ambala, Sonipat 
and Kurukshetra and re¬ 
maining by the Special Task 
Force. 

Mr. Yadava also said that 
113 members of 36 gangs 
were arrested during the 
crackdown. Such kind of 
operations would continue, 
he added. 

Additional DGP, Law and 
Order, Navdeep Virk said 
that the arrest of active 
gang members included 
eight from Karnal, 14 from 
Panipat, 23 from Sonipat, 
six each from Yamunana- 
gar, Kurukshetra and Fate- 
habad, three each from Da¬ 
dri and Mewat, seven from 
Jhajjar, one each from Am¬ 
bala, Rohtak and Palwal, 
nine from Panchkula, five 
each from Kaithal, 
Gurugram. 


NIKH IL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

Over 10,000 cases of sexual 
assault against women and 
children, including rape, are 
pending in special courts in 
the city. Despite this, the Del¬ 
hi government is yet to reply 
to a nine-month-old Union 
government proposal to set 
up 16 more fast-track special 
courts (FTSCs) in Delhi to dis¬ 
pose such cases. 

These 16 courts are part of 
1,023 FTSCs proposed to be 
set up across the country by 
the Central government us¬ 
ing Nirbhaya Fund, to speed 
up the disposal of cases. 

The Central government 
had sought comments from 
the Delhi government on the 
proposal of 16 FTSCs at least 
nine months ago, according 
to documents accessed by 
The Hindu. 

Pendency on the rise 

When the State government 
contacted the High Court on 
the matter, the latter said 
with the pendency of cases 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 19-year-old woman has 
been killed allegedly by her 
father and his colleague in 
north-west Delhi’s Adarsh 
Nagar, the police said on 
Monday. Her family mem¬ 
bers were against her rela¬ 
tionship with a man who 
does not belong to their 
caste. 

The police said that the 
accused made it look like the 
woman had ended her life, 
but the post-mortem report 
stated that she had been 
strangulated. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (North West) Vijayan- 
ta Arya said that the de¬ 
ceased has been identified as 
Sheetal, a house help, and 
the accused as her father 


increasing every year, the ci¬ 
ty needs 59 FTSCs to dispose 
off 10,009 pending cases, as 
on December 31,2018. It also 
told the government that ac¬ 
cording to the 11th Finance 
Commission, one such court 
can deal with up to 168 cases 
a year. 

When reached out, Delhi 
Law Minister Kailash Gahlot 


The post-mortem 
report stated that 
the cause of death 
in the case was 
asphyxia due to 
manual 

strangulation. A 
case was then 
registered 

VIJAYANTA ARYA 

Deputy Commissioner of Police 

(North West) 

Lakhan, a resident of Lai 
Bagh who works at a cable 
operator shop, and his col¬ 
league Raju. 

The police said that on Ju¬ 
ly 24, they were informed 
that a woman’s body had 
been taken for cremation un¬ 
der suspicious circumstanc¬ 
es. When the police reached 
Kewal Park cremation 


told The Hindu, “It is being 
processed and comments are 
being sought from different 
departments, ” 

The cases are pending be¬ 
fore 26 special courts in the 
city - 16 POCSO courts, deal¬ 
ing with sexual offences 
against children and 10 spe¬ 
cial fast-track courts, dealing 
with sexual offences against 


ground, three-four family 
members of the deceased 
were present and the body 
had been put on the pyre. 
When asked about the cause 
of death, the family claimed 
that the woman had ended 
her life. 

The police grew suspi¬ 
cious as there was no exter¬ 
nal injury on the body. It was 
then shifted to Babu Jagjivan 
Ram Hospital for 
post-mortem. 

Ms. Arya said that the 
post-mortem report was re¬ 
ceived on Sunday that stated 
the “cause of death in the 
case was asphyxia due to 
manual strangulation”. A 
case under Section 302 (pun¬ 
ishment for murder), 201 
(causing disappearance of 
evidence of offence) and 34 


women. 

On November 16, 2018, 
the Women and Child Deve¬ 
lopment Ministry of the Cen¬ 
tral government had ap¬ 
proved the proposal to set up 
1,023 FTSCs to dispose off 
pending cases of rape and 
POCSO Act across the coun¬ 
try. According to an official 
statement, the project has a 
total financial implication of 
U67.25 crore from Nirbhaya 
Fund. 

Later in July 2019, speak¬ 
ing in the Lok Sabha, Minis¬ 
ter of Women and Child De¬ 
velopment, Smriti Irani, 
reiterated that the govern¬ 
ment has decided to consti¬ 
tute 1,023 fast-track courts 
and it will be established 
“within one financial year” 
and added that justice de¬ 
layed is justice denied. 

“The High Court has pro¬ 
posed that to begin with, in 
the first phase, 16 FTSCs be 
set up in Delhi, followed by 
more FTSCs in subsequent 
phases,” an official privy to 
the development said. 


(common intention) of the 
Indian Penal Code was then 
registered, she said. 

During investigation, the 
family members of the de¬ 
ceased were picked up. Dur¬ 
ing sustained interrogation, 
the woman’s father Lakhan 
confessed to have killed his 
daughter with the help of his 
colleague Raju. 

The father told the police 
that Sheetal was in a rela¬ 
tionship with a youth who 
used to be their tenant. “The 
man was from a different 
caste and the family is con¬ 
servative. The father decid¬ 
ed to kill the woman,” said a 
senior police officer. 

The police added that the 
role of the mother and the 
brother of the deceased is al¬ 
so being probed. 


Leaps and bounds 



A man jumps across a dug-up road at Chandni Chowk in Old Delhi where redevelopment work is under way. -sandeep saxena 


Man kills daughter over inter-caste relationship 

Accused made it look like the 19-year-old had killed herself, say police 



Court directs Rapid Metro to keep running till Sept. 17 

Cost of operation, maintenance to be borne by Haryana Mass Rapid Transport Corporation Limited 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The Rapid Metro in Harya¬ 
na’s Gurugram will continue 
running till September 17 as 
the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court on Monday di¬ 
rected the Rapid MetroRail 
Gurgaon South Limited 
(RMGSL) to continue its op¬ 
erations and maintenance of 
the line. 

A Division Bench of Jus¬ 
tice Ralcesh Kumar Jain and 
Justice Arun Kumar Tyagi 
ruled that till September 17, 
the next date of hearing, the 
RMGSL will continue to op¬ 
erate and manage the Rapid 
Metro, subject to reimburse¬ 



ment of insurance, opera¬ 
tion and maintenance cost 
by the Haryana Mass Rapid 
Transport Corporation Li¬ 
mited (HMRTCL). 

Senior advocate Chetan 
Mittal, appearing for the 
HMRTCL submitted before 
the court that the contract 
between RMGSL and 
HMRTCL stood terminated 
from both sides. “There 
were a few disputes involved 
and the transfer of assets 
will take time. The key ques¬ 
tion is about payment of the 
debt amount for transfer. 
Transfer of assets is one part 
while operation and mainte¬ 
nance is another part, on 



which the petitioner is ready 
to negotiate. Even if petition¬ 
er has to pay some amount 
for operation, for the time 
being they are ready to pay. 
On the insurance cost also 
the petitioner is ready for 
negotiations,” he said. 

He pointed out that bet¬ 
ween April and June 2019, 
the project had made a pro¬ 
fit of nearly 14 crore. “The 
total revenue had been 
around H8 crore, while the 
cost of operation and other 
expenses was around H4 
crore,” he added. 

The HMRTCL and anoth¬ 
er petitioner had ap¬ 
proached the High Court last 



week challenging the validi¬ 
ty of the termination notice 
and sought the court’s direc¬ 
tions on continuity of the 
metro by the Rapid Metro- 
Rail Gurgaon Limited 
(RMGL) and RMGSL, the two 
special purpose vehicles 
(SPVs) floated by the Infras¬ 
tructure Leasing & Financial 
Services for the rail project. 
The IL&FS is now facing 
bankruptcy proceedings in 
the National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), 
putting the rail service at 
risk of closure. 

The two SVPs have been 
running the Rapid Metro 
since 2013 and 2017 respec¬ 



tively. The firms served ter¬ 
mination notices to HUDA 
on June 7 alleging various 
breaches in concession con¬ 
tract and had given a 90-day 
notice as per the agreement. 
The HMRTCL and another 
petitioner had termed the 
notice “illegal, arbitrary and 
against larger public 
interest”. 

The RMGL and RMGSL 
had on September 6 got ap¬ 
proval from Justice (retd) 
D.K. Jain, appointed by the 
NCLAT to oversee IL&FS re¬ 
solution process, to transfer 
the Rapid Metro to HUDA on 
September 9. 

(With PTI inputs) 



Defamation case against me came 
at a great personal cost: Ramani 

‘It is not easy for a woman to talk about sexual harassment’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Journalist Priya Ramani, 
while countering a defama¬ 
tion case filed by former Un¬ 
ion Minister M.J. Akbar for 
her tweets accusing him of 
sexual harassment during 
his role as a newspaper edi¬ 
tor, told a Delhi court that 
it’s not easy for any woman 
to make such disclosures. 

Ms. Ramani said that the 
defamation case initiated 
against her “has come at a 
great personal cost” and that 
she has “nothing to gain 
from it”. 

“In all my disclosures, I 
spoke the truth in public in¬ 
terest and public good. It 
was my hope that the disclo¬ 
sures in the ‘MeToo’ move¬ 
ment would empower wo¬ 
men to speak up and to 
better understand their 
rights at workplace,” Ms. Ra¬ 
mani said. 

“By keeping silent, I could 
have avoided the subse¬ 
quent targeting but that 
would not have been the 
right thing to do,” she told 
Additional Chief Metropoli- 


It is important and 
necessary for 
women to speak 
up about sexual 
harassment at 
workplaces. Many 
of us have been 
brought up to 
believe that silence 
is a virtue 

PRIYA RAMANI 
Journalist 

tan Magistrate Samar Vishal. 

“I spoke the truth when I 
disclosed my experience of 
my first job interview in 
Vogue Magazine and in my 
tweet dated October 8,2018. 
It is important and neces¬ 
sary for women to speak up 
about sexual harassment at 
workplaces. Many of us have 
been brought up to believe 
that silence is a virtue,” she 
said. 

During the day’s hearing, 
Ms. Ramani was asked a bat¬ 
tery of questions by senior 
advocate Geeta Luthra, re¬ 
presenting Mr. Akbar, as 
part of the cross examina¬ 
tion process. 


“It is wrong to suggest 
that I had made these allega¬ 
tions against Mr. Akbar mali¬ 
ciously, deliberately, in bad 
faith to malign him,” Ms. Ra¬ 
mani said in response to a 
question put up by Ms. Luth¬ 
ra where she said Ms. Rama¬ 
ni made these allegations 
against Mr. Akbar for the 
first time only in 2018. 

The court has posted the 
case for further hearing on 
October 24. 

At the height of the ‘Me- 
Too’ movement last year, 
Ms. Ramani had accused Mr. 
Akbar of sexual harassment 
during his role as the editor 
of The Asian Age. Following 
Ms. Ramani’s accusation, 
about dozen former col¬ 
leagues of Mr. Akbar also 
came out with different alle¬ 
gations against him. 

Days before he resigned 
from his post of Minister of 
State for External Affairs in 
October last year, Mr. Akbar 
filed a criminal defamation 
case against Ms. Ramani cit¬ 
ing her open letter pu¬ 
blished in a magazine and 
her tweets naming him. 



Father strangulates, drowns 
20-day-old daughter; arrested 

Accused killed the newborn following fight with wife 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A man has been arrested for 
strangulating his twenty- 
day-old daughter and 
drowning her in a drum 
filled with water after a fight 
with his wife in Dwarka’s Ut- 
tam Nagar, the police said 
on Monday. 

The accused, Rakesh Ku¬ 
mar, was arrested under 
IPC Section 302 for murder 
and sent to judicial custody. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Dwarka) Anto Al¬ 
phonse said that the inci¬ 
dent took place at a house 
located in Vishwas Park in 
Uttam Nagar on September 
5. 

The police control room 
received a call at 3 p.m. re¬ 
garding the death of a new¬ 
born baby. A police team 
reached the house and 


rushed the baby to a hospi¬ 
tal where she was declared 
brought dead. 

During investigation, it 
was found that the accused 
had a fight with his wife ov¬ 
er her visit to her parent’s 
house in Sagarpur. The ac¬ 
cused did not want his wife 
to visit her parents, said a 
police officer. 

The couple had an argu¬ 
ment over this. After a heat¬ 
ed argument, Rakesh took 
his 20-day-old daughter and 
rushed to the terrace. In¬ 
itially, his wife thought that 
he might be playing with 
the daughter. However, 
when he did not return 
even after half-an-hour, she 
went along with her niece to 
check on the two. 

She found the terrace 
gate locked from inside and 
requested Rakesh a number 


of times to open the door, 
after which he did so. Ho¬ 
wever, to their surprise, 
they found that the baby 
was not with him. 

“She started to search for 
the baby on the terrace and 
spotted her body floating in 
a drum filled with water. 
Meanwhile, the niece had 
informed the police about 
the incident,” added the 
officer. 

During investigation, the 
accused disclosed that he 
had first strangulated the 
newborn and to make sure 
that she was dead, he 
drowned her in the drum. 

An FIR has been regis¬ 
tered at Bindapur police 
station. 

The accused and his 
brother, who lives in the 
same house as him, co-own 
a sweet shop in the area. 



The Dramatics Club of Bal Bharati Public 
School, GRH Marg, presented their Annual 
Play on 23 rd August, called ‘Duvidha’. This 
was based on a Rajasthani folk tale, scripted 
by prolific writer, Padma Shree Vijay dan 
Detha, who was also famed for being a 
nominee for Nobel Prize for Literature. The 
occasion was graced with the presence of the 
illustrious and well-acclaimed playwright, 

Sh. Asif Ali Haider Khan as the Chief Guest. The Guest of Honour was Sh. Sangam 
Pandey, a senior theatre critic and media personality. 



LITERATURE FESTIVAL 



Billabong High International School, 
Noida, hosted ‘Litspree’ Chapter 4 - an 
inter school literature festival on 21 st and 
22 nd August, under the guidance of 
Principal Ms. Sharmila Chatterjee. 
Various activities, involving participants 
from around twenty schools, were 
conducted. The winners and participants 
were awarded with certificates and 
awards. 


ANNUAL INTER-SCHOOL EVENT 


Mount Carmel School, 

Dwarka, organised their 
annual inter-school event, 

‘Corona,’ on 20 th and 21 st 
August. Over 1000 students 
from 28 school participated 
in the events. Various 
competitions, both academic and co-curricular, were held. Mount Carmel School 
emerged as the winner but being the host school, the rolling trophy was passed on to Sri 
Venkateshwar International School. 


For Subscription related queries, please contact Kapil Nagar: 
Handphone: +91 98100 89457/Email: kapil.nagar@thehindu.co.in 
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Delhi's air gets cleaner! 

POLLUTION DOWN BY 25% 




Year 

PM 2.5 Levels 

2012-14 

154 

2016-18 

115 



What Brought Down Pollution? 


24x7 electricity supply brought generator usage to near zero 
Heavy fines on construction sites in violation of dust control norms 
Implementation of Hon'ble Supreme Court's 'Graded Response Action Plan' 

Closure of Rajghat and Badarpur Thermal Power Plants 
Eastern-Western Peripheral Expressways reduced vehicular traffic 

Increase in Green Cover in Delhi 


... but Stubble Burning will increase 
Pollution Levels in November 


Arvind Kejriwal 

Chief Minister, Delhi 


Pollution levels have come down in Delhi 10 months of the 
year. However, in the month of November stubble burning in 
neighbouring states causes serious pollution in Delhi. During 
this period Delhi implements the 'Graded Response Action 
Plan' as directed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court. We are now 
seeking your suggestions as to what additional measures 
can be taken by the Government of NCT of Delhi to protect 
people of Delhi from this pollution 


Email suggestions to deal with Pollution caused by Stubble Burning 


cm4deanair@gmail.com 


Department of Environment, Government of NCT of Delhi 


CM 

YK 
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CITY 5 


Coal contractor held for 
‘attack’ on SAIL chairman 

Accused wanted to avenge loss of contract worth crores 


DELHI# Timings 


TUESDAY 

RISE 

, SEPT. 10 

06:03 SET 

18:33 

C RISE 

16:30 

SET 

02:25 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 11 



# RISE 

06:04 

SET 

18:31 

C RISE 

17:11 

SET 

03: 

19 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 12 



RISE 

06:04 

SET 

18:30 

C RISE 

17:47 

SET 

04:12 

Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 


36 

28 

Safdarjang 


36 

28 

Palam 



39 

28 


Delhi Palam Today 
37°C Easy morning with light 
haze. Day will turn very warm 
and humid with partly cloudy 
sky. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

36°C Dry and uneasy 
afternoon would continue over 
the city and NCR. Light wind 
and humid condition would 
prevail. 

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 



Lok Adalat for pending 
fines on September 14 


NEW DELHI 

National Lok Adalat will be 
held at six district courts of 
the Capital, including Patiala 
House, Tis Hazari, Saket, 
Rohini, Karkardooma and 
Dwarka on September 14 
where people can clear their 
pending dues and notices, 
said Delhi Traffic Police on 
Saturday. The police officers 
have been issuing court 
challans since the 
implementation of the 
amended Motor Vehicles Act 
on September 1. 


MHA clears appointment 
of SDMC Commissioner 

NEW DELHI 

The Ministry of Home Affairs 
has granted approval for the 
appointment of IAS officer 
Gyanesh Bharti as South Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner in a letter to 
the Chief Secretary on 
Monday. Mr. Bharti, part of 
I the 1998 batch of the Union 
U — Territory cadre, was on 

Central deputation with the 
Home Ministry prior to this. 
The government has been 
directed to issue notification 
for his appointment. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A coal contractor has been 
arrested for allegedly con¬ 
spiring to attack Steel Auth¬ 
ority of India Limited (SAIL) 
chairman Anil Kumar 
Chaudhary and make it look 
like a road rage case, the pol¬ 
ice said on Monday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Crime Branch) Dr. 
Ram Gopal Nailc confirmed 
the arrest of Asholc Kumar 
Singh who was apprehend¬ 
ed on Friday from his resi¬ 
dence in Vasant Kunj. 

Previous arrests 

A senior officer said Singh 
had contacted one Sunil 
Balhara who further roped 
in five people to attack Mr. 
Chaudhary. 

Sunil was arrested by 
Crime Branch earlier and his 
interrogation led to the ar¬ 
rest of Singh. 

Five persons were arrest¬ 
ed by district police last 
month. 


JATIN ANAND 

NEW DELHI 

Two ongoing surveys will de¬ 
termine the course of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
campaign and strategy for 
the upcoming Delhi Assemb¬ 
ly elections scheduled early 
next year. 

An insider said these sur¬ 
veys, conducted by indepen¬ 
dent agencies, focus specifi¬ 
cally on identifying the 
“failures of the Aam Aadmi 
Party government”. 

‘Minimal interference’ 

It is also an admission of the 
fact that the State elections 
were being viewed mainly as 
a bipolar contest between 
the BJP and AAP with mini¬ 
mal “interference” expected 
from other players like the 
Congress, the insider added. 

While the larger among 
the two surveys was a pan- 


The plan was to 
send him [Anil 
Kumar] to the 
hospital but if he 
would have 
resisted vigorously 
at the time of the 
attack, they would 
have lolled him 

POLICE OFFICER 

Mr. Chaudhary’s car was 
hit by another car near An- 
sal Plaza on August 7 at 
10.30 p.m. in south Delhi’s 
Hauz Khas when he was on 
his way home, the police 
said. 

Following this, the offend¬ 
ing vehicle overtook the vic¬ 
tim’s car and forced the driv¬ 
er to apply brakes. The 
driver then stepped out and 
the accused held him by the 
neck. On this, Mr. Chaud¬ 
hary came out to pacify 
them. The accused, howev¬ 
er, assaulted him with an 
iron rod and he sustained in¬ 
juries on head, neck, knees 


The poor staying 
on rent in 
unauthorised 
colonies are 
accruing zero 
benefits from the 
govt’s power and 
water subsidies 

MANOJ TIWARI 
Delhi BJP chief 

Delhi one, which is currently 
under way across all 70 As¬ 
sembly constituencies, the 
other seeks to identify loo¬ 
pholes in the government’s 
flagship power and water 
subsidy schemes in unauth¬ 
orised colonies. 

“The poorest of the poor 
staying on rent in unauthor¬ 
ised colonies are accruing 
zero benefits from the go¬ 
vernment’s power and water 
subsidies because electricity 
and water meters are not in 
their names. So much for the 


and legs. Two persons were 
arrested from the spot by pa¬ 
trolling officers, the police 
added. 

The case was transferred 
to the Crime Branch for 
further investigation. The of¬ 
ficer said the conspiracy was 
unearthed during probe af¬ 
ter which Sunil and Singh 
were nabbed. 

During interrogation, 
Singh allegedly told police 
that his son’s US-based com¬ 
pany had entered into a deal 
worth crores with SAIL. A 
part of the total amount was 
given by SAIL to the accused 
but when the product was 
sent to SAIL for inspection, it 
was found to be of inferior 
quality after which the deal 
was cancelled. 

The accused then alleged¬ 
ly hatched the conspiracy, 
an officer said, adding: “The 
plan was to send him to the 
hospital but if he would have 
resisted vigorously at the 
time of the attack, they 
would have killed him.” 


government’s claims of mak¬ 
ing the lives of those staying 
in such colonies better,” said 
Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari. 

“Innumerable people 
from these colonies have ap¬ 
proached us and continue to 
approach on a daily basis to 
flag the issue and pledge 
support to the BJP,” Mr. Ti¬ 
wari added. 

Neellcant Balcshi, Head 
Media Relations, Co-In¬ 
charge Media, Social Media 
& IT, Delhi BJP, said the re¬ 
sults of the survey were ex¬ 
pected shortly. 

“In a city where a majori¬ 
ty of citizens happen to be 
tenants, the so-called bene¬ 
fits of water and power sub¬ 
sidies are being reaped only 
by landlords. The BJP will 
ensure that the government 
is held accountable for this,” 
Mr. Balcshi said. 

Meanwhile, the pan-city 


DUSU polls: 
Tharoor 
addresses 
students 

AARU SHI AGGARWAL 

NEW DELHI 

Lok Sabha MP Shashi Tha¬ 
roor said, “Congress and 
its affiliates represent all 
students and their de¬ 
mands irrespective of reli¬ 
gion, caste and region,” at 
an event held at the Rus¬ 
sian Cultural Centre here 
on Monday. 

The All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) Minori¬ 
ty Department and the Na¬ 
tional Students’ Union of 
India (NSUI) held an inte¬ 
raction programme for 
students in light of the up¬ 
coming Delhi University 
Students’ Union (DUSU) 
elections, which is sche¬ 
duled on September 12. 

The leader also urged 
the NSUI to build a manif¬ 
esto of students’ de¬ 
mands. “Indian political 
parties need to learn to 
live with each other in 
peace...The goal is that 
despite our differences, 
we can work with mutual 
self-respect.” 


survey, which is being con¬ 
ducted revolves around the 
general level of satisfaction 
that citizens feel in relation 
to the government and seeks 
to identify specific issues 
which will help shape the 
BJP’s campaign to stake 
claim to the Chief Minister’s 
chair. 

The results are expected 
by mid-October but could al¬ 
so be in by the end of Sep¬ 
tember, said sources. 

“The issues identified will 
form the core of the party’s 
strategy to canvass support 
as well as inform citizens 
about the specific failures of 
the AAP, which will be com¬ 
municated to every nook 
and cranny of the city by 
party cadre down to the 
booth-level,” said Delhi BJP 
In-charge of Media, Social 
Media & IT Cell Pratyush 
Kanth. 


Assembly polls: BJP expecting a two-way contest 

Party conducting surveys to determine the course and strategy for its campaign 




INTERVIEW) SHASHI THAROOR 

‘Election only way to 
choose Congress chief’ 

Tharoor says party has lots and lots of aspirants for the post 


SAND EEPPHUKAN 

NEW DELHI 

Ahead of the formal launch 
of his new book , The Hindu 
Way , Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor spoke with The Hin¬ 
du on a range of issues. Edit¬ 
ed excerpts: 

You say The Hindu Way is a 
book on Hinduism minus the 
politics. But these days, 
politics is a lot about the 
Hindu identity. 

■ This book is merely a tes¬ 
tament or manifesto for the 
liberal Hindu, for the Hindu 
who believes in Swami Vive- 
kananda’s dictum of the ac¬ 
ceptance of difference. 

Attacking the ‘Hindutva 
project’, you have asserted 
that increasingly it will be a 
battle between two ideas of 
Hinduism. Do you think the 
Congress should differently 
articulate its notion of 
secularism? 

■ I think we have a job to 
fight for the notion of Indian 
pluralism, which is at the 
heart of the word 'secular' as 
it is applied in India. The 
word secular in the West is a 
complete abjuring of reli¬ 
gion, distancing of religion, 
negation of religion, whe¬ 
reas secular in India actually 
involves a proliferation of 
religion, the tolerance of all 
religions. This is not secular 
in the Western sense and 
that’s why it creates 
confusion. 

I prefer pluralism and 
have been writing it for the 
past 25 years to explain In¬ 
dia’s diversity. 

On Congress’ leadership 
crisis, you asked for 
elections. Is that the way 
forward? 

■ To my mind, elections 
would be the only way for¬ 
ward. Any of us can give an 
answer but it means nothing 
that reflects the will of the 
Icaryakartas (workers)... We 
cannot be an undemocratic 
party in a democracy. We 



way it was scrapped 
[in Jammu and 
Kashmir] was 
undemocratic 

are fighting for democratic 
space and democratic 
rights. 

Given that Rahul Gandhi, 
who is a consensus choice, 
absolutely refuses to recon¬ 
sider his unfortunate depar¬ 
ture, we have no option but 
to open up the process. We 
have lots and lots of 
aspirants. 

But where are the aspirants? 
■ None will come forward 
unless there is a process 
within which you can come 
forward. I know of some as¬ 
pirants who have spoken to 
me. They will not come for¬ 
ward or even express pu¬ 
blicly their interest until and 
unless there is a process to 
do so. Otherwise it will be 
seen as a kiss of death. If to¬ 
morrow, one of these guys 
says I believe I am good 
enough to be president, the 
entire party will get together 
to stifle him. 

I chose to go public be¬ 
cause there was a lot of dis¬ 
content brewing with the ru¬ 
mours about certain names 
being imposed. 

Do you think leadership 
crisis has led to multiple 
voices coming out on 
important issues? Take the 
case of Article 370 where 
multiple views came out of 
the Congress, from 
Jyotiraditya Scindia to 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda to 
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. 


■ There was some confu¬ 
sion in their minds as to 
what they were supporting 
and opposing. I don’t think 
anyone in the Congress has 
taken the view that Article 
370 was sacrosanct. The 
idea that one day it could go 
was certainly possible and 
never had been ruled out by 
Jawaharlal Nehru onwards. 

But the way it should go 
was prescribed within the 
Constitution, which is in 
consultation with the peo¬ 
ple and the elected repre¬ 
sentatives of the State. The 
way that was chosen was un¬ 
democratic; by locking up 
the democratic political 
leaders [of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir] who had accepted the 
integration with India, you 
have made them irrelevant. 
When you take the lid off the 
pressure cooker, you would 
need these voices to calm 
things down. 

With all your experience of 
being an international 
diplomat, do you think 
Jammu and Kashmir has now 
been internationalised? 

■ Yes and no. Something 
which had never happened 
in my United Nations expe¬ 
rience and never happened 
since 1972, is that Kashmir 
was discussed. It was a 
closed-door consultation of 
the UN Security Council and 
not an open meeting, but it’s 
something we have been 
able to prevent on many 
previous occasions. And 
that to some degree is a set¬ 
back, but the damage has 
since been contained. Once 
the curfew and restrictions 
are eventually lifted, if there 
are again massive protests 
and violence, the story may 
not be over. Right now, I will 
commend Jaishankar [Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar] and his team for 
having been able to contain 
the damage to one security 
meeting at this stage. 

But I have to underscore 
it at this stage because the 
story is not over. 


Release funds 
to colleges: 
DUTA to CM 


Govt, using research fellows 
for political gains, says LoP 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi University Teach¬ 
ers’ Association (DUTA) 
wrote to Chief Minister Ar- 
vind Kejriwal on Monday 
seeking his intervention for 
release of funds to 28 DU 
colleges, which are funded 
either partially or fully by 
the government. 

Due to the stopping of 
funds, the payments of sal¬ 
aries, other reimburse¬ 
ments were being delayed 
and day-to-day functioning 
were affected, the letter 
stated. “You would agree 
that this action of denial of 
salaries to the teaching and 
non-teaching staff amounts 
to violation of basic human 
rights,” the letter read. 

In June, funds to these 
colleges had similarly been 
delayed over issues in for¬ 
mation of the governing bo¬ 
dy but after a while, Depu¬ 
ty Chief Minister had 
directed the release of first 
installment of funds for 
three months. 

They also urged Mr. Kej¬ 
riwal to resolve the issue at 
the earliest to prevent 
“further escalation”. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
on Monday accused the Aam 
Aadmi Party government of 
setting up a research facility 
under the aegis of the Delhi 
Legislative Assembly to 
“further its political agenda” 
and retain power in the Cap¬ 
ital “at any cost.” 

Leader of Opposition in 
the Assembly Vijender Gup¬ 
ta alleged that the Delhi As¬ 
sembly Research Centre 
(DARC) had been created 
ahead of Assembly elections 
to “support the AAP govern¬ 
ment’s Ministers and 
MLAs”. 

“It has been set up to 
strengthen AAP’s effort to 
retain power at any cost...a 
group of 125 fellows and as¬ 
sociate fellows have been 
placed at the disposal of Mi¬ 
nisters and legislators under 
the garb of research on de¬ 
velopment issues. The real 
intent is to use them for im¬ 
proving prospects in the 
forthcoming Assembly elec¬ 
tions,” he said. 

A number of government 
departments like Planning, 
the Directorate of Econom¬ 
ics and Statistics, the Admi- 



Vijender Gupta 


nistrative Reforms Depart¬ 
ment, were already working 
with staff doing “work simi¬ 
lar to that outlined for 
DARC”, he said. 

‘Waste of money’ 

The expenditure proposed 
to be incurred on the DARC 
would be “sheer waste” 
what with research fellows 
being paid a H lakh and as¬ 
sociate research fellows get¬ 
ting ^60,000 per month, the 
Rohini legislator argued. 

“The government will in¬ 
cur an expenditure of H 
crore on fellowship alo¬ 
ne... the setting up of the 
DARC when hardly four 
months are left of the go¬ 
vernment is questiona¬ 
ble...and politically motivat¬ 
ed. The Chief Minister wants 
to utilise the research fel¬ 
lows for furthering their pol¬ 
itical strategy,” he added. 


Students show solidarity with ISRO scientists 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Students from various go¬ 
vernment schools participat¬ 
ed in interactive sessions on 
Chandrayaan-2 and made 
colourful placards express¬ 
ing solidarity with the In¬ 
dian Space Research Organi¬ 
sation (ISRO) scientists, 
across the city on Monday. 

“Sampark toota hai, san- 
kalp nahi [contact is lost, re¬ 


solve is not]” was the mes¬ 
sage that school students 
had for scientists associated 
with the mission. Contact 
with Chandrayaan-2’s lander 
Vikram, which encases the 
rover, Pragyan, was lost in 
the early hours of Septem¬ 
ber 7 when it was just 2.1 km 
above the lunar surface and 
seconds before touchdown. 

“Our Delhi govt school 
students have a message for 


@isro scientists - India is 
proud of you. The story of 
ISRO’s valiant effort to reach 
the moon has inspired an 
entire generation of children 
[sic],” tweeted Chief Minis¬ 
ter Arvind Kejriwal. 

Many government 
schools held interactive ses¬ 
sions with the students in 
the morning assemblies to 
detail them about Chan- 
drayaan-2. 


Lekhi asks CM to make clear 
if he is favouring Kanhaiya 


NSUI alleges attack by ABVP members 

Its candidate for vice-president post beaten up during campaign 


‘Govt, is supporting anti-national elements’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Bharatiya Janata Party New 
Delhi MP Meenakshi Lekhi 
on Monday attacked the go¬ 
vernment for withholding 
sanction to the police seek¬ 
ing the prosecution of form¬ 
er Jawaharlal Nehru Universi¬ 
ty Students’ Union president 
Kanhaiya Kumar and others 
in sedition case. 

Days after Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said his go¬ 
vernment is yet to decide on 
granting prosecution sanc¬ 
tion in the 2016 JNU sedition 
case, Ms. Lekhi on Monday 
demanded that Mr. Kejriwal 
make clear if his dispensa¬ 
tion “favours those who want 
to break India” and whether 
his government had an “un¬ 
derstanding with those who 
raised the controversial slo¬ 
gans” on the varsity’s 
campus. 

“They were raising slo¬ 
gans against the hanging of 
Afzal Guru, against India. On¬ 
ly terrorists can talk in such 
language. The Kejriwal go¬ 
vernment should make clear 
if it is standing with those 
who want to break India,” 


Ms. Lekhi said. 

The BJP MP also said she 
wondered if AAP was “consi¬ 
dering fielding these people 
in the upcoming Assembly 
elections.” 

She alleged that Mr. Kejri- 
wal’s government was violat¬ 
ing the Constitution. She ar¬ 
gued that on one hand, the 
government’s Home Depart¬ 
ment believed there was no 
proof to prosecute Mr. Ku¬ 
mar and his colleagues for 
sedition while on the other 
hand, the police had filed a 
chargesheet based on “over 
40 proofs.” 

“The court asked the pol¬ 
ice to get the permission of 
the government to prosecute 
the accused. But the Kejriwal 
government is deliberately 
obstructing the court and the 
police for his political gain 
for the past three and a half 
years. Mr. Kejriwal has violat¬ 
ed the Constitution of India. 
He stands with the anti-na¬ 
tional elements to influence 
the students’ union elections 
and after that to save his go¬ 
vernment. He must clarify 
his position why he is pro¬ 
tecting them,” she added. 





^SB ANDHRA PRADESH TECHNOLOGY SERVICES LTD 

3rd Floor, R & B Building, Labbipet, M.G Road, VIJAYAWADA-520 010. 

Tender Call Notice for "Selection of Field Operations Agency (FOA) 
for Training, Coordinate and Monitor Grama Volunteers and Grama 
Secretariat in Andhra Pradesh" 

Time schedule of various tender related events: 

Bid calling date 

10-09-2019 

Date, Time & Venue for 
Pre-bid Conference 

11-09-2019 at 02:30 PM 

at APTS, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh 

APTS contact person 

Sri PPV Satyanarayana, i/c Manager, 9963029416 
Email: pvssatyanaryana.p@gov.in 

Reference No. 

ITC51-20021/27/2019-APSDC-APTS 

For further details regarding detailed Tender Notification, specifications 
and digital certificate please visit https://www.apts.gov.in and https:// 
tender.apeprocurement.gov.in 

Sd/- Managing Director, A.P. Technology Services Ltd. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

NSUI candidate for the post 
of Delhi University Students’ 
Union vice-president Ankit 
Bharti was attacked on Mon¬ 
day allegedly by members of 
the ABVP, the student’s group 
said. 

The ABVP, however, de¬ 
nied the allegations. 

Attacked twice 

Mr. Bharti alleged that while 
campaigning in the College of 
Vocational Studies, ABVP 
members got inside his vehi¬ 
cle and beat him up in an ef¬ 
fort to stop him from entering 
the college. 

Following this, he said he 


was again attacked when he 
entered the college and was 
hit on the head. In a video, 
Mr. Bharti is seen bleeding 
from the head. After the inci¬ 
dent, he was taken to RML 
Hospital, said NSUI’s media 
in-charge Neeraj Mishra, ad¬ 
ding that a police complaint 
has been filed. 

‘Anti-Dalit mindset’ 

In a statement, the NSUI said 
the attack was a reflection of 
the ABVP’s “anti-Dalit mind¬ 
set.” 

Given Mr. Bharti was from 
the Dalit community, the at¬ 
tack was to create fear among 
Dalit students, the group 
said. 


The ABVP claimed that Mr. 
Bharti was attacked by anoth¬ 
er NSUI candidate Ashish 
Lamba, who is contesting for 
the post of secretary. “Inter¬ 
nal conflicts within the group 
were coming out,” said Ashu- 
tosh Singh of ABVP. 

The ABVP said it has filed a 
police complaint in the mat¬ 
ter. 

The NSUI had “polluted 
the election environment” 
with cheap political tactics, it 
said, adding that if the name 
of the organisation was furth¬ 
er dragged, it would be com¬ 
pelled to file a defamation 
suit. 

The NSUI rubbished these 
claims. 


Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar 

Engineering Department 

Tender Notice (E-Tender Mode Only) 


Online tenders are invited in percentage above/below/at par of NIT and in item rates as under:- 


S. 

N. 

Name of Works/Supply at GNDU, 
Campus Asr. 

App.Cost 

Who can apply 

Last date/time of 
submission 

1 . 

Renovation and upgradation of Labs 
(4 Nos.) in Chemistry Department. 

Rs. 

2,15,00,000/- 

Original equipment 
manufacturers 

30-09-2019 
upto 4.00 pm. 

2. 

SITC of 1 No fully automatic 13 
passenger 5 stations lift at 
Administrative Block. 

To be quoted 
by the firm 

-do- 

25-09-2019 
upto 4.00 pm 

3. 

Renovation of Toilet block (Biology, 
Physics, Chemistry, Arts, Admin Block 
& Guru Nanak Bhawan Building. 

Rs. 

2,21,10,000./- 

Approved contractors of 
P.W.D.(B & R), C.P.W.D, 
M.E.S., Co-operative 
Societies (Regd. as 
contractor in P.W.D.), Punjab 
Water Supply & Sanitation 
Deptt, PUDA& railways 

30-09-2019 
upto 4.00 pm. 

4. 

Const, of Canteen near Admin. 

Block. 

Rs. 

25,04,500/- 

-do- 

25-09-2019 
upto 4.00 pm 

5. 

Const, of Pit & Duct for Lift in 
Administrative Block. 

Rs. 

10,52,690/- 

-do- 

-do- 

6. 

Providing & laying PVC pipe 4” i/d 
cross the roads for Electricity Cable. 

Rs. 

8,10,130/- 

-do- 

-do- 

7. 

Supply of TMT Steel.Fe 500 D Grade 
as per IS: 1786-2008 of various dia 
(150.00 MT) FOR GNDU Campus, Asr. 

To be quoted 
by the firm 

Manufacturers, Dealers, 
Suppliers, Firms dealing with 
similar supplies 

-do- 

8. 

Supply of PPC 43 /53 grade cement 
Weighing 50 Kg net in HDPE bags 
confirming to IS specifications. 

(10000 bags of main plant only) 

FOR GNDU, Asr. 

To be quoted 
by the firm 

-do 

20-09-2019 
upto 4.00 pm 


Corrigendum/Addendum /Detailed information can be seen on website www.eproc.punjab.qov.in 
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CBI moves court for summoning Kalyan 

BJP leader challenges parties to clarify their stand on construction of Ram Temple 


Buddhadeb 
discharged 
from hospital 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Three days after he was 
hospitalised with breath¬ 
ing distress and low blood 
pressure, former West Ben¬ 
gal Chief Minister Buddha¬ 
deb Bhattacharjee was on 
Monday discharged from 
the hospital. “His condi¬ 
tion is stable now. Pneu¬ 
monia is also resolving,” 
said hospital deputy medi¬ 
cal superintendent Saptar- 
shi Basu. 

A hospital bulletin said, 
“He will be needing a few 
more days of IV antibiotics 
and long-term supportive 
care, which will be provid¬ 
ed on a domiciliary basis 
[home care].” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

The CBI on Monday moved a 
special court here trying the 
Babri Masjid demolition con¬ 
spiracy case involving form¬ 
er Deputy Prime Minister 
L.K. Advani and other BJP 
stalwarts, for summoning 
former Rajasthan Governor 
Kalyan Singh to stand trial in 
the case. 

Reinducted into BJP 

The development comes 
even as Mr. Singh, who was 
reinducted into the BJP on 
Monday, challenged all polit¬ 
ical parties to clarify their 
stand on the construction of 
a Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. 

The investigative agency 
moved the court weeks after 



Kalyan Singh rejoined the BJP 
in Lucknow on Monday. ■ pti 


the 87-year-old leader com¬ 
pleted his tenure as Gover¬ 
nor, a constitutional post 
which offered him immunity 
from the trial in the Babri 
Masjid demolition case. 

The court accepted the 
CBI application after ascer¬ 
taining from the agency that 


Mr. Singh is no longer hold¬ 
ing any constitutional posi¬ 
tion. 

As the trial is being con¬ 
ducted on a day-to-day basis, 
the CBI application may be 
taken up for adjudication on 
September 11. 

The other BJP leaders who 
are facing trial in the case in¬ 
clude Murli Manohar Joshi 
and Uma Bharti. Mr. Singh 
was the Chief Minister of Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh when the Mugh- 
al-era mosque was demol¬ 
ished by right-wing activists 
on December 6,1992. 

When a reporter asked 
him if he would now face 
trial in the case, Mr. Singh 
did not give a direct reply. 
Stressing that “Ayodhya is a 
sacred pilgrimage site”, he 


said, “The construction of a 
Ram temple is a question of 
faith of crores of people.” 

“I don’t want to do any 
politics on this. But what I 
want to say is that all parties 
should clear their stand in 
front of people, whether 
they are in favour of con¬ 
struction of Ram temple or 
against it,” Mr. Singh said at a 
press conference. 

e No elections’ 

He dismissed prospects of 
his return to the electoral 
field, saying: “I won't contest 
elections. I have fought ma¬ 
ny.” He said he would contn 
bute as a “disciplined work¬ 
er” to make the party 
stronger. 

(With PTI inputs) 
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Jharkhand State Khadi & Village Industries BoanffN 
Udyog Bhawan, Ratu Road,Ranchi 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy them¬ 
selves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this news¬ 
paper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for 
the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's products and/or 
services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this 
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damages for advertisements in this newspaper. 


CAPEX 
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INDUSTRIAL CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LTD. 

P.B Mo. 262, Industrial Development Plot, H & C Compound, Mundakkal West, Kollam 
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CASHEW KERNELS 

Invited e-tender IDs 2019_CAPEX_299757_1, 299771, 299801 for sale of 
export grades - closing at 6 pm 17.09.19. Log on to etenders.kerala.gov.in 
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further details. 

09/09/2019 Sd/- Managing Director 


‘Chinmayanand raped, 
physically exploited me’ 

Law student alleges police not registering the rape case 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SHAHJAHANPUR (U.P.) 

The postgraduate student, 
who had levelled harass¬ 
ment charges against Swami 
Chinmayanand, on Monday 
alleged she was raped by the 
BJP leader who also physi¬ 
cally exploited her for one 
year. 

Addressing media per¬ 
sons here, she claimed that 
the Shahjahanpur police 
were not registering the rape 
case. 

“Swami Chinmayanand 
raped me and even exploit¬ 
ed me physically for one 
year,” she alleged before me¬ 
dia persons, her face co¬ 
vered with a black scarf. 

The victim also ap¬ 
proached the Delhi police 
with a complaint accusing 
the BJP leader of raping her. 

A senior Delhi Police offic¬ 
er said they received a com¬ 
plaint at a police station in 
south district, which has 
been forwarded to the spe¬ 
cial investigation team of 
U.P. Police. 

“Delhi Police has regis¬ 
tered this complaint at the 
Lodhi Road police station 
and has forwarded it to 
Shahjahanpur police, which 
is not registering the rape 
case,” she alleged. 

“On Sunday, the SIT 



Swami Chinmayanand 


quizzed me for about 11 
hours. I have told them 
about the rape. Even after 
telling them everything, 
they have not arrested Chin¬ 
mayanand yet,” she said. 

‘Have all proof’ 

She alleged that when her 
father gave a complaint to 
police here about her physi¬ 
cal exploitation, Shahjahan¬ 
pur District Magistrate Indra 
Vilcram Singh “issued 
threats”, asking her father to 
file “a missing complaint” 
instead. 

“I have all the proofs. The 
hostel where I lived has been 
sealed. It should be opened 
in front of the media,” she 
said, adding that she would 
give the proof, including vi¬ 
deo clips, at an opportune 
time against the 72-year-old 
BJP leader. 


On the FIR registered by 
Mr. Chinmayanand’s lawyer 
alleging that she was de¬ 
manding tS crore, she said, 
“It should be probed. This is 
a fake allegation.” 

“He (Chinmayanand) has 
ruined lives of many girls. I 
am the only one to muster 
the courage and stand up,” 
she added. 

SIT at work 

The SIT, headed by Inspec¬ 
tor General Naveen Arora, 
was set up by the Uttar Pra¬ 
desh government on Sep¬ 
tember 3 on a Supreme 
Court directive after the girl 
went missing on August 24 
after levelling allegations 
against a “sant” in a video. 
She was later traced in 
Rajasthan. 

The Shahjahanpur police 
had on August 27 lodged an 
FIR against Mr. Chinmaya¬ 
nand. The SIT is looking into 
the details of the probe con¬ 
ducted by the local police in 
the high-profile matter. 

The SIT had called mem¬ 
bers of the girl’s family at the 
district Police Lines on Sun¬ 
day afternoon for recording 
their statement. The team vi¬ 
sited the residence of the BJP 
leader, his ashram and the 
college run by him where 
the victim studied. 


Short Tender Notice 
NIT NO. 11/JSKVIB/2019-20 

Jharkhand State Khadi & Village Industries Board Ranchi organizes 
various Melas like Khadi & Saras Mela, Sawan Mela, Baisaklii Mela etc. at 
Ranchi and other locations within and outside Jharkhand. Accordingly, the 
undersigned invites sealed tenders from reputed exhibition contractors/ agencies 
for event management which includes fabrication & construction of the Gate, 
boundary, facilitation center, cultural center, stall, theme pavilion, technical 
demonstration, food court, toilet, carpeting, flags, inaugural & valedictory 
functions etc. 

The last date for submitting tender papers is 24/09/2019 by 3 PM. 

For details, please visit our website www.jharkhandkhadi.net sd/- 

ci*c fol eft crT cie^VT| Chief Executive Officer 

PR216501 (Jharkhand State Khadi & Village Industries Board)19-20*D Jharkhand State Khadi & 


mANDHRA PRADESH TECHNOLOGY SERVICES LTD 

Tender Call Notice for Smart Phones, SIM Cards, Fingerprint Scanners and Iris devices 
for all Village/Ward Volunteers and Village/ Ward Secretariats in Andhra Pradesh 

Time schedule of various tender related events: 

Bid calling date 

10-09-2019 

Date, Time and Venue for 
pre-bid conference 

13-09-2019 at 11AM at APTS, 3rd Floor, 

R & B Building, Labbipet, M.G. Road, Vijayawada 

Bid closing date/time 

23-09-2019, 03.00 PM 

Bid Document Fee 

Rs. 50,000/- DD in the favor of The Managing 
Director, APTS Ltd, payable at Vijayawada 

APTS Contact person 

K. Shyam Sunder, Manager, Mob: 99630 29402, 
Email: shyamsunder.k@gov.in 

APTS Reference No. 

ITC51-14021/29/2019-PR0C-APTS 

For further details regarding detailed Tender Notification, specifications and digital 
certificate please visit https://www.apts.gov.in and www.apeprocurement.gov.in. 

Sd/- Managing Director, A.P. Technology Services Ltd. 


Gang-rape victim’s statement not recorded 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

The statement of a woman 
who was allegedly gang- 
raped by four men in front of 
her husband on Saturday 
night in Dhanaura area of 
Amroha could not be re¬ 
corded in front of a magis¬ 
trate on Monday. 

“We took her to the court 
but the judge was not availa¬ 


ble today,” said Amroha SP 
Vipin Tada. He added that 
the victim refused to under¬ 
go a medical examination. 

The woman, who hails 
from Kuakhera village of the 
district, has alleged that she 
and her husband were re¬ 
turning home from Bijnor in 
an e-rickshaw when they 
were waylaid by four motor¬ 
cycle-borne men. The ac¬ 


cused allegedly took the cou¬ 
ple to a field and gang-raped 
the woman. When the hus¬ 
band protested, they shot at 
him, said the FIR. 

Monika Yadav, circle offic¬ 
er, Dhanaura, said a case has 
been registered under Sec¬ 
tion 376D and 307 of IPC 
against Usman, Riazuddin, 
Rashid, and Riazul of the 
same village. 


CLASSIFIEDS MART 

TO ADVERTISE: 

www.thehinduads.com 

011-43579738 • 43579797 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


VjJETHAWSACM|MY 

ACI thru ANTHROPOLOGY 


VIJETHAs ACTIVE LEARNING PROGRAMME: 


7\ UPSC Syllabus precisely lectured 
71 Quality Interactive & Constructive discussions 
7\ Daily learning thru Answer writing 
7t Weekly evaluation thru Consistent Tests 
7\ Complimented with: 

0 40 Practice Tests* ;'i 

0 Study Material & Reference Sourcesv 
0 Mains 2020 Test Series* 

*Can be availed after course completion A 



September 


#An Optional chosen by any background stream students 


Add.: 7/50, II nd Floor, Near Roop Vatika, Shankar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60 

(£>011-42473555, 7678508541 ©@9650852636 


Classic IASi 
ACADEMY' 


SHAPING TALENT Sine© 2009 

GENERAL STUDIES | CSAT | 0PTI0NAIS 

www.classiciasacademy.com 


South Delhi 
9310034050 


Karol Bagh 
011-40536473 


FOLLOW ONOYOUTUBE/ 
ANTHROPOLOGY BY VIJAY SINGH 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

Qinnh (Author "Social & Physical Anthropology" 
Uy Vljdy Olliyil 32 nd Year Guiding Experience) 



iFresh Batch: 15 “ Sept. 11:00am to 1 : oo P m 

[Evening 5:30am to 7:30pm BATCH JUST STARTED | 

EACH TOIPC WITH PREVIOUS QUESTIONS ARE DICTATED IN CLASS. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given on behalf of Mr. Satpal Singh and Mrs. Anita who 
intends to purchase & mortgage the Entire First Floor of property No.57 
Pachim Vihar Extension, New Delhi with our client Axis Bank Ltd against 
the financial assistance. Whereas, Mr. Kedar Nath had acquired the said 
property by way of Conveyance Deed dtd 07.12.2005. Kedar Nath died on 
11.06.2014 & his son Anurag Dawaralso died on 22.06.2017, leaving behind 
sole legal heir Mrs. Anamika Chahal D/o Late Kedar Nath, who further sold the 
said property to Mr. Bhajan Lai Singla vide Sale Deed dtd 04.01.2018. Now, 
Mr. Bhajan Lai Singla intends to sell the Entire First Floor to our Borrower/s. 
If any person(s) having objection regarding ownership of above mentioned 
claimants or regarding mortgage of the said property is/are requested to 
intimate in writing to undersigned within 10 days from the date of issue of this 
notice at below address. In the event no information is received within 10 days 
from date hereof, our Client i.e. Axis Bank Ltd. will proceed with the mortgage 

process. KEWIN KUNJAPPY, ADVOCATE 

A-13, LGF, South Extn-ll, New Delhi-49 # 011-26262610,11,12 


Tfficmsr 

INDIA’S TOP INSTITUTE 

for Sociology Optional 



ANU KUMARI 

AIR 2, CSE 2017 


I would like to thank PRAVEEN KISHORE SIR for his 
fabulous guidance. Sir made sociology concepts 
lucid and so easy to understand. Sir provided 
valuable feedback in test series. Your guidance 
has been extremely crucial in my success^ 


Regular Classroom Programme - 16 th Sept 


r 

Crash Course Cum Test Series - 12 th Oct 


LIVE Online Classes at 

www.neostencil.com/institute/nice-ias 


ACHIEVERS CSE 2018 ^ j-\ 


ANYA 


AWHALE MANISHA 
MANIKPAO 

AIR 33 


Basement, House No. 59, Block No. 23 
Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi -110060 


M 







An Honest Effort 


FREE COACHING 

& SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 

KHrl mefeK tULcwl £RT ferrtftTT 


UlHKl 2&&R 


ebl4yiMI 


% TTTST cF^T Wtn 


^9560633328, 6203561 263® www.upscanthropology.com 

3B, 4 th Floor, Croma Centre, Pusa Road, Near Karol Bagh Metro, New Delhi-05 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


3TFT 10 


SEPT 
9 AM 






3TPT 


289, Dhaka Johar, Near Dushahara Ground, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09 

© 011-27608204, 9312511015,8851301204 


iimiiiiiiiiiiiii 

New Batch 24 !^TpmU2§SSS 


HIGHEST SCORE EVER-362, BY LAKSHIM H; AIR-45 


TOTAL 32+ SELECTIONS IN CSE-2018: MANY GOT 300+ MARK 


L2A 


2lf§T cV>uf 

■: m : il< i: ltl i-.-fc-i'-i fTTTYa iTTTvvt m 

LMU'.'M'i HMMH PTWl.'.m & 


OPEN SEMINAR 


3llvJ1 r9:15 


011-25721883;9821805141 ;9868560857 I 9990582226,9818956036 
98, GF. ORN, NEAR UCO BANK, DEL-60 
L web: www.l_2A.IN 




". Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-9, Web: www.sdeducom, 


PAVAN KUMAR’S IAS 


(An Academy of General Studies & Public Administration) 


Admissions are on 


Ph. 09910944333, 
011-47065959 

Email: nice_ias@yahoo.co.in 


Public 

Administration 


10 th oct. 


REGULAR 

BATCH 


TEST SERIES MAINS 


GS Modules 


►- 



f for more details: www.pavankumarias.com/ 

08447412868,8447532310,9911366520 

18/4, First Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar, 0 pp. Aggarwal Sweets, New Delhi-110060 


PUBLIC NOTICE 



4+ KRISHNA KUMAR 


FREE WORKSHOP 


13 September 

OLD RAJENDER NAGAR : 4:30 PM 
MUKHERJEE NAGAR: 11:00 AM 
14 Sept. 6:30 PM 


QUES-ANS. WRIIIN6 CUSS I 

TEST SERIES: SUN. 2 PM 


WATCH YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

^KRISHNA’S IAS 

SHOP NO. 92, SECOND FLOOR, 

OLD RAJENDRA NAGAR, NEW DELHI-60 

©9911271887 


PERSONAL 


LOST & FOUND 


It Is Notified for the Information that 
my Original Qualifying Examination 
Certificate of Main All India Senior 
School Certificate Examination of Year 
2004 and Roll No. 6253711 Issued by 
CBSE has been lost. If found please 
report to MOOSA KHAN at D-293, De¬ 
fence Colony, Delhi - 24, Telephone: 
8860877927 


Publrc Notice 

Pubik m large- jict here-Kv infemttd iM 
SmL OuyaLn, L^vl D/o Lade 5mL. Nnnd 
Rani cLntms 1o be Uk absolute owner 
and in possession of Property No. A-54. 
Bloci-Ajituflbxl q. 1 Set tor-12, Noida. 
Demu. fiauianL BuJu Nagar, I lilac 
l J ruJunti. L-ifi the basis, of VluLtJji.ri 

Uim dmd 23.US.1WJ issued by 
Nnkla Authority afleF the Jealh of her 
mother i e. SmL. Nncid Koni, »ho was 
ihe previous owner.Now. our client Sh. 
I tori Xishaii proj^Tso- lo purchase the 
Progeny Nl>.A- 54, Bloek-A, Situated 
at Seeitu--1 INuida, I) isli .Gai^arti FMltUt 
Napr, Utiar PnuJesfr. from Smt, 
Coyalri Devi D.'a Life 5-mi Njind 
Roiii.^ho hni represented hcrselJ'to be 
lire absolule owner of tiie aforesaid 
property by righL^.litlc^and interests. 
Any pertcni(s) elaittlirttf ;mv tiji:lil>,lil]e 
a* iEiceresLs in arid over the 

flfcmesidd pfippcrty or iWy pan thereof 
IJiroisgh sale, exchange, mortgage, gift. 
IrusL, inheritance, bqiicn. possession . 
lease, Iben. easement or otherwise may 
lodge llieir claims/ ohjeetbcuu widi 
Lk>e aiaientary proof thereof, to the 
uavlenHgneJ,wi ihin 7 days I'hnm the 
'■Ljre of publkmion of this notice, n- 
otherwise our dLent shall proceed 
lowards the purchase Irasoetion willi 
good faith, as if there are no subsisting 
eEuims ,, objeotjofts r aiid alt such claims/ 
objections oh'ti filed in time sludl be 
deemed tn haw been waived & given 
vp nmd slull not be hiaJin^ uur 
client. Muhd- Keren I Advocate) 

Legal Consultants 1 -1633.Ciitaramjan 
PariOJew did-110019 Mobile No 
Q&S47NWT. 


m 


P.C 

.S. 2017 






TENDERS 


CHENNAI PORT TRUST 
S l\M ECH & elec. 
WK® ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENT 


Tender No: 

M EE/28/2019/ D y.CM£( E5) 

e-Tenders are invited for 
Providing Power Supply 
arrangements for Coastal 
Berth in Chennai Port Trust 
For details/carrigendum tf any, 
please visit 

www.eprocure.govJn/ 

wwwxben naiport.eov, in 
Chief M ethamcal Engi neer 


PUBLIC NOTICE ^SITUATION VACANT 


GENERAL 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


I, Harish Chander Ghai s/o 
Late Bhagwan Dass r/o 133-R 
Model Town sonipat, hereby 
notify that I am getting 500 
shares of Apollo Tyres Ltd 
Transferred to my name being 
a legal heir of late Bhagwan 
Dass who owned the shares 
on his name and who now 
expired on 16th sep 2006 if 
any one has any objections to 
this effect may please notify 
me. 


Competition 


WIZARD 


fflaM 




LEGAL NOTICE 


LEGAL NOTICE 
IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT 

(The High Court of Assam, Nagaland, 
Mizoram &Arunachal Pradesh) 

(Civil Apeellate Jurisdiction) 

MFA No. 19/2019 

The IFFCKO-TOKIO General Insurance 

Co. Ltd .Appellant 

Versus 

Smt.Nibha Devi & 2 Others 

.Respondents 

1. Sri Dinesh Kumar S/o Sri Madan Prasad 
R/o ll/N-725, Santnagar, Old Faridabad, 
District - Faridabad, Haryana, Pincode: 
121002, 

[Owner of the Vehicle No. IIR-38-U-9672 

(1109 Truck)] .Respondent No. 3 

Whereas, the above-named Appellant The 
IFFKO-TOKIO General Insurance Co. Ltd, 
has filed an appeal in MFA No.19/2019 
filed under Section 30 of the Employee's 
Compensation Act, 1923 against the 
Judgement and Order dated 06.06.2017 
passed by the Learned Commissioner for 
Employee's Compensation, Golaghat, in 
E.C. Case No. 03/2016 and the said case 
has been fixed for appearance 
23.10.2019. 

You are hereby asked to appear either 
personally or throught authorized 
Advocate on your behalf before this Court 
on the said date i.e 23.10.2019 at 
10.30A.M. positively and to show cause, 
if any. 

TAKE NOTICE that if you fail to appear and 
to show cause as directed, the matter shall 
be heard and decided ex-parte in your 
absence on the aforesaid date or 
thereafter as the business of the Court 
maypem* Dy . Registrar (Jud| . 2) 

Gauhati High Court, Guwahai 


REQUIRES 


Senior Editor 


Desirability: Candidate must 
have faced IAS Interview; 
possess understanding of 
editorial writing, editing skills; 
ability to communicate and 
express ideas and thoughts. The 
candidate must have at least 8 
years of work experience. 


Copy Editor 


Desirability: Candidate must 
possess strong command over 
the spellings, grammar- 
understanding of editorial 
writing, proof-reading editing 
skills; ability to clearly 
communicate and express ideas 
and thoughts. The candidate 
must have at least 5 years of 
work experience. 


Email your resume 

latest by Sept 15 (5 pm) at 
competitionwizard@gmail.com 


A reputed institute for 
Civil Services coaching is 
looking for well qualified 
candidates to teach 


POLITICAL SCIENCE 
OPTIONAL 


Candidate with good exposure 
to UPSC Exams with passion 
for teaching and effective 
communication in English 
is required. 


Location: CHENNAI 
*Travel and accomodation 
will be provided 

Send CV to 

reach.iasips@gmail.com 



nmmsEEE 


General Public is hereby informed 
that one female Namely: Unknown, 
D/o: Unknown, Address: Unknown 
was found on flyover Akshardham to 
Noida, in front of Crown Plaza Hotel, 
Mayur Vihar Extn., Delhi in the area of 
P. S. Patparganj Ind. Area, Delhi on 
06.09.2019 at 07:18 pm. In this regard 
a case has been lodged vide DD No. 43-A, dated 
06.09.2019 at P. S. Patparganj Ind. Area, Delhi. The 
description of the dead female is as under:- Age: 
about 40 years, Sex: Female, Height: 5’ approx., 
Complexion: Shallow, I.D. Mark: "Samser" tattoo 
mark on right arm, Wearing: Yellow colour blouse and 
blue colour printed half pant. If any one having any 
information about this dead person please inform 
undersigned. ShlC) 

P.S. Patparganj Ind. Area, Delhi 
DP/7017/ED/19 Ph.: 011-22146490, 22146491 


A ND-NDE 
































































































































































































































THE HINDU DELHI 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 


WEST 7 


With polls approaching, State 
clears 37 proposals in one day 


Kolhapur, Sangli face renewed flood threat 
as heavy rain batters western Maharashtra 

Major dams discharge water; 4 NDRF teams on standby; people, livestock relocated 


Water grid in Osmanabad, Latur districts; Vajpayee monument in Mumbai planned 



Some solace: The government will waive farm Loans obtained 
from out-of-the-jurisdiction money Lenders in Marathwada 
and Vidarbha districts. ■ file photo 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The State Cabinet on Mon¬ 
day cleared 37 proposals, 
including the one to issue 
tenders worth U>,122 crore 
for water grid in Osmana¬ 
bad and Latur districts. 
This was possibly the se¬ 
cond-last meeting before 
the announcement of the 
Assembly polls. 

The State sanctioned the 
formation of a cabinet sub¬ 
committee to construct a 
monument to former Prime 
Minister late Atal Bihari Vaj¬ 
payee in Mumbai. The city 
will get 16 new commercial 
courts. Shurshusha citizen 
cooperative hospital in Vik- 
hroli has been allocated 
crore to provide affordable 
healthcare. 

The State will offer a new 
quota in MBBS admission in 
government medical colleg¬ 
es to those who are willing 
to work for a longer period 
in rural areas after the 
course is over. Aspiring 
candidates will have to sign 
a bond with the govern¬ 
ment. 

The government will in¬ 
troduce the Maharashtra 
Designation of Certain 
Seats in Government and 
Municipal Corporations 
Medical Colleges Bill for the 
same. As per the decision, 
those seeking reservation 
under this quota for degree 
courses, will have to work 
in government services for 
five years and 10% seats will 
be reserved for them. For 
postgraduate courses, 20% 
seats will be kept reserved 
and the candidates will 
have to work for seven 
years. The government 
hopes the scheme will help 
clear dearth of medical of¬ 
ficers in government servic¬ 
es. 

Presently, students have 
to spend at least a year in 
rural areas as an internship. 


An important policy 
cleared by the cabinet said 
no individual can avail of 
more than one flat if that 
person has already benefit¬ 
ed from a government 
scheme. Earlier, the restric¬ 
tion was that the person 
could not have the second 
flat in the same district. 


Among the decisions to be¬ 
nefit farming and irrigation 
sector, the State will imple¬ 
ment the ‘State of Maha¬ 
rashtra’s Agribusiness and 
Rural Transformation 
(SMART)’ project assisted 
by the World Bank. Four ir¬ 
rigation projects in Jalgaon 
district and one in Thane’s 


Shahapur were given im¬ 
proved administrative ap¬ 
proval. A decision which 
would bring cheer to the 
farmers in Marathwada and 
Vidarbha, the cabinet has 
decided to waive farm loans 
obtained from out-of- the- 
jurisdiction money lenders. 

The amount may run in¬ 
to around ^100 crore. 
These farmers were till now 
could avail of the benefit of 
the farm loan waiver 
scheme. 

The State Cabinet has al¬ 
so decided to implement 
the CM Awas Yojana for the 
leprosy patients. A decision 
to establish industrial train¬ 
ing institutes for Divyang 
individuals was also made. 
A centre for excellence will 
be set up in mental asylums 
of Thane, Pune and Nagpur 
to develop a curriculum re¬ 
lated to mental health. 


Govt, to regularise property 
transfers in refugee colonies 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra Cabinet 
on Monday cleared a pro¬ 
posal to set up a sub¬ 
committee to regularise 
residential and commer¬ 
cial transfers without 
sanction in refugee colo¬ 
nies in the city and its 
suburbs. The colonies 
house migrants who tra¬ 
velled to Mumbai after 
Partition. 

The regularisation will 
take place after paying 
transfer fee. The sub¬ 
committee will be head¬ 
ed by the revenue minis¬ 
ter, while the Relief and 
Rehabilitation secretary 


will be the member se¬ 
cretary. It will include the 
education minister, in¬ 
dustries minister, higher 
and technical education 
minister and the minister 
of state, Urban Develop¬ 
ment Department. 

Maharashtra has 31 re¬ 
fugee colonies, and 
around 5,000 of these fa¬ 
milies live in Mumbai. 
The colony in Ulhasnagar 
is already under a cluster 
development scheme. 
Chembur Colony, Wadia 
Trust Estate in Kurla, 
Thakkar Bappa Colony in 
Chembur, Koliwada Colo¬ 
ny in Sion, and Mulund 
Colony and Kopri Colony 


in Thane have been cate¬ 
gorised as refugee colo¬ 
nies. The Sindhi and Pun¬ 
jabi communities in the 
city will benefit the most 
from the decision. 

The refugees were gi¬ 
ven land through a com¬ 
pensation pool since they 
had left all their belong¬ 
ings in Pakistan and 
chose to stay in India. 

The families have eith¬ 
er transferred or sold 
their flats or commercial 
places to others, without 
the collector’s approval. 
“It is impossible to cancel 
the transactions. Those 
will have to be regular¬ 
ised,” said an official. 


Holding attention 



With a message: Curious passersby look at the pandal set up by the Nukkad Mitra Mandal, which portrays the flood situation in 
Kolhapur city with Lord Ganesh as a protector. ■ abhijeet gurjar 



SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

The spectre of floods hovers 
once more over Kolhapur 
and Sangli districts in west¬ 
ern Maharashtra following 
incessant rain in the catch¬ 
ment areas throughout last 
week. This has resulted in a 
massive discharge of water 
from major dams, spiking 
the water level in the Panch- 
ganga river, which courses 
through Kolhapur, and the 
Krishna river that passes 
through Sangli. 

Residents living in the vi¬ 
cinity of these rivers in these 
two districts have been 
asked to move to safer zones 
by the district 
administrations. 

On Monday, Koyna dam 
(in neighbouring Satara dis¬ 
trict) was almost filled to the 
brim with its present water 
stock at 103.08 thousand 
million cubic feet (tmcft), 
while Warna dam in Kolha¬ 
pur is filled to capacity, hav¬ 
ing a water stock of 34.05 
tmcft. Officials said despite 
showers considerably reduc¬ 
ing in intensity on Monday, 
the discharge was still on 
from all major dams includ¬ 
ing Koyna (45,681 cusecs till 
Monday evening), Radhana- 
gari (4,256 cusecs), and War¬ 
na (13,368 cusecs). 

But an ongoing discharge 
of 2.5 lakh cusecs from Al- 
matti dam in north Karnata¬ 
ka (adjoining Kolhapur) has 
done much to stave off fears 
of flooding in Sangli and Kol¬ 
hapur for the moment. 

Taking no chances 

But the authorities are not 
taking any chances with 
both districts yet to fully re¬ 
cover from a deluge which 
cost at least 35 human lives 
and killed hundreds of lives¬ 
tock besides damaging pro¬ 
perty and ruining crops to 
the tune of crores of rupees. 

Four National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
teams from Pune are on 
standby in both these dis¬ 
tricts, with two deployed in 
Kolhapur (one each in Shirol 
and Jaysinghpur tehsils) and 
the other two in Sangli (one 
each in Islampur and Miraj 
taluks). 

“Our teams had left for 
Sangli and Kolhapur on Sep¬ 
tember 6 owing to heavy 
rain in the catchment areas 
there, which led to dis¬ 
charge of water from all ma¬ 
jor dams. The necessity for 
evacuation has not arisen 
yet as the water has not ex¬ 
ceeded danger levels. More¬ 
over, the rain has considera¬ 


bly reduced today,” 
Sachidanand Gawade, spo¬ 
kesperson, NDRF, said. 

Even then, more than 750 
persons from 350-odd fami¬ 
lies and hundreds of lives¬ 
tock, mainly in Shirol and 
Karvir tehsils, were relocat¬ 
ed to safer areas on Sunday, 
while another 20-odd fami¬ 
lies in Sangli district were 
moved on Monday, accord¬ 
ing to Kolhapur and Sangli 
district administration 
officials. 

24 roads closed 

The rise in the river water le¬ 
vels has caused 24 roads in 
Kolhapur - nine inter-State 
routes and 15 inter-district 
roads - to shut down for 
traffic. 

“While the Panchganga 
level had exceeded its dan¬ 
ger mark, it remained con- 


While the 
Panchganga level 
had exceeded its 
danger mark, it 
remained constant 
at 39.10 feet at 
Rajaram Weir for 
the better part of 
the day 

AN OFFICIAL 

Kolhapur district administration 

stant at 39.10 feet at Rajaram 
Weir for the better part of 
the day. Currently, around 
70 weirs on the Panchganga, 
Dudhganga, Warna, Tulshi, 
Kadvi and other rivers in 
Kolhapur are submerged,” 
an official from the Kolhapur 
district administration said. 

After a brief respite for a 
fortnight following the 
floods which ravaged Sangli, 
the Krishna has shot up to an 


alarming 33 feet in the past 
week from 12 feet. 

“Despite the river’s dan¬ 
ger mark being 45 feet, there 
is a fear of flooding again in 
low-lying areas even at 33 
feet. Hence, the district ad¬ 
ministration has asked peo¬ 
ple living in these areas to re¬ 
main on alert,” an official at 
Sangli collectorate said. 

Meanwhile, steady and 
continuous showers have 
lashed Pune district for the 
last 48 hours, prompting ir¬ 
rigation department officials 
to discharge water from Kha- 
dakwasla dam at regular 
intervals. 

A discharge of water at 
the rate of 18,491 cusecs 
from the dam continued 
throughout Sunday and the 
better part of Monday, 
prompting a sharp rise in 
the level of the Mutha river. 


Godavari bank residents on alert 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NASHIK 

The Nashilc district admi¬ 
nistration has asked peo¬ 
ple living on the banks of 
the Godavari river to re¬ 
main alert in view of the 
release of water from some 
of the major dams follow¬ 
ing continuous rain, an of¬ 
ficial said on Monday. 

Incessant showers over¬ 
night and in the morning 
forced the irrigation de¬ 
partment to release 1,100 
cusecs and 5,924 cusecs of 
water from Gangapur and 


Darna dams, respectively, 
at 9 a.m. on Monday. The 
Gangapur dam is one of 
the key sources of drinking 
water supply to the city. 

“Both the dams are 
filled to their maximum ca¬ 
pacity following good rain. 
The water level in the Go¬ 
davari is also rising steadi¬ 
ly. Therefore, we have 
asked people living on the 
river banks to remain al¬ 
ert,” the official at the col¬ 
lectorate said. 

The district has 24 re¬ 
servoirs, of which 12 are 


filled 100% while the oth¬ 
ers have about 80-90% wa¬ 
ter of their total storage ca¬ 
pacity. Two medium 
capacity dams - Manik- 
punj and Nagasakya - are 
still dry due to insufficient 
rainfall in the Girna valley 
of the district. 

Last month, heavy rain 
and release of water from 
Gangapur dam into the 
Godavari flooded some 
areas. It also caused water¬ 
logging around some tem¬ 
ples located on the banks 
of the river. 



Sardar Sarovar Dam water level crosses 136 metres 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AHMEDABAD 

The Gujarat government has 
issued an alert for villages 
along the banks of the Nar¬ 
mada river after the water le¬ 
vel in Sardar Sarovar Dam 
crossed 136 metres, the high¬ 
est since its height was raised 
to 138 metres in 2017, due to 
heavy rain. With the rise in 
the water level, which now 
stands at 136.21 metres, auth¬ 
orities have opened 23 of the 
30 gates of the mega dam. 


The Sardar Sarovar Nar¬ 
mada Nigam Limited’s 
(SSNNL’s) control room said 
the dam was getting 6.47 
lakh cusecs (cubic foot per 
second) of water of which a 
dominant 6.16 lakh cusecs 
was being released into the 
river by opening 23 of the 
30 gates. 

The flood warning, is¬ 
sued by the SSNNL on Sun¬ 
day night, asked residents 
of villages along the banks 
of the river in Narmada, Va¬ 


dodara and Bharuch dis¬ 
tricts, and the authorities, 
to be alert as inflow of water 
into the river may cause it to 
breach its banks. 

Sardar Sarovar Dam, with 
around 4,933 million cubic 
metres of water, is almost 
91% full, according to a State 
government release. 

Narmada district Collec¬ 
tor I.K. Patel on Monday is¬ 
sued a circular asking dis¬ 
trict officials to remain alert 
and take precautionary 


steps to ensure no unto¬ 
ward incident occurs due to 
the rise in the water level of 
the river. 

Gujarat has so far re¬ 
ceived 109.99% of its annual 
average rainfall, with 22 of 
the 33 districts receiving 
100% rainfall, the release 
said. 

Of the 204 reservoirs in 
the State, 72 are overflowing 
while another 62 have the 
water storage between 70 
and 100%. 


Suspense over NCP MP’s ‘BJP entry’ continues 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 
MP from Satara, Udayanraje Bho- 
sale, seems to have failed to decide 
on whether to join the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) or remain with 
Sharad Pawar’s party. 

According to sources, a private 
meeting of Mr. Bhosale and his 
supporters in Pune on Monday, 
where he was supposed to an¬ 
nounce his decision, was allegedly 
scrapped with the MP leaving for 
Mumbai instead. 

The BJP, too, has apparently put 
conditions on Mr. Bhosale’s entry, 
demanding that he resign his Par¬ 
liamentary post before formally 
joining it - something that has 
vexed the MP and divided his 
followers. 

While one section has urged the 
MP not to leave the NCP and resign 
his MP post, others say Mr. Bho¬ 
sale, a direct descendant of the 
Maratha warrior king Shivaji, can 
taste victory on a BJP ticket. 



Udayanraje Bhosale 


With defections galore from the 
NCP and the Congress ahead of 
the Assembly polls, there has been 
speculation for the last fortnight 
over Mr. Bhosale - one of the only 
four elected NCP MPs in Maha¬ 
rashtra - going over to the BJP. 

The MP, who has been a vocal 
critic of his own party, is disgrun¬ 
tled with the factionalism within 
the NCP. Last week, in a last-ditch 
bid, the NCP had sent actor- 
turned-MP from Shirur, Amol 
Kolhe, to persuade Mr. Bhosale to 
change his mind. However, their 


meeting in Satara came a cropper 
for Dr. Kolhe. 

Soon after, Swabhimani Paksha 
chief and NCP ally, Raju Shetti, 
too, had called on Mr. Bhosale to 
dissuade him from joining the BJP, 
saying that leaders like Mr. Bho¬ 
sale were required for keeping a 
strong opposition alive in the 
State. 

Last month. Chief Minister De- 
vendra Fadnavis, during the ‘Ma- 
hajanadesh Yatra’, had said that 
the BJP would be happy if Mr. Bho¬ 
sale joined the ruling party. 

However, a section within the 
BJP is worried that Mr. Bhosale’s 
entry will again lead to infighting 
between him and his cousin Shi- 
vendraraje Bhosale, the MLA of 
Satara, who had recently exited 
the NCP to ally with the BJP. 

Complicating matters is 
Udayanraje’s rivalry with yet 
another stalwart NCP leader from 
Satara, Ramraje Naik-Nimbalkar, 
who too is disposed to joining the 
BJP. 


OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 



Sri. A. N. Jagannatha Rao (85 years) 


Former Direttor-HIVELM Industries 

Founder Trustee and Hon. Secy, of Madras Snake Park 
Madras Naturalist Society, Besant Centenary Trust 
Attained the Lotus Feet of Lord Anantha Padmanabha on 0^09-2019 
Deeply Mourned by Srm, Savithri Jagannatha Rao, 
Ganesh & Sangeetha Prasanna, Aparna Rao & San jay Natarajan 
Sri. A. IM. Srinivasa Rao (Sri. Ana nth a Padmanahha Swamy 
Temple), Smt. Seetha Rajagopal Rao 
& SrL A. N. Ramaehander (Precision Industries) 

Last rites at Besant Nagar crematorium on 10-09-2019 at 3.00 PM 
Ph: +914424412624, +9144-24453945, +919940144663 


DEATH 



With profound grief 
we regret to inform that 
our beloved mother 

Smt Kama! Kausbl 
left for her heavenly 
abode on Saturday, 
the 7th September 2019 

A Prayer Meeting in her 
remembrance is being 
organlted TODAY 
(Tuesday, the 10th September l 
at 3 PM stlPE* Bhawan, 
lift Ektgnsion. Pgtpar Ganj, 
Delhi- 1L009Z, 

In {and remembrance: 

Vi jay Prate p^itupriya; Beenu; 
Vidya Bhushan Arara-Prabha; 
Mridute-AjR Jhaj 
Piattbha-Satyakam 


DEATH 


SHRI. S.SANTHI IAS (retd). Died on 
Sept 9, 2019. Survived by wife Pa¬ 
pa (Kothamani), daughter Tara, son 
Nikhil, brother Satyam and their 
families. Phone-044-24918828. Mo¬ 
bile-9566069328. Email- nickyl 967@ 
gmail.com 


IN MEMORIAM 



26-08-1927 - 10-09-2012 

Mrs. Sarojlni Natarajan 

M A, MA H M.A iSrcft'iii, 


SahicvaRfli na. Platan. Hand 1 . Dip. in Gjndtian 
Thought, PG ffigl. m Tuareg Eref, PG ftpl* 

ItwJillBfl, tfT«, III Ilifltami Iti French 

Retired Principal & Prolessor uf English, 
Flimit? OHicg Bearer Frenipals AssncreImn, 
Madurei Knmprjj (JravaraHT: Afonin's ftlunrirj 

tot. 

Hindi Fracharak 

Carnatic nusic vacalist B. vainika 
Beloved and rumetnhcred in our 
hearts* minds* and wuh 
N. Ashok- 099624 93292 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, 
Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 
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Second flood warning for Godavari 

Nearly 15 lakh cusecs discharged for second time in a month at Cotton Barrage 



FLood-affected people moving in a boat at Devipatnam in 
Andhra Pradesh on Monday, -s. rambabu 



Harbour crane engulfed 
in fire in Vizag Port 


VISAKHAPATNAM 

A harbour mobile crane 
valued at ?30 to £35 crore 
went into flames at 
Visakhapatnam Port while 
unloading DAP in the early 
hours of Monday. No casualty 
was reported. The crane 
suffered extensive damage 
and the fire was doused 
within a short time . 

New tariff policy aims to 
'empower' the consumer 

HYDERABAD 

The Centre is planning to 
unveil a new power tariff 
policy soon with focus on 
empowerment of the 
consumer, including the 
option of choosing the energy 
supplier and penalising 
distribution companies for 
load shedding without valid 
reasons, Minister for Power 
R.K. Singh has said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

The discharge of Godavari 
river at the Sir Arthur Cotton 
Barrage in Andhra Pradesh 
came close to the 15 lakh cu- 
secs-mark for the second 
time within a month on 
Monday. 

The river spewed 15.61 
lakh cusecs at the barrage on 
August 10 and with just a day 
for completion of a month, 
the river discharged a flood 
of 14.95 lakh cusecs, showing 
a rising trend on Monday. 

The flood level at Bhadra- 
chalam read 48.10 ft, which 
is over the second warning 
level of 48 ft. A flood level of 
40.36 m that crossed the 
danger level of 39.24 m was 
read at Kunavaram and the 
flood level in Polavaram read 
26.48 m. 

Flood alert 

According to a projection re¬ 
leased to the media by the 


Andhra Pradesh Disaster 
Management Authority, 333 
habitations - 314 in East Go¬ 
davari and 19 in West Goda¬ 
vari - would be affected by 


the flood once it crossed the 
12.5 lakh mark. 

Meanwhile, the flood in 
Krishna river is also on the 
rise with the increase in in 


flows into Alamatti reservoir 
on the main river. Another 
one lakh cusecs was dis¬ 
charged into the main river 
upstream Srisailam reser¬ 
voir by the Tungabhadra 
tributary. 

Alamatti, which received 
1,71,740 cusecs, discharged 
2,28,407 cusecs to Srisailam 
dam downstream 

With a flood cushion of 
just 0.15 tmcft, the authori¬ 
ties had to release more than 
what the Srisailam reservoir 
received. The reservoir, 
which recorded an inflow of 
2.35 lakh cusecs, released 
2.73 lakh cusecs. 

Nagarjuna Sagar reser¬ 
voir, which still had a flood 
cushion of 5.36 trncft re¬ 
ceived 1.84 lakh cusecs and 
released 53,702 cusecs on 
Monday evening. Water is al¬ 
so being released in a small 
way from Pulichintala ba¬ 
lancing reservoir down¬ 
stream of Nagarjuna Sagar. 


Abhaya case witnesses 
may face perjury charge 

CBI hit by their shifting of allegiance 


Rebuked for gaming addiction, 
Karnataka youth kills father 

Police had tried counselling the 21-year-old the previous day 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BELAGAVI 

Raghuveer Kumbar, a 21- 
year-old unemployed youth 
of Kalcati village in Belagavi 
district of Karnataka, who 
was addicted to mobile 
games, killed his father early 
on Monday allegedly be¬ 
cause the latter objected to 
his obsession. 

Shekarappa Revappa 
Kumbar, 61, who had retired 
from the police department 
recently, had advised his son 
against his addiction several 
times. On Sunday, he ad¬ 
monished Raghuveer once 
again after seeing him play¬ 
ing games for several hours. 



Raghuveer Kumbar 


The annoyed youth then 
went out and threw stones at 
his neighbour’s house. 

The neighbours called the 
police, who summoned 
Raghuveer and his father to 
Kalcati police station. The 


police officer let them go af¬ 
ter counselling the youth for 
nearly an hour. 

But on reaching home, 
Raghuveer returned to play¬ 
ing games till midnight. 
Shekarappa allegedly shout¬ 
ed at him and asked him to 
go to sleep. An enraged 
Raghuveer later locked his 
mother’s room from the out¬ 
side and attacked his father, 
cutting off his head and leg 
with a kitchen knife. Shelca- 
rappa’s cries awakened his 
wife, who raised the alarm. 

The accused later told the 
police that he was angry that 
his father had “insulted” 
him by scolding him. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

At least two persons listed 
as witnesses in the Sister Ab¬ 
haya case could face the 
prospect of prosecution for 
perjury, according to offi¬ 
cials. 

The CBI is likely to file a 
report in court seeking the 
prosecution of Sanju P. 
Mathew and Sister Anupa- 
ma on the charge of having 
given false evidence during 
trial. The CBI had listed 
them as fourth and fifth wit¬ 
nesses in the case, respec¬ 
tively. However, they alleg¬ 
edly shifted allegiance to 
defence during the trial. 

The offence against them, 
if proved, entailed a punish¬ 


ment of up to three years of 
imprisonment. 

The prosecution in the 
case had not gone well for 
the CBI initially. 

The nun had retracted 
her statement that she had 
seen the headscarf and a 
pair of slippers that be¬ 
longed to Abhaya lying be¬ 
side the well from which 
rescue workers had fished 
out the novice’s body the 
next day. 

Mr. Mathew, a neighbour, 
had repudiated his state¬ 
ment that he had witnessed 
the accused priests, Fr. Tho¬ 
mas. M. Kottoor and Fr. 
Father Jose Poothrukayil, 
near the convent at the time 
of the alleged crime. 
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Seeking help: Residents at the Maradu flats staging a protest on Monday. ■ h. vibhu 


Maradu flat owners to 
get evacuation notices 

SC has ordered razing of the building by September 20 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

Residents of the ill-fated 
apartments in Maradu here 
will soon be served evacua¬ 
tion notices in the aftermath 
of the Supreme Court order 
to demolish the structures. 

A meeting of the Maradu 
municipal council, to be 
held on Tuesday, will take a 
decision in this regard. The 
Kerala government on Sun¬ 
day asked the local body to 
serve the notices and plan 
evacuation and rehabilita¬ 
tion measures. 

On September 6, the 
court asked the State to com¬ 
plete the demolition of the 
four building complexes, 
which came up in violation 
of the Coastal Regulation 
Zone guidelines, by Septem¬ 
ber 20, and report back 
when the court takes up the 
case on September 23. 

Emotional scenes 

Meanwhile, Holy Faith H20 
apartment witnessed emo¬ 
tional scenes on Monday af¬ 


ternoon when Chief Secre¬ 
tary Tom Jose visited the 
apartment complex. 

A few women sat on the 
entrance to the apartment 
complexes holding placards 
seeking steps to save their 
homes. Worry was writ large 
on their faces as they stared 
at the immediate possibility 
of losing their homes. 

The team of officials, in¬ 
cluding Collector S. Suhas, 
went around the building. 
As the officials returned, a 
few residents mobbed them 
asking for a hearing. No 
court or government can 
take any drastic measures 
such as demolition of the 
building without hearing the 
affected parties, they 
shouted. 

However, the officials re¬ 
fused to respond to the resi¬ 
dents. “I came to visit the 
site and to implement the 
Supreme Court verdict. I just 
wanted to see the place,” 
said Mr. Jose, when asked 
about the steps the adminis¬ 
tration proposed to take 


while implementing the Su¬ 
preme Court verdict. Police¬ 
men escorted the officials 
out of the building even as 
the residents continued to 
shout slogans. The officials 
also visited Golden Kayalo- 
ram, another apartment list¬ 
ed for demolition. 

Holds meeting 

Earlier, Mr. Jose held a meet¬ 
ing with civic representa¬ 
tives of the Maradu munici¬ 
pality and the district 
administration. 

Responding to the deve¬ 
lopments, T.H. Nadeera, 
chairperson of the munici¬ 
pality, said the authorities 
offered support for imple¬ 
menting the court verdict. 

Besides issuing notice to 
the residents to vacate their 
apartments, the local body 
will have to float short ten¬ 
ders for agencies to demol¬ 
ish the structure. 

The government and the 
Chief Secretary could not go 
back on the verdict, she 
said. 


+ BJP calls for probe into 
Senthil’s ‘affiliations’ 


Clean drive 


Party asks him to ‘migrate to Pakistan’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MANGALURU 

The BJP on Monday at¬ 
tacked S. Sasikanth Senthil, 
who resigned from the In¬ 
dian Administrative Service 
(IAS) three days ago saying, 
“it is unethical to continue 
as a civil servant in the go¬ 
vernment when the funda¬ 
mental building blocks of 
our diverse democracy are 
being compromised in an 
unprecedented manner.” 

The Dakshina Kannada 
unit of the BJP, where he last 
served as Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, demanded a probe 
into his “affiliations.” 

He has also been the tar¬ 
get of trolling by right-wing 
handles online. 

B.L. Santosh, national se¬ 
cretary (organisation), BJP, 
led the attack on the officer 
on Twitter, to be joined by 
former Union Minister 
Anantkumar Hegde. 

In a series of tweets, Mr. 
Hegde, MP, Uttara Kannada, 
called him “paid Gaddar” 


and asked him “to migrate 
to Pakistan.” 

“The first thing he must 
do is to migrate to Pakistan 
with people who support 
his stand. It is the most prac¬ 
tical and final solution. It’s 
better he goes there and 
fight our country and go¬ 
vernment, than divide it be¬ 
ing here,” he tweeted. 

He also opposed the 
Chief Secretary’s move to 
ask Mr. Senthil to reconsider 
his decision and said, “he 
must have been sacked after 
he opened his polluted 
mindset.” 

Puttur MLA Sanjeeva Ma- 
tandoor, president of 
Dakshina Kannada BJP, said: 
“It’s clear that Mr. Senthil 
had left-oriented ideology. 
An enquiry should be con¬ 
ducted into whether he had 
links with any organisations 
while in service.” 

The MLA said officials 
should be neutral without 
having “politically-motivat¬ 
ed ideology.” 





An earthmover is being used to clear the waste downstream Prakasam Barrage, following the immersion of Vinayaka idols, in 
Vijayawada on Monday, -v. raju 


A brave baby’s night out on Kerala forest road 

Infant crawls to safety of forest check post after fall from moving jeep; incident caught on CCTV 


SARA TH BABU GEORGE 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

When a loud wail broke the si¬ 
lence of the forest late on Sun¬ 
day night, the last thing sec¬ 
tion forest officers 
Jeethendranath and Sivadas at 
the Rajamala check post on 
the Munnar-Marayur Road ex¬ 
pected to find was a baby girl. 
The infant with bruises on her 
forehead and nose, was craw¬ 
ling her way into the check 
post in an area frequented by 
wild animals, including ele¬ 
phants. 

“We initially thought the 
child had been abandoned. 
But after checking the CCTV 
footage, we realised that she 
had fallen off the jeep. Fortu¬ 
nately, she crawled towards 
the ticket counter, probably 



Miraculous escape: A CCTV footage shows the child crawling on the Munnar-Marayur Road in 
Kerala on Sunday night. She sustained bruises on her face in the fall, -special arrangement 


on seeing the light there,” 
Munnar Wildlife Warden R. 
Lekshmi said. 

The footage, recorded at 
9.42 p.m. on September 8, 
shows the miraculous escape, 
with the bruised infant craw¬ 
ling across the road and at¬ 
tempting to climb over a rail¬ 


ing at the check post. Unable 
to do so, she then crawled 
around the railing into the 
post. 

On watching the footage, 
the forest officials realised that 
the one-and-a-half-year-old 
had fallen off her sleeping 
mother’s lap from a jeep at a 


sharp curve on the Munnar- 
Marayur Road. The incident 
occurred at the point where 
the road forked towards the 
check post which marks the 
entry gate of the Eravikulam 
National Park. 

The child was rushed to a 
private hospital in Munnar 


where she was administered 
first-aid. By then, the Munnar 
police relayed information of 
the rescued child to all nearby 
police stations. 

Her sleeping parents, Sath- 
eesh and Sathyabhama, real¬ 
ised her absence only an hour 
later when they had neared 
their house in Kambilikan- 
dam, around 40 km away. The 
couple and their relatives were 
apparently on their way back 
from a pilgrimage to Palani. 
The panic-stricken couple 
rushed to the Velathooval pol¬ 
ice station nearby, where they 
were informed that their child 
was safe. The toddler was reu¬ 
nited with her parents around 
1 a.m. after their identities 
were confirmed, Munnar sub¬ 
inspector Santhosh K.M. said. 


CM 
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Vizag youth 
selected for 
Gold program 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VISAKHAPATNAM 

Sree Hari Varma Sagi of Vi¬ 
sakhapatnam has once 
again made the city proud 
by becoming the only In¬ 
dian to be selected for the 
prestigious Gold program 
of the Academy of Motion 
Pictures Arts and Sciences. 

Mr. Varma, who had ear¬ 
lier brought glory to the ci¬ 
ty by directing and produc¬ 
ing an official 
documentary ‘Go Mordo¬ 
via’ for the Ministry of Cul¬ 
ture of the Russian Federa¬ 
tion, Moscow, ahead of the 
FIFA 2018 Soccer World 
Cup, has now become the 
only Indian to have been 
selected for the Gold pro¬ 
gram, since its launch in 
2017. 



Economic slowdown 
impacts Telangana 
Budget outlay 

Proposed expenditure cut by 35,525 cr. 


M.L.M ELLY MAITREYI 

HYDERABAD 

The economic slowdown in 
the country had its impact 
on the Telangana State Bud¬ 
get outlay for the financial 
year 2019-20. 

The proposed expendi¬ 
ture for 2019-20 declined to 
^1,46,492.30 crore from 
H,82,017 crore shown in the 
Vote-On-Account Budget 
presented before the Lok 
Sabha election this year. 

Chief Minister K. Chan¬ 
drasekhar Rao, who pre¬ 
sented the Budget in the As¬ 
sembly on Monday, 
reiterated his government’s 
commitment to allocate 
more funds to agriculture 
and welfare sectors to better 
the lives of the farmers and 
the general public. 

In his 50-minute Budget 
presentation, the Chief Mi¬ 
nister did not hesitate to 
place the facts and actual 
situation before the people 
and said: “It is a harsh reali¬ 
ty that due to economic 
slowdown, the revenues of 
both the Centre and the 
State have come down. The 
economic slowdown led to 
some setbacks.” 

The Budget is formulated 
based on the facts and reali¬ 
ties as they exist today with 
a revenue surplus of 
£2,044.88 crore while the 
fiscal deficit is £24,081.74 
crore, he said. 

Striking an optimistic 
note, Mr. Rao, however, said 
though there was fall in the 
revenues due to economic 
slowdown, he was hopeful 
that the situation would 
change for the better. If the 
situation improved, there 
would be scope for making 
suitable changes in the esti¬ 
mates later. 

He said policy decisions 
were taken for proper fiscal 
management. In a decision 
that would bring relief to 
those waiting for pending 



K. Chandrasekhar Rao 


bills, the government decid¬ 
ed to clear all the dues of all 
the departments and adeq¬ 
uate allocations were made 
in the Budget. 

The Chief Minister also 
made it clear that new 
works would be taken up 
only after the pending bills 
were cleared and according¬ 
ly the Finance Department 
had advised the Ministers 
and the Secretaries 
concerned. 

Sale of lands 

The government would 
raise additional funds 
through sale of government 
land freed from the land 
grabbers due to the legal 
fight put in by the govern¬ 
ment. Several cases pending 
in the courts were also 
cleared and the government 
could get back its rightful 
ownership of land worth 
thousands of crores of 
rupees. 

The land would be sold in 
a phased manner and the 
funds would be transferred 
to a Special Development 
Fund (SDF) and would be 
used to meet any contingen¬ 
cy arising in any depart¬ 
ment for meeting the needs 
of the people. 

But will it be prudent to 
utilise the proceeds from 
selling lands for contingen¬ 
cy expenditure rather than 
utilising it for capital expen¬ 
diture? This is the question 
raised by economists. 


A ND-NDE 
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CBI wants to interrogate 
Indrani Mukerjea 


MUMBAI 

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation on Monday 
filed an application before 
the special CBI court to meet 
Sheena Bora murder accused 
Indrani Mukerjea lodged at 
Byculla jail to interrogate her 
in the INX Media money 
laundering case. 

CBI files first chargesheet 
in IMA scam 

NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation has filed its first 
chargesheet against IMA 
jewels promoter Mansoor 
Khan within eight days of the 
probe, for allegedly duping 
lakhs of people by promising 
them high returns using 
Islamic principles of 
investment, officials said on 
Monday. The agency said it 
will file more chargesheets as 
the investigation proceeds, pti 

Probe ordered into arrest 
of journalist in U.P. 

AZAMGARH 

The Azamgarh district 
magistrate on Monday 
ordered a probe into the 
arrest of a journalist after he 
took photographs of some 
children mopping the floor in 
their school. Santosh Jaiswal 
was arrested on false charges 
of extortion, alleged a fellow 
journalist Sudhir Singh, who, 
along with other journalists 
met District Magistrate NP 
Singh to apprise him of the 
alleged illegal arrest, pti 

25-year-old rape accused 
shot dead in Manipur 

IMPHAL 

Two unidentified persons on 
Sunday night gunned down a 
youth who was injudicial 
custody on the charge of rape 
and attempted murder of a 
girl. The slain youth was 
identified as Ghanashyam 
Heisnam, 25, of Thanga islet 
in Bishnupur district in 
Manipur. He had been 
detained in connection with 
the rape on February 13, 2017 
and was released on bail 
^ 1 ®^ recently. 


Tamil Nadu ranks lowest in coverage of iodised salt 


Survey finds that the national average 
for household coverage is 76.3% 


Worth the salt? 

On an average, in India, the 
household coverage with 
iodine content* was 76.3%. A 
look at State-wise coverage 

*lodised salt not Less than 15 
parts per million (ppm) 



Top five 
States 

% of households 
covered 

Bottom 
five States 

% of households 
covered 

J&K 

99.80% 

Tamil Nadu 

61.90% 

Nagaland 

99.70% 

A.P. 

63.90% 

Manipur 

99.50% 

Rajasthan 

65.50% 

Mizoram 

99.20% 

Odisha 

65.80% 

Meghalaya 

98.40% 

Jharkhand 

68.80% 


JAGRI TI CHANDRA 

NEW DELHI 

Tamil Nadu has the lowest 
consumption of iodised salt 
despite being the third big¬ 
gest producer of salt in the 
country, according to a first- 
of-its-kind national survey to 
measure the coverage of io¬ 
dised salt. 

The study shows that 
76.3% of Indian households 
consumed adequately io¬ 
dised salt, which is salt with 
at least 15 parts per million of 
iodine. The five worst per¬ 
formers were Tamil Nadu 
(61.9%), Andhra Pradesh 
(63.9%), Rajasthan (65.5%), 


Odisha (65.8%) and Jhark¬ 
hand (68.8%). The survey 
was conducted by Nutrition 
International in collabora¬ 
tion with the All India Insti¬ 
tute of Medical Sciences and 
the Indian Coalition for the 
Control of Iodine Deficiency 
Disorders (ICCIDD). The sur¬ 
vey tested the iodine content 
in samples of cooking salt 
from households to estimate 
the coverage of iodised salt. 

Iodine is a vital micro-nu¬ 
trient for optimal mental and 
physical development of hu¬ 
man beings. Deficiency of io¬ 
dine can result in a range of 
disabilities and disorders 


such as goitre, hypothyroi¬ 
dism, cretinism, abortion, 
still births, mental retarda¬ 
tion and psychomotor de¬ 
fects. Children born in iodine 


deficient areas may have up 
to 13.5 IQ points less than 
those born in iodine suffi¬ 
cient areas. 

The survey covered a total 


of 21,406 households in 29 
States and 7 Union Territo¬ 
ries in India. The fieldwork 
was undertaken between Oc¬ 
tober 2018 and March 2019. 

Largest producers 

Rajasthan, which is the se¬ 
cond largest producer of salt, 
also figured among the five 
worst covered States. Gujarat 
produces 71% of salt in the 
country, followed by Rajas¬ 
than at 17% and Tamil Nadu 
at 11%. The rest of the coun¬ 
try accounts for a mere 1% of 
salt produced. 

“The northeastern States 
are doing very well with res¬ 
pect to iodised salt consump¬ 
tion at the household level 
because of the distance they 
have from the three salt pro¬ 


ducing centres - Gujarat, Ra¬ 
jasthan and Tamil Nadu. By 
and large most States get 
their salt from Gujarat and 
Rajasthan and because of the 
distance, it is sent by rail. 
This salt is strictly monitored 
by the Salt Commissioner’s 
office and if it is inadequately 
iodised, they don’t allot 
rakes. Secondly, salt-produc¬ 
ing States have access to 
common (or non-iodised) 
salt and, therefore, they start 
consuming it since it is readi¬ 
ly available,” explained Dr. 
Chandrakant S. Pandav, pre¬ 
sident, ICCIDD. He is also 
called the Iodine Man of 
India. 

India made fortification of 
salt with iodine mandatory 
for direct human consump¬ 


tion in 1992. This was relaxed 
in 2000 and then reimposed 
in 2005. In 2011, the SC, too, 
mandated universal iodisa- 
tion for the control of iodine 
deficiencies. 

The survey also revealed 
that 13 out of 36 States have 
already achieved Universal 
Salt Iodisation with. 

Key recommendations 

The key recommendation of 
the study is to sustain the 
momentum so that iodine 
coverage does not fall below 
current levels. 

It also recommends that 
the States and the Centre 
work together to address the 
current gaps and look into is¬ 
sues that vary from one State 
to another. 


Terrorists may target 
south India, says Army 

Some abandoned boats have been recovered in Sir Creek 


Need not pick incriminatory 
dying declaration, rules SC 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

The Army has received in¬ 
puts that there may be a ter¬ 
ror attack in the southern 
part of India, a top Army 
commander said on 
Monday. 

Some abandoned boats 
have been recovered in the 
Sir Creek area, Lt. Gen. S.K. 
Saini, GOC-in-C of the Ar¬ 
my’s Southern Command, 
told reporters at an event 
near Pune. 

“We have got many inputs 
that there may be a terrorist 
attack in the southern part 
of India and the peninsular 
India,” he said. 

The Army has taken mea¬ 
sures in the Sir Creek region, 
keeping in mind the en¬ 
hanced threat perception, 
he said. 

Kerala police chief Lolca- 
nath Behera, meanwhile, 
asked all district police 
heads to maintain high alert 
across the State. 



The Army has taken steps for 
capacity building. 


The Director General of 
Police directed personnel to 
maintain heightened vigil at 
bus stands, railway stations, 
airports and places where 
people gather in large 
numbers. 

“Security will be tight¬ 
ened at all places where peo¬ 
ple come out in huge num¬ 
bers to celebrate Onam,” a 
police release said. 

A defence spokesperson 
in Chennai said the “north¬ 
ern most point of the Army’s 


southern command in¬ 
cludes some parts of Gujarat 
also.” 

“The word south from 
southern command GOC 
does not mean Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka only. It includes 
complete southern peninsu¬ 
la and parts of Gujarat.” 

In Andhra Pradesh, secur¬ 
ity along the 974 km-long 
coastline has been beefed up 
following threats of a possi¬ 
ble terror attack in south In¬ 
dia, a top police official said. 

In particular, security has 
been tightened at Tirumala, 
the abode of God Venkates- 
wara and the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre at Sriharikota. 

In Tamil Nadu, a senior 
police official said the State 
has been on high alert since 
last month following intelli¬ 
gence inputs indicating in¬ 
trusion of suspected terro¬ 
rists. Vigil was heightened in 
particular in cities like Coim¬ 
batore, he said. 


5 girls escape 
from shelter 
home in Bihar 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BEGUSARAI (BIHAR) 

Five girls fled from a go¬ 
vernment-funded shelter 
home for minor girls here 
on Monday alleging mis¬ 
management at the care 
unit, the police said. 

Four of them were 
caught by the police at the 
railway station. 

All the girls, said to be in 
their teens, escaped 
around 6 a.m. after beating 
up an employee entrusted 
with the maintenance of 
the home situated in Nirala 
Nagar locality, Ratanpur 
outpost in-charge Sudha 
Kumari said. 

She said four of the girls 
were caught with the help 
of GRP while they were try¬ 
ing to board a train. 

One of the girls, a resi¬ 
dent of Sahebganj district 
in Jharkhand, managed to 
flee taking advantage of the 
commotion at the station, 
Ms. Kumari said, adding 
that the police in adjoining 
districts, besides the GRP, 
have been informed about 
the missing inmate. 


‘It’s for the court 
to find out which 
version is true’ 

LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In a case of divergent and 
multiple dying declarations, 
the court need not invaria¬ 
bly pick the one that incrim¬ 
inates the accused person. 
Instead, it is for the court to 
find out which of the dying 
victim’s statement is true, 
the Supreme Court said in a 
recent judgment. 

Divergent declarations 

“When there are divergent 
dying declarations, it is not 
the law that the court must 
invariably prefer the state¬ 
ment which is incriminatory 
and must reject the state¬ 
ment which does not impli¬ 
cate the accused. The real 
point is to ascertain which 
contains the truth,” a Bench 
of Justices S.K. Kaul and K.M. 
Joseph observed. 

The judgment was based 



The Supreme Court gave 
the order on an appeal 
filed by a CRPF staffer. 


on an appeal filed by a CRPF 
staffer convicted of murder 
and criminal intimidation. 
In 2008, he was accused of 
pouring kerosene over his 
wife and setting her ablaze. 

Appeal dismissed 

She gave two dying declara¬ 
tions. The first one did not 
implicate him. In the second 
one, she pointed the finger 
at him. The trial court con¬ 
victed him and the Delhi 
High Court dismissed his 
appeal. 


Confirming the lower 
courts’ decisions and can¬ 
celling his bail, Justice Jo¬ 
seph, writing for the Bench, 
reiterated the law that “any 
statement made by a person 
as to the cause of his death 
or to any circumstance of 
the transaction which result¬ 
ed in his death would be 
relevant”. 

Cannot be brushed aside 

The judgment said, “Once it 
is proved that such state¬ 
ment is made by the de¬ 
ceased then it cannot be 
brushed aside on the basis 
that it is not elaborate or that 
it was not recorded in a par¬ 
ticular fashion.” 

Countering arguments 
that dying declarations 
could also be a result of 
“imagination running wild”, 
the apex court concluded 
that nothing in the case esta¬ 
blished the contention. 

“In fact, there is no mate¬ 
rial before us to hold that the 
dying declaration is a crea¬ 
tion of her imagination,” it 
observed. 


WEATHER WATCH 



RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 


TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isol¬ 
ated places over west Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, As¬ 
sam, Meghalaya, Gujarat, east Rajasthan, east Madhya Pradesh, 
sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim, Nagaland, Manipur, cent¬ 
ral Maharashtra, Konkan region, Goa and coastal & south interior 
Karnataka. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..34.0.. 

..26.0 

Kozhikode. 

.... 3.0.. 

..32.0.. 

..26.0 

Ahmedabad.... 

.4.0.. 

..33.0.. 

..27.0 

Kurnool. 

.... 0.9.. 

..33.0.. 

..24.0 

Aizawl. 

.O.2.. 

..27.0.. 

..14.0 

Lucknow. 


..35.0.. 

..27.0 

Allahabad. 

.1.7.. 

..34.0.. 

..27.0 

Madurai. 


..40.0.. 

..26.0 

Bengaluru . 

.0.2.. 

..28.0.. 

..20.0 

Mangaluru. 

.. 59.8.. 

..29.0.. 

..23.0 

Bhopal. 

. 140.4.. 

..27.0.. 

..24.0 

Mumbai. 

.. 25.6.. 

..29.0.. 

..24.0 

Bhubaneswar., 

... 38.0.. 

..32.0.. 

..25.0 

Mysuru. 

.... 1.4.. 

..29.0.. 

..20.0 

Chandigarh .... 


..35.0.. 

..26.0 

New Delhi. 


..37.0.. 

..28.0 

Chennai. 


..37.0.. 

..28.0 

Patna . 

.. 00.0.. 

..34.0.. 

..28.0 

Coimbatore.... 

.O.2.. 

..32.0.. 

..23.0 

Port Blair. 

....4.5.. 

..31.0.. 

..26.0 

Dehradun. 

.4.0.. 

..34.0.. 

..24.0 

Puducherry. 


..37.0.. 

..22.0 

Gangtok. 

.5.8.. 

..22.0.. 

..18.0 

Pune. 

.... 3.8.. 

..27.0.. 

..22.0 

Goa. 

.1.4.. 

..31.0.. 

..25.0 

Raipur. 


..29.0.. 

..24.0 

Guwahati. 

.O.2.. 

..34.0.. 

..27.0 

Ranchi. 

.... 5.8.. 

..29.0.. 

..23.0 

Hubballi. 


..26.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

.... 0.7.. 

..26.0.. 

..17.0 

Hyderabad. 


..31.0.. 

..23.0 

Shimla. 


..24.0.. 

..17.0 

Imphal. 

.5.O.. 

..32.0.. 

..22.0 

Srinagar. 


..31.0.. 

..13.0 

Jaipur. 

. 0 . 1 .. 

..36.0.. 

..26.0 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 


..33.0.. 

..25.0 

Kochi. 


..31.0.. 

..25.0 

Tiruchi. 


..37.0.. 

..28.0 

Kohima. 

.4.2.. 

..27.0.. 

..18.0 

Vijayawada. 


..36.0.. 

..25.0 

Kolkata. 

... 20.3.. 

..33.0.. 

..27.0 

Visakhapatnam. 


..31.0.. 

..27.0 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 


SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


Ahmedabad. 

61 

.74 

60 

....59 

...62 

Bengaluru. 

11 

.42 

74 


...89 

Chennai. 

..8 

.17 

11 

..102 


Delhi. 

..8 

.49 

19 

....93 

.156 

Hyderabad. 

49 

.24 

14 

....19 

...38 

Kolkata. 

..5 

.23 

16 

....46 

...48 

Lucknow. 

..3 

.28 

63 

....38 


Mumbai. 

20 

.14 

87 

....19 

...75 

Pune. 

74 

...8 

67 

....27 

...27 

Visakhapatnam 


.44 

47 

....50 

.100 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 4.00 
p.m., Sirsa, Haryana recorded 
an overall air quality index 
(AQI) score of 225 indicating 
a severe level of pollution. In 
contrast, Gulbarga, Karnataka 
recorded a healthy AQI score 
of 27. 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


CM 

YK 




‘74-year-old giving birth is misuse of IVF’ 


The woman recently became the oldest-ever to give birth 


BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN 

NEW DELHI 

A group of reproductive health 
providers have strongly con¬ 
demned what they call an “act of 
mindless misuse of IVF technolo¬ 
gies” in the case of a 74-year-old 
giving birth recently and alleged¬ 
ly becoming the oldest mother in 
the world. 

Doctors stated that this is a 
“deplorable omission of ethics, 
morality, and the misuse of As¬ 
sisted Reproductive Technolo¬ 
gies (ART)”. 

Members of the Indian Society 
of Assisted Reproduction (ISAR), 
Indian Fertility Society (IFS) and 
Academy of Clinical Embryolo¬ 
gists (ACE) in a joint statement on 
Monday noted that according to 
the Assisted Reproductive Tech¬ 
nology (Regulation) Bill, 2017, 
“Assisted Reproductive Technol¬ 
ogy services shall not be available 


to a woman below the age of 18 
years and above the age of 45 
years”. 

Not a law yet 

“The loophole is the fact that this 
is still a guideline and not a law 
yet. But we as doctors also have 
to look at the entire situation in a 
manner that will benefit the 
mother and the well-being of the 
children. Advanced age adds to 
several medical complications 
and interferes with the quality [of 
life] and natural lifespan,” noted 
Gouri Devi, president, IFS. 

Pankaj Talwar, secretary gen¬ 
eral, IFS, added: “We appeal to all 
our members and health profes¬ 
sionals in India to abstain from 
unethical malpractice, which 
may risk the lives of our patients, 
off-spring and future 
generations.” 

“We are deeply appalled in 


knowing about such unprofes¬ 
sional conduct by some health 
providers in misusing the current 
ART procedures,” he noted, stat¬ 
ing doctors are now writing to the 
Union Health Minister about the 
issue, and seeking stringent laws. 

A 74-year-old woman recently 
became the oldest-ever to give 
birth after she delivered twins at 
a hospital in Andhra Pradesh’s 
Guntur town last week through 
the In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF) 
process. A team of four doctors at 
the Ahalya Nursing Home per¬ 
formed the Caesarean-section 
operation. 

“I believe that due to the lack 
of strict regulation via ART laws, 
we are witnessing a surge in un¬ 
ethical practices and rampant 
commercialisation of IVF,” said 
Archana Dhawan Bajaj, an Obste¬ 
trician-Gynecologist and IVF 
Expert. 


‘No idols dumped at riverfront’ 

Ahmedabad civic authorities have sought to debunk a viral video 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDABAD 

Ahmedabad civic authorities 
have said a month-old video 
showing thousands of idols lying 
on the Sabarmati riverfront had 
been taken out of context. The 
clip circulated on social media 
platforms claimed they were Ga- 
nesh idols dumped by people. 
The authorities debunked the vi¬ 
deo stating that no idols were 
abandoned by the people as 
claimed. 

Not disposed of properly 

The video showed thousands of 
idols lying on the riverbank and 
alleged people had just thrown 
them on the riverbank without 
properly disposing them of. 

As the clip went viral, Ahmeda¬ 
bad Municipal Commissar Vijay 
Nehra took to Twitter to set the 
record straight. Mr. Nehra said 
the “out of context” clip was be¬ 
ing circulated a month after he 
himself had posted a clip and 



The video clip showed thousands 
of Ganesh idols Lying on the 
Sabarmati riverbank. 


shared pictures of ‘Dashama’ (a 
local deity) idols left by people 
without putting them into the 
flowing river for disposal. 

“I shared this one month ago. 
Retweeting this in light of some 
out of context videos being circu¬ 
lated on social media,” Mr. Nehra 
said on Twitter, while posting his 
one-month-old tweet. 

“Something amazing is hap¬ 
pening in #Ahmedabad today. Or¬ 


dinary citizens have decided to 
keep #Sabarmati river clean. In¬ 
stead of immersing Dashama 
idols in the river, they have res¬ 
pectfully left them on the banks!! 
Thousands and Thousands of 
them. Unbelievable change?,” the 
Municipal Commissioner had 
tweeted on August 11, this year. 

The Dashama festival celebrat¬ 
ed in Ahmedabad is similar to Ga¬ 
nesh Chaturthi celebrated in ma¬ 
ny States in the country. People 
worship the idol of goddess Dash¬ 
ama and perform special pujas 
for 10 days and on the last day, 
the idols are immersed in water 
bodies. 

In a video message, Mr. Nehra 
asked the citizens to protect the 
river by ensuring that Ganesh 
idols are not thrown into it, and 
emulate the example of Dashama 
devotees a month ago. The civic 
body has created special water 
tanks along the riverbank for Ga¬ 
nesh idol immersion with the fes¬ 
tival ending on September 12. 


Woman pregnant for 20th time 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

In a rare case, Lankabai Kharat, a 
38-year-old woman from Maharash¬ 
tra’s Beed district has become preg¬ 


nant for the 20th time, doctors said. 
She has had 16 successful deliveries 
and three abortions and is now seven 
months’ pregnant, they said. Howev¬ 
er, only 11 of her children survived. 


CSIR - INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL BIOLOGY 

4, Raja S. C. Mullick Road, Kolkata - 700032 


Advt. No. R&C/JRF/526/2019 


Vacancy Code : 5261901 


A walk-in-interview for engagement of Junior Research 
Fellow (Direct) will be held at CSIR-IICB Jadavpur, Kolkata 
- 32, Campus on 30th September, 2019 from 9.30 a.m. For 
details log on to our website www.career.iicb.res.in 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 



NOTICE No. 10/September/2019 
Enlistment/ Registration of Vendors/ Contractors for Supply/ 
Services in the CIDC - Construction Industry Database 


CIDC was established as an autonomous council by the Planning Commission (Now NITI Aayog), Govt, 
of India and the Indian Construction Industry, to introduce system improvements in the construction 
industry. Members of CIDC include, PFC Ltd, HUDCO, BHEL, HDFC, Engineering Projects (India) Ltd., LIC 
Housing Finance, NBCC Ltd, BPCL, RITES, E-in-C's Branch (Army HQ), Airports Authority of India Ltd, 
Central Warehousing Corporation, CPWD, GAIL, NTPC Ltd, NHPC Ltd, Engineers India Ltd., ONGC, 
Ministry of Road Transport & Highways and Railways etc. 

Keeping in view, the focus of the government, on providing impetus to infrastructure development, a 
tremendous opportunity exists in the development process of supplying goods & services to the major 
Project Owners & their Contractors & Service providers. To meet the same, CIDC is preparing a National 
Database of stakeholders across South Asia. 


With increased focus on use of Pre-Fab / Pre -Engineered buildings, Hindustan Prefab Limited and 
CIDC have now decided to together enlist potential organizations who have the required domain 
knowledge & expertise for executing various projects. 

The 10th Phase registrations in the CIDC National Database is now open. Competent and experienced 
Consultants, Manufacturers for supplying Materials, Accessories, Consumables, etc., and Contractors 
for providing Services, or Manpower for construction projects for river, highway bridges , tracks for 
railways, sports stadia, industrial buildings, residential and commercial complexes, integrated projects 
for power generation and distribution systems, air conditioning systems, finishing/ interiors works, 
piling etc at various locations across India and other South Asian nations are encouraged to enlist in the 
Database, to enhance their visibility amongst both National & International Stakeholders. 

The Database hosted on www.cidcdatabase.com is accessible to all project owners & stakeholders. 
Applications for Registration are invited from OEMs/ Vendors/Contractors/Consultants/ 
Manufacturers to enlist in the database. 


Only those Organizations meeting the criteria of enlistment shall only be registered in the database. For 
list of Items / Services required, Criteria for Registration, Application Forms and other details please log 
on to the website www.cidcdatabase.com / www.cidc.in. 

Application for registration along with forms duly completed in all respect should reach latest by 5th 
October 2019 to the address mentioned below. 

Enlistment Division, Construction Industry Development Council 
801 (8th Floor), Hemkunt Chambers, 89, Nehru Place, New Delhi - 110019 India 
Tel.: 011 -2623 4770,2648 9992,4161 7971 Fax: 011 -2645 1604, 

Email: enlistmentcidc@gmail.com 
Web: www.cidcdatabase.com / www.cidc.in 


(bUlfcRI an^thf Rlfchrtll ftliHI 

Blflf Hljlri, tlciygl HQif, HI HIM (H.5T.) 

•JTHPfai. 0755-2551719, $3*1: 0755-25788MM 
f-ftcf: dme12001@yahoo.com cInui^c: www.medicaleducation.mp.gov.in 


pbHl'cb: 3223/4/ncT?T/^3fr/2019 07/09/2019 

TJcr TjftqR Cbe4|u| fkTFT Wl TIWR ^ pFTT^ F.No. V. 12025/143/2019-DE, 
RHl'cb: 06/09/2019 k *TRcTPT ^ 4436 Rni'cb 06/09/2019 ^ 

(fr.^t/qn) 2019 4 ^i^r Qualifying Cut off percentile sKl 4 10.00 Percentile 4R fkrr 
wtl 

Cut-off^ stmn fam 09 / 09/2019 11 / 09/2019 

m: Relish TkMcT RrkRcT W 

3TW 4<3fl*R 11 SFqaff uft cmJRhRhI tcj ^ Tl q\iftc|,cf t 

^tht 1 1 wca TTikif (Time Schedule) eft vrincMfl 4RndHM4 eft rife 

www.medicaleducation.mp.gov.in ^ tpuft www.dme.mponline.gov.in 

G-16436/2019 *NncTO> f^TSTT, 
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A controversial transfer 

CJ Tahilramani’s transfer to the Meghalaya HC 
once again shows collegium system’s flaws 

T he unusual transfer of the Chief Justice of the Ma¬ 
dras High Court, Justice Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilra- 
mani, to Meghalaya High Court has caused un¬ 
derstandable disquiet among lawyers. While the 
Constitution does provide for such transfers from one 
high court to another, it is extremely rare that the se¬ 
nior-most Chief Justice in the country is shifted from a 
large court with a complement of 75 judges to one of the 
newest courts, which has a strength of only three judg¬ 
es. It is no surprise, therefore, that the judge, who en¬ 
tered the superior judiciary in 2001, and is the senior- 
most high court judge in the country, chose to resign, 
rather than continue in circumstances bordering on hu¬ 
miliation. It is unfortunate that the collegium rejected 
her request for reconsideration without assigning a rea¬ 
son. It is easy to argue that one high court is as good as 
any other, that such transfers should not be seen as a 
‘demotion’, and that the Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
should be free to transfer the head of any high court in 
the interest of “better administration of justice”. Ho¬ 
wever, it is a fallacious argument when one considers 
that there are no known complaints about her perfor¬ 
mance or any public controversy around her judicial or 
personal conduct. It is possible that the transfer is 
based on an internal performance assessment, or com¬ 
plaints not available in the public domain. However, in 
the absence of any explanation, the bar cannot be 
blamed if they see the transfer as punitive. If it is perfor¬ 
mance-related, a question arises as to whether all judg¬ 
es are being assessed on the same criteria. 

The controversy once again brings under focus the 
flawed collegium system of appointments and transf¬ 
ers. In recent years, the government and the collegium 
have been disagreeing frequently on the latter’s recom¬ 
mendations for appointments. However, judicial transf¬ 
ers are initiated solely at the instance of the CJI. There¬ 
fore, the perception that Justice Tahilramani’s transfer 
has something to do with her judgment in the Billcis Ba- 
no gang rape case, when she was in the Bombay High 
Court, is quite misconceived. It was after this verdict 
that she was appointed Chief Justice of the Madras High 
Court, and a year has elapsed since then. The Memo¬ 
randum of Procedure relating to appointments and 
transfers of high court judges says the opinion of the 
Chief Justice in this regard “is determinative”. And in 
the case of a Chief Justice of a High Court, the CJI needs 
to take into account, “only the views of one or more 
knowledgeable Supreme Court Judges” while propos¬ 
ing a transfer. In the Second and Third Judges cases, the 
Supreme Court felt that the fact that the proposal is in¬ 
itiated by the CJI and recommended by a plurality of 
judges is enough as a safeguard against arbitrary transf¬ 
ers. However, the Tahilramani controversy shows that 
the systemic faults of the collegium system - opaque¬ 
ness and the scope for personal opinions colouring de¬ 
cision-making - remain unaddressed. 


Belated realisation 

An erratic President Trump changes 
his mind over talks with the Taliban 

I n a dramatic set of posts on Twitter, U.S. President 
Donald Trump announced the cessation of peace 
negotiations with the Taliban while also revealing 
that the insurgent group’s representatives were to have 
participated in secret talks at the Camp David retreat in 
Maryland. This is yet another instance of the stock that 
the maverick President puts in personal diplomacy in 
the conduct of America’s foreign affairs. His tweets 
abruptly seem to have indicated the end, at least for 
now, to the negotiations conducted by the chief U.S. ne¬ 
gotiator, Zalmay Khalilzad, with the Taliban. Mr. Khalil- 
zad had disclosed that he had reached an “in principle” 
agreement with the Taliban, but the details have not 
been revealed. The negotiations were over U.S. troop 
withdrawal from the country and assurances from the 
Taliban of not letting the country to be used as a safe ha¬ 
ven for terrorists targeting the U.S. Mr. Trump said that 
a suicide car bomb attack in Kabul on Thursday was the 
trigger for his sudden decision. But the Taliban has 
been continually engaging in a series of wanton attacks 
against civilians throughout the course of the talks that 
the U.S. had with the group in Qatar. One estimate sug¬ 
gests that it has engaged in 173 terror attacks resulting in 
1,339 fatalities in 2019 alone. The Taliban has perverse¬ 
ly used the attacks as a bargaining chip of sorts, to un¬ 
dermine the Afghanistan government and to seek con¬ 
cessions on its own terms. It is not clear why Mr. Trump 
chose this moment to call off talks as little has changed 
in the Taliban’s behaviour. What all this ambiguity re¬ 
veals is Mr. Trump’s erratic nature. 

Afghanistan has continued to be wracked by interne¬ 
cine violence, with the Taliban increasing its control ov¬ 
er several provinces and the government’s writ prevail¬ 
ing only in the north-central parts of the country. A 
durable peace, with the U.S. seeking early troop with¬ 
drawal, is only possible if there are talks between all Af¬ 
ghan groups and other regional stakeholders, with a 
guarantee by the Taliban that it will eschew terror. But 
the Taliban has refused to engage with the Afghan go¬ 
vernment and the U.S.’s decision to delink the violence 
from the Doha talks only seemed to have emboldened 
the group. Mr. Trump must reveal the contents of the 
so-called “in principle” agreement and set more mea¬ 
ningful terms of engagement involving the Afghan re¬ 
gime in any further talks with the Taliban. It serves 
neither the U.S.’s own interests, as Mr. Trump seems to 
have belatedly realised, nor those of the beleaguered 
Afghan people if the Taliban is allowed to get away with 
repeated murder. 



The Amazon fires, an alarm that lacks proportion 

The effect of deforestation can be repaired slowly. Fossil fuel emissions cannot be put back in to where they came from 



T. JAYARAMAN & KAMAL MURARI 


T he upsurge of global environ¬ 
mental anxiety over the re¬ 
cent spate of forest fires in 
the Amazon, apparently marking a 
renewed push to deforestation, is 
clearly testimony to the height¬ 
ened awareness of the danger to 
human security represented by 
global warming. The provocatively 
anti-environmental and climate 
denial views of Brazil’s President, 
Jair Bolsonaro, and his colleagues, 
the reining in of environmental 
controls if not disabling them, the 
President’s initial air of uncon¬ 
cern, and his absurd counter-alle¬ 
gations regarding the causes, have 
all contributed to exacerbating 
this anxiety. Predictably, this has 
drawn the ire of environmental¬ 
ists, and public and government 
opinion globally, though the glo¬ 
bal media has been more circum¬ 
spect. 

Unfortunately, in this confron¬ 
tation, facts and scientific evi¬ 
dence have become collateral 
damage, obscuring in the hype 
some of the substantive challenges 
to global climate action. The con¬ 
frontation is also in danger of 
skewing the global discourse on 
climate policy, opening the way 
for unprecedented pressure from 
developed countries on the global 
South. 

The emissions math 

What has been the overall contri¬ 
bution of deforestation and land 
use change to global carbon emis¬ 
sions? As the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
notes in its Fifth Assessment Re¬ 
port (AR5), the cumulative net ad¬ 
dition of carbon to the earth sys¬ 
tem from terrestrial ecosystems 
since 1750 amounts to 30 Giga- 
tonne (Gt) with an uncertainty of 
plus or minus 45 Gt. In the words 
of the IPCC in the AR5: “The net 


balance of all terrestrial ecosys¬ 
tems, those affected by land use 
change and the others, is thus 
close to neutral since 1750.” 

The key word here is net. 
Though cumulative emissions 
from land-use change since 1750 
amounted to almost 180 Gt, driven 
largely by the more than six-fold 
expansion of cropland, they were 
compensated by the 160 Gt of ab¬ 
sorption by existing vegetation not 
subject to land use change. Fossil 
fuel use, in contrast, contributed 
375 Gt since 1750, that is more than 
12 times that of the net cumulative 
emissions from terrestrial ecosys¬ 
tems. 

This pattern in carbon account¬ 
ing also extends to annual emis¬ 
sions. On an average, the Global 
Carbon Project reports, fossil fuel 
emissions currently pump about 
9.9 Gt of carbon annually into the 
atmosphere, while land-use 
change accounts for 1.5 Gt. But ter¬ 
restrial ecosystems absorbed 3.8 
Gt. Taking sources and sinks to¬ 
gether, they are a net sink. 

For tropical forests alone, fol¬ 
lowing literature cited in the AR5, 
annual emissions (averaged over 
1990 to 2007) due to deforestation 
and logging amounted to 2.9 Gt of 
carbon, while this was compensat¬ 
ed by carbon absorption due to 
forest regrowth (1.64 Gt), recover¬ 
ing from deforestation and log¬ 
ging, and carbon absorption by in¬ 
tact forests (1.19 Gt). As a result, 
overall, tropical forests were mar¬ 
ginally a source of emissions of 
about 0.11 Gt of carbon per year. 
Clearly there is no cause for com¬ 
placency here, but nor is this yet 
an emergency. 

No magic bullet 

The story with respect to the Ama¬ 
zon River Basin and its tropical for¬ 
est cover is very similar. By one 
scientific estimate, the Amazon, in 
1980, stored 128 Gt of carbon, with 
94 Gt in vegetation and 33 Gt in the 
reactive component of soil car¬ 
bon. Subsequent evolution of the 
carbon storage in the Amazon, 
makes for a complex story. But 
while preservation of the Amazon 
as a carbon pool is essential, such 



preservation clearly is not the 
magic bullet that would counte¬ 
ract the impact of fossil fuel emis¬ 
sions. 

But the bottom line from this 
evidence is that fossil fuel emis¬ 
sions have a lasting impact of a 
kind that deforestation and land 
use change do not. The effect of 
the latter can be partially repaired 
over time, albeit slowly, as the data 
on tropical forests demonstrates, 
while untouched forests and living 
biomass continue to absorb car¬ 
bon. Fossil fuel emissions from 
coal, oil, and gas cannot however 
be put back in to where they came 
from. Nor can their cumulative 
emissions be compensated by in¬ 
creased vegetation, since it will 
amount to increasing the cumula¬ 
tive absorption of terrestrial eco¬ 
systems to an improbable level. 
Forest ecosystems, in balance, will 
suffer from the overall impact of 
global warming, degrading their 
extent and quality. 

Even the alarm expressed over 
the current forest fires in the Brazi¬ 
lian Amazon, lacks a sense of pro¬ 
portion. Data from Brazil’s Nation¬ 
al Institute for Space Research 
shows that the number of fires this 
August, while large, is not excep¬ 
tional. The year’s tally, till August 
25, was 80,626, a 78% increase 
year-on-year. However, in Peru it is 
105% higher, and in Bolivia 107%, 
both part of the Amazon basin. 
There are forest fires elsewhere, 
extensive in Africa, particularly in 
Angola, Zambia and the Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of the Congo (attri¬ 
buted to slash-and-burn agricul¬ 
ture), in Siberia (three million 
hectares) and in Canada, both at¬ 
tributed to unusually high sum¬ 


mer temperatures (this July being 
the warmest month ever). Brazil’s 
tally this year is nowhere yet near 
its highs from 2005 and 2010, 
when it exceeded 120,000 for the 
comparable period of the year. 

Brazil’s efforts 

Brazil has also put in substantial 
effort over the last decade to slow 
down deforestation, with some 
notable success, reducing it by 
2013 to 75% of its pre-2005 annual 
average, success that was hailed 
globally. It is quite likely that Mr. 
Bolsanaro represents a reaction to 
the tough measures that accompa¬ 
nied this effort, not only from agri¬ 
business in soy and beef produc¬ 
tion, as has been plausibly argued, 
but also a large section of small 
farmers who found it difficult to 
shift from slash-and-burn to inten¬ 
sified cultivation. Apart from de¬ 
forestation though, Brazil is by no 
means a high emissions country, 
and a model of renewable energy 
use from hydro power and 
biofuels. 

What then has driven the global 
outrage against Mr. Bolsanaro? On 
the part of global public opinion, 
the notion that afforestation con¬ 
stitutes some kind of magic bullet 
to fight global warming, is a popu¬ 
lar one. The Amazon was always 
the poster-child of conservation 
and biodiversity, and halting de¬ 
forestation there a global cause ce- 
lebre among environmentalists 
and their movements. With global 
warming, the difficulty in slowing 
down fossil fuel emissions pro¬ 
vides added fuel to such views, 
even if the evidence militates 
against them. 

However, the attitude of the go¬ 
vernments of developed countries 
and many international non-go¬ 
vernmental organisations that 
share these views, is clearly driven 
by other considerations. These na¬ 
tions have notably failed to deliver 
in reducing their fossil fuel emis¬ 
sions. As a 2018 report of the Unit¬ 
ed Nations Framework Conven¬ 
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
has noted, the developed coun¬ 
tries (excluding the former Soviet 
bloc nations whose emissions 


plummeted along with their eco¬ 
nomies) have achieved a reduction 
of only 1.3% over 26 years from 
1990. The only way to maintain 
the Paris Agreement’s promise, 
that they brokered, of restricting 
global warming to well below 2° C 
or indeed 1.5°C is by turning the 
screws on mitigation in the non-in¬ 
dustrial sectors. These sectors 
play a major role in the emissions 
of most developing countries, ho¬ 
wever low they may be in absolute 
terms. 

Pressure tactics 

Mr. Bolsanaro’s revolt is particular¬ 
ly unwelcome in this context, even 
if it is inspired by the United 
States, and its President, Donald 
Trump. But while a superpower 
cannot be brought to heel, nor in¬ 
deed can large developing nations 
such as China and India, Brazil is a 
softer target. The threat by the 
French President, Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron to block the EU-Mercosur 
trade deal to mark the European 
Union’s displeasure marks a new 
low in the global North’s pressure 
tactics on the South in dealing 
with the climate challenge. In a 
dangerous portent, a noted U.S. 
foreign policy commentator, Ste¬ 
phen Walt, writing recently in Fo¬ 
reign Policy magazine, speculated 
on precisely such tactics. He furth¬ 
er speculated that “major powers” 
could intervene even militarily to 
discipline nations recalcitrant in 
climate action. Global talk of a cli¬ 
mate emergency that is not 
grounded in scientific evidence, 
however well-intentioned in their 
origins, could also unwittingly fuel 
thinking along these lines. 

The Amazon and other terres¬ 
trial ecosystems offer much need¬ 
ed room to manoeuvre in dealing 
with global warming. But without 
reducing fossil fuel emissions dras¬ 
tically and the global North paying 
back its carbon debt by taking the 
lead, there can be little hope of 
meeting the climate challenge. 


T. Jayaraman and Kamal Murari teach at 
the Centre for Climate Change and 
Sustainability Studies, Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, Mumbai 


Giving age-old ties a new shine 

Beyond its burgeoning trade links with India, Russia has emerged as a balancer in India-China relations 



D espite the Russia-India-Chi- 
na triangle reconciling on a 
shared vision and responsi¬ 
bility for the future of Eurasia, 
watchfulness resurfaces behind 
the curtains. As the U.S.-China 
trade war is tending to get out of 
hand and China may invigorate its 
outreach throughout the conti¬ 
nent to toss American presence, 
the strategic triangle might soon 
face increased pressure that could 
challenge the existing balance of 
power. 

Though Russia and India bene¬ 
fit from the current status quo in 
interactions, enhanced exchange 
and geopolitical coordination, 
neither country is interested in be¬ 
coming hostage to China’s gallop¬ 
ing regional ambitions. New Delhi 
is specifically concerned about 
Moscow growing more dependent 
on Beijing, while the Kremlin 
wants to avoid possible rifts in Chi- 
na-Indian relations. 

Such beliefs act as powerful ca- 
talysers to boost more fruitful 
cooperation between the two na¬ 
tions on a number of areas. 

More fruitful cooperation 

In 2017, the bilateral economic tur¬ 
nout grew by almost 22% and by 
more than 17% last year; trade is 
projected to touch $30 billion by 


2025. Despite Russia’s well-known 
trade model that is often marked 
by asymmetry, exporting raw ma¬ 
terials and importing value-added 
products, this does not seem to be 
the case with India any longer. 

A few years ago, Russia’s oil 
giant, Rosneft, invested $12.9 bil¬ 
lion in India’s second largest priv¬ 
ate oil refiner, Essar Oil, marking 
one of the biggest foreign invest¬ 
ments in years. Russia is also stu¬ 
dying the feasibility of the Nagpur- 
Secunderabad High Speed Rail 
and the construction of major 
energy and transportation 
projects. 

Petrochemicals is another area 
that Russian companies are look¬ 
ing at. India is now the world’s fas¬ 
test growing market for butyl rub¬ 
ber and halogenated butyl rubber 
thanks to its rapidly expanding car 
manufacturing industry which is 
pushing for electric vehicles. In 
February 2012, Sibur and Reliance 
Industries entered into a joint ven¬ 
ture, setting up the Reliance Sibur 
Elastomers Private Limited in Jam¬ 
nagar, Gujarat. The region’s first 
butyl rubber halogenation plant is 
set to become operational this 
year and has a capacity of 120 ktpa 
of butyl rubber and 60 ktpa of ha¬ 
logenated butyl rubber, respec¬ 
tively. In addition, Sibur has 
agreed to share proprietary butyl 
rubber technology, staff training 
and access to the complex equip¬ 
ment of polymerisation reactors, 
which is unprecedented for a Rus¬ 
sia company and marks a unique 
case of partnership between the 
two countries. 

The new areas of cooperation 



contribute to those where India 
and Russia have already deve¬ 
loped a relatively stable pattern of 
interaction and exercise evolved 
traditions on the state level. 
Dwarfed by the Soviet times and 
experiencing an overall decrease 
in total market share, Russia, non¬ 
etheless, continues to serve as the 
largest arms supplier and just re¬ 
cently signed an agreement to car¬ 
ry payments through national cur¬ 
rencies to circumvent the 
Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act norms of 
the U.S. 

In October last, Moscow and 
New Delhi signed a $5-billion 
S-400 air-defence system deal that 
is among the agreements cumula¬ 
tively worth $10-billion. The list in¬ 
cludes joint production of Kamov 
Ka-226T helicopters, four Admiral 
Grigorovich-class frigates and a 
joint venture in Amethi, Uttar Pra¬ 
desh, producing 750,000 Kalash¬ 
nikov AK-203 rifles. More deals are 
under way, including acquiring ad¬ 
ditional Su-30 MKI and about 21 
MiG-29 fighters, as well as possible 
participation in the multi-billion 
‘Project 75’ of the Indian Navy and 
the Indian Air Force’s contract for 


114 fighter jets. 

Strong personal ties between 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and the Indian Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi act as additional po¬ 
werful catalysers. Moscow played 
a key role in facilitating India’s 
membership in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation, which 
allegedly helped to dilute China’s 
dominance. Mr. Modi has also be¬ 
come a regular at Russia’s key na¬ 
tional events and the two met dur¬ 
ing the Russia-India Summit on 
September 4-5. 

The China factor 

Demand to boost relations also 
prevails in the corridors of the 
Kremlin. Currently, China’s GDP is 
four times larger and defence 
spending almost three times big¬ 
ger than that of India. As both na¬ 
tions also have prolonged territo¬ 
rial disputes that occasionally turn 
into border stand-offs, a peaceful 
exchange between New Delhi and 
Beijing is perceived as fragile and 
Moscow’s balancing role seen to 
be in high demand. 

Russia’s relations with India rely 
on traditions that follow from So¬ 
viet times and encompass New 
Delhi’s quest to sustain balanced 
and diversified policy that keeps 
enough space for manoeuvering. 

In 1971, India signed a treaty of 
friendship and cooperation with 
the Soviet Union to balance a Chi- 
na-U.S. rapprochement, a move 
that performs a vital role in Rus¬ 
sia’s interpretation of Indian fo¬ 
reign policy till date. Thus, Mos¬ 
cow is aware of New Delhi’s 
long-term quest to diversify its 


economic and political relations to 
preserve maximum independence 
in decision-making. In effect, close 
U.S.-India relations do not seem to 
be having a serious impact on the 
exchange. 

Despite the agreement to by¬ 
pass U.S. sanctions and use of na¬ 
tional currencies with Moscow, 
New Delhi is still hoping to acquire 
a waiver from the White House. In¬ 
dia acknowledges Washington’s 
support in its claim for a perma¬ 
nent seat at the United Nations Se¬ 
curity Council. India has also be¬ 
nefited from the rift in 
Pakistan-U.S. relations that 
emerged under the Trump admi¬ 
nistration and it became more as¬ 
sertive in Kashmir by revoking its 
special status. 

Although Russia acknowledges 
its augmenting dependence on 
China, it also envisions potential 
threats to the current balance of 
power in Eurasia. Unlike in Eu¬ 
rope, however, Moscow is not will¬ 
ing to punch above its weight and 
prefers the role of an intermedi¬ 
ary. New Delhi acknowledges Mos¬ 
cow’s growing dependence on 
Beijing that has accelerated amid 
the Kremlin’s never-ending melee 
with the West. Nevertheless, with 
the Eurasian balance of power at 
stake, the need to bet on each oth¬ 
er seems to be a shared strategy 
that supplies strong impetus to 
greater cooperation. 


Dmitriy Frolovskiy is a political analyst 
and independent journalist. He is a 
consultant on policy and strategy in the 
Middle East and Central Asia, and has 
written about Russia’s foreign policy 
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A Justice resigns 

Befitting her office and 
position, Justice Vijaya K. 
Tahilramani had no choice 
but to gracefully submit her 
resignation. With only three 
women judges in the 
Supreme Court and 73 
judges out of the 670 judges 
(about 11%) serving in 
various High Courts, 
women’s representation in 
the higher judiciary needs 
to significantly improve. 
Judiciary has a gender 
problem and the fact that 
some have still managed to 
get through this barrier is to 
be admired. The list of 



pending cases awaiting 
disposal is long and India 
has one of the world’s 
lowest judges-to-population 
ratio. Senior judges like 
Justice Tahilramani should 
be posted to places where 
their experience can and 
aid litigants and speed up 
justice (OpEd page, “An 
arbitrary transfer, a 
graceful resignation”, Sept. 
9). 

H.N. Ramakrishna, 

Bengaluru 

The transfer has once again 
raised questions about the 
functioning of the 



collegium system. Once her 
request for reconsideration 
stood rejected. Justice 
Tahilramani was left with 
no option but to resign. 
Here, one is not too sure 
whether she had to pay the 
price for her judgment in 
the Bilkis Bano case. If so, 
this is worrisome. The 
transfer is repugnant to all 
established administrative 
norms, raising questions 
about whether the 
collegium is at all insulated 
from being influenced by 
extraneous factors. 

S.K. Choudhury, 

Bengaluru 


Fit and fierce 

The firebrand advocate’s 
writings on sociopolitical 
issues demonstrated his 
amorphous intelligence 
(News page, “Ram 
Jethmalani, an unrepentant 
maverick”. Sept. 9). He was 
physically so fit that, if 
confronted, he would invite 
the opponent to play a 
game of badminton. No one 
accepted such a challenge. 
As a lawyer, he was 
proficient and 
knowledgeable in all 
branches of law. His acerbic 
tongue was feared by 
judges. He was of the 


considered opinion that 
transparency and honesty 
should be the bedrock in 
one’s discharge of duties. 
He did not mellow down 
with age and this quality 
makes him special even in 
his passing. 

V. Lakshmanan, 

Tirupur, Tamil Nadu 

Nearly there 

It was unfortunate that the 
lander module Vilcram lost 
communication with 
ground stations just before 
the expected smooth moon 
landing. However, it is a 
cause for celebration that it 


has been spotted, a little 
away from its intended 
touchdown point. Though 
space experts feel that it 
may not be possible to 
resurrect the lander, India 
can be proud that the 
mission’s execution was 
near-perfect. Scientific 
endeavours are successful 
not at the first instance but 
after a series of trials and 
errors (“Chandrayaan-2 
orbiter spots lander on 
moon”, Sept. 9). 

A. JAINULABDEEN, 

Chennai 


MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 
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Development matters, but so does identity 


Disturbing a federal system that protects the complexity of human identities could pave the way for conflict 



It is sometimes claimed that once or¬ 
dinary people benefit from econom¬ 
ic development, they automatically 
set aside issues related to their identi¬ 
ty. Such a view was found not only in 
materialist theories that gave expla¬ 
natory primacy in human life to eco¬ 
nomic factors but also among leaders 
of social and political movements. 
Nehru, for instance, is believed to 
have assumed that as India makes 
economic progress, religious identity 
would matter less and communal 
conflict would disappear. It seems 
that the government’s claim on Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir shares the same 
premise. Give Kashmiris an econom¬ 
ic package, prospects of more jobs, 
better healthcare, high-quality con¬ 
sumption goods and they will forget 
their specific identity and assimilate 
peacefully with the rest of India. ‘De¬ 
velopment’ shall trump identity. 

Cultural and ethical framework 

Identity is much misused and 
abused. We misunderstand it, mis¬ 
construe its significance, maliciously 
politicise it but it refuses to go away. 
Why? Undeniably, we are biological 
creatures with basic material needs. 
But we are also expressive creatures, 
image-builders, story-makers, con¬ 
cept-inventors, and so live in a world 
saturated with images, representa¬ 
tions, myths, stories, and philoso¬ 
phies. Over thousands of years, mul¬ 
tiple imaginary worlds have been 
fashioned, each of which is the col¬ 
lective possession of different socie¬ 
ties. These imagined narratives 
shape our material needs, making 
them complex, elaborate and dis¬ 
tinct. All humans do not have the 
same food and sartorial preferences. 
They design their dwellings different¬ 
ly. They even use their bodies and 
tongues differently to communicate 
with one another. In short, our mate¬ 
rial needs, suffused with imagination 
and saturated with concepts, are 
filled with intricacy and nuance. 

Moreover, we have developed 
non-biological needs and disposi¬ 
tions. We reflect on the world and on 
ourselves. We develop a sense of who 
we are. We have implicit or explicit 



answers to the question: who am I? 
This is partly answered by our cultu¬ 
rally mediated material needs: we 
are, for example, what we eat and do 
not eat. But equally important for 
this answer is an ethic that distin¬ 
guishes the good from the bad, right 
from wrong, what is worth striving 
for and what is not. With the help of 
this, we get a sense of where we 
stand in this world and what stand 
we take on it. In short, we are also de¬ 
fined by our specific stand on what 
happens to us after we die, and, say, 
on our position on the place of wo¬ 
men in society. 

So we cannot live a proper life 
without a framework of culture and 
ethic - the source of meaning and 
worth in our lives. Nor without other 
people with whom we share this fra¬ 
mework, without a community. If 
this identity-endowing, cultural and 
ethical framework is so crucial to 
each one of us, then how can eco¬ 
nomic development alone satisfy us? 
This unsubstitutable need for self¬ 
hood will not disappear just because 
one’s biological needs are fulfilled. 

So, not only are identity-related 
needs extremely important, but 
these needs are satisfied by a partic¬ 
ular socio-culturally informed ethi¬ 
cal framework. Why not any such fra¬ 
mework? Good question, but one 
that has a rather simple response: we 
are born into a specific framework, 
are initiated into it in our childhood, 
and before long, it makes us who we 
are. It provides humans with features 
that define them. These form the 
core that remains relatively constant, 
even as everything around changes. 
Moreover, these constitutive features 
matter more than anything else. A 
wart on the body may be permanent, 
but it won’t matter if it is removed. 


But take away fish from Bengali cui¬ 
sine and all hell will break loose. Ta¬ 
gore’s songs in middle class Bengali 
homes have the same status. The 
same is true of the worship of Muru- 
gan to many Tamils; the relic of Mu¬ 
hammad in Hazratbal to Kashmiri 
Muslims; the Kamakhya temple to 
the Assamese. These specific, endur¬ 
ing, valuable beliefs and practices 
are identity-constituting, anchoring 
people in the world, making them 
feel at home, giving them succour. 

All this is true. But it is equally true 
that identity-related issues invoke 
fear. They are prone to being abused. 
They can even become dangerous. 
How so? This happens when the rela¬ 
tively enduring character of identity 
begins to be viewed as immutable 
and incontestable, and derived from 
a single, permanent source. An iden¬ 
tity is then seen as defining us cate¬ 
gorically, once and for all, in an all- 
or-nothing manner, like something 
inscribed in our DNA. Anything that 
disturbs or threatens the structure of 
our socio-cultural ‘DNA’ unhinges 
and enflames us, forcing us to die for 
it or even to kill. 

Identities in flux 

These conclusions about the nature 
of identity are troublesome but not 
ineluctable. First, because, although 
our identity-constituting beliefs, feel¬ 
ings, values are given in childhood, 
as we become self-reflexive, we fre¬ 
quently begin to question, revise and 
even reject them. They must endure 
but don’t have to be immutable. Se¬ 
cond, as we grow, we enter different 
groups, begin participating in more 
than one socio-cultural framework, 
develop multiple identities. These 
identities move in and out of focus 
depending upon context. It is doubt¬ 


ful if human beings will flourish, per¬ 
haps even survive, if they were en¬ 
trenched exclusively within one 
framework, bound to one single, per¬ 
manently embedded identity. Third, 
each of these identities is itself de¬ 
rived from multiple sources. Consid¬ 
er J&K. Three thousand years ago, 
like the rest of the north-western re¬ 
gion that now includes Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, Kashmiri culture was 
Vedic. It then probably acquired a 
layer from Greek settlers and defini¬ 
tively from the teachings of Buddha. 
By the middle of the 1st millennium 
CE, it imbibed a strong strain of Shai¬ 
vism. Later highly syncretic Sufi cur¬ 
rents entered and still later, large 
chunks from modern Islam. Kashmi¬ 
ri identity is a palimpsest that un¬ 
folds like a peeled onion, layer by 
layer. It would be absurd to reduce it 
simplistically to monoliths like ‘Hin¬ 
du’ or ‘Islamic’. These are useful sim¬ 
plifications in ideological or political 
battles but half-truths, even lies. The 
core of Kashmiri identity is a com¬ 
plex compound, flowing from multi¬ 
ple sources, not reducible to a sim¬ 
ple, single element. What’s more, 
this is true of every regional identity 
in India, of Indian identity in general, 
indeed, of every group identity in the 
world. 

What is the political implication of 
these observations? Modern socio¬ 
economic conditions require states 
to take care not only of people’s ma¬ 
terial welfare but also their identi¬ 
ties. But these conditions also foster 
ethno-nationalisms that insist on one 
state for every monocultural identi¬ 
ty. Deep down this is a lie, because it 
defies the intricacies of human cul¬ 
tures. So, is there a viable modern 
political system that protects the 
complexity of human identities and 
mitigates their rough, violent edges? 
There is. A decent federal system 
that allows a great deal of political 
autonomy to distinct cultural groups, 
protects important common (nation¬ 
al) interests and enables fruitful en¬ 
counter of regional cultures does 
that. Disturbing this federal arrange¬ 
ment for the sake of a simplistic idea 
of unity is not a smart thing to do. At 
worse, it paves the way for prolonged 
conflict that endangers develop¬ 
ment. Paradoxically, then, we might 
well be undercutting development in 
the very name of development. 


Rajeev Bhargava is Professor, Centre for the 
Study of Developing Societies, Delhi 


Forging the steel frame 

The 60-year-old Mussoorie Academy deserves some credit for 
producing officers who have contributed to nation-building 
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AMITABHA BHATTACHARYA 


The Lai Bahadur Shastri National Academy 
of Administration was simply called the Aca¬ 
demy of Administration when it was set up in 
1959 in Mussoorie. It signalled a resolve to 
systematically train members of the higher 
civil services in order to equip them to be the 
change agents of a resurgent India. The two 
All-India Services, the Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) and the Indian Police Service, 
instituted earlier under a specific provision 
of the Constitution, as also other Services at¬ 
tracted some of the finest minds from the un¬ 
iversity system. The IAS motto, ‘ Yogah Kar- 
masu Kaushalam (proficiency in action is 
yoga)’, and the Academy song, ‘ Hao Dharo- 
mete Dheer, Hao Karomete Bir (Be firm in 
your faith, courageous in action)’, symbol¬ 
ised the nation’s expectation from them. The 
majestic Himalayan peaks viewed from the 
campus constantly reminded the recruits to 
strive for strength, rectitude and excellence. 

The Academy introduced in 1960 a com¬ 
mon Foundation Course (FC) in order to “in¬ 
stil a shared understanding of government 
and build camaraderie among the civil ser¬ 
vices”. It is the professional training institu¬ 
tion for the IAS, and continues to conduct an 
FC for various All-India and Central Services. 

Keeping with the times 

In the last six decades, there have been 
transformational changes in the country. 
There have also been failures and inadequa¬ 
cies. Consequently, to meet with the myriad 
challenges, the civil servants have also had to 
constantly upgrade themselves. How is the 
Academy coping with the changing times? 

Fortunately, the Academy has been 
steered in critical junctures by sagacious ad¬ 
ministrators such as A.N. Jha, P.S. Appu, B.N. 
Yugandhar and N.C. Saxena. While the con¬ 
tent and methodology of training have 
changed to meet the demands of time, the 
pattern introduced in 1969 - of district train¬ 
ing being sandwiched between institutional 
exposures at the Academy - has remained 
broadly unaltered. On successful comple¬ 
tion, IAS trainees are now awarded an M.A. 
degree in Public Management by the Jawa- 
harlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Besides, 
the Academy also conducts mid-career train¬ 
ing programmes for officers, in keeping with 
their varying job requirements from policy 
implementation towards policy formulation. 
The Academy now houses five national re¬ 
search centres on rural studies, disaster 


management, gender, public systems man¬ 
agement, and leadership development and 
competency assessment. Pursuant to the 
Kargil Review Committee recommenda¬ 
tions, a joint civil-military programme on na¬ 
tional security was introduced in 2001. 

Some limitations 

Even the best of training has its limitations. 
Nevertheless, the Academy has been engag¬ 
ing itself steadfastly with this onerous task. 
However, how much of its effort gets reflect¬ 
ed in the performance of officers remains a 
moot question. The correlation between the 
training imparted in Mussoorie and the qual¬ 
ity of public services in the heat and dust of 
Indian polity should be unquestionable. Se¬ 
cond, there has been no serious attempt to 
record the experiences of the trainees/offic¬ 
ers at the field/secretariat levels and publish 
them in scholarly journals, enabling others 
to benefit from such exposures. The Acade¬ 
my journal. The Administrator ; does not 
seem to have any discernible impact on the 
academic discourse on the various facets of 
our governance. Are the days of scholar-ad¬ 
ministrators gone? Third, what have been 
the outputs of the five national centres? How 
does such research inform the training curri¬ 
culum? Has the Academy realised its poten¬ 
tial to emerge as the main think tank for civil 
service reforms? 

Civil servants are aware that the public so¬ 
metimes resent the bureaucracy, often for 
valid reasons. Politicians criticise the bu¬ 
reaucracy as blocking the course of develop¬ 
ment. These days. Ministers are not always 
willing to accept responsibility for their own 
decisions. The reputation of officers is being 
unduly tarnished all the time. Shouldn’t the 
Academy help build a national consensus on 
these contentious issues? 

The challenge lies in how civil servants 
maintain their integrity and efficiency while 
serving in a system that deals with power 
play and corruption. Fortunately, there are 
umpteen instances of civil servants playing 
their role neutrally and resolutely. Idealism 
as a virtue may be on the wane, but has not 
vanished altogether. 

In defending and expanding the constitu¬ 
tional values and in adhering to the spirit of 
various progressive legislation, the IAS and 
other Services have played a significant role 
in nation-building. Despite our ‘uncertain 
glory’, if one looks at the trajectory of inde¬ 
pendent India and compares it with that of 
our immediate neighbours, our higher bu¬ 
reaucracy appears to be a defining diffe¬ 
rence. The Academy in Mussoorie deserves 
some credit for that. 


Amitabha Bhattacharya is a retired IAS officer who had 
worked in the private sector and with the UNDP 


A minor win for India at WTO 

The trade body ruled that renewable energy 
incentives offered by U.S. were discriminatory 


ARMI N ROSENCRANZ & ADITYA VORA 

In a welcome judgment for India, a 
World Trade Organization (WTO) pa¬ 
nel in June accepted its claim in a dis¬ 
pute concerning U.S. regulations on 
domestic content requirement in the 
production of renewable energy. 
This was also significant as New Delhi 
had earlier lost a similar dispute over 
its own domestic 
content require¬ 
ments. Though 
Washington has 
since challenged the 
ruling, in the light of 
the Donald Trump 
administration’s al¬ 
legations against the 
WTO, it is important 
to discern the rea¬ 
soning adopted by 
the organisation in 
reaching its conclu¬ 
sion. 

The dispute revolved around cer¬ 
tain States in the U.S. that give incen¬ 
tives to local producers in the form of 
tax rebates, refunds and credits 
when they produce renewable ener¬ 
gy using locally manufactured pro¬ 
ducts. Article III of the WTO’s Gener¬ 
al Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) requires that countries do not 
provide less favourable treatment to 
‘like products’ originating from other 
nations. For instance, a solar photo¬ 
voltaic cell manufactured in the U.S. 
should be liable to the same amount 
of tax as one made anywhere else in 
the world. 

But how does the WTO determine 
whether an item is a ‘like product’? 
The organisation’s criteria pertains 
to the product’s end use, composi¬ 
tion, substitutability, consumer pre¬ 
ferences and tariff classifications. 

Disputing the causal link 

In this case, the U.S. conceded that 
the import from India was a ‘like pro¬ 
duct’. What it disputed was the cau¬ 
sal link between the incentives pro¬ 
vided by the respective States and its 
effect on the Indian goods. For in¬ 
stance, the U.S. argued that the fi¬ 
gures quoted by India showing a 
growth in the number of solar photo¬ 
voltaic (PV) systems installed in 



Washington State between 2005 and 
2015 do not support its assertion that 
additional incentives by themselves 
have induced the wide-scale adop¬ 
tion of locally made renewable ener¬ 
gy products. 

However, the WTO panel rejected 
this argument, stating instead that 
Washington State’s additional incen¬ 
tive accords an advantage on the use 
of local products not 
available for ‘like im¬ 
ported products’. In¬ 
dia, the panel held, 
was not required to 
prove factually that 
the rise in the produc¬ 
tion of PV systems was 
caused by a rise in the 
production of up¬ 
stream local products 
at the cost of ‘like-im¬ 
ported products’. 

The ‘mere incentivi- 
sation’ of only the lo¬ 
cal products was sufficient to make a 
prima facie case that Washington 
State’s additional incentive affected 
the sale, purchase, transportation, 
distribution or use of the relevant 
products, the panel said. 

Solar module exports to U.S. 

The ruling is also important consi¬ 
dering that the U.S. imported 44% of 
the Indian solar module exports in 
the 2018-2019 period. 

We believe that this dispute could 
have been easily avoided had the two 
countries settled their differences be¬ 
forehand. This is especially so be¬ 
cause there are various other dis¬ 
putes pending between the countries 
at the WTO involving the export pro¬ 
motion scheme brought in by India 
and the imposition of excess customs 
duty on steel and aluminium by the 
U.S. New Delhi claims that its export 
promotion schemes are in conso¬ 
nance with its developing country 
status while Washington has cited 
‘national security’ as the reason for 
the imposition of the duty. 


Armin Rosencranz is a professor of law at 
Jindal Global Law School in Sonipat, 
Haryana, from which Aditya Vora is a recent 
graduate 





DATA POINT 


A cut above 
the best 

With 671 runs in five innings 
in the ongoing Ashes 
Tour, Australia's Steve 
Smith has made a cracking 
return to Test cricket. The 
tour in England is Smith's 
first Test Series after the 
12-month ban following 
the ball-tampering incident 
in South Africa. By raising 
his average to close to 65, 
higher than other batsmen 
in Test history, except 
Don Bradman, Smith has 
established himself as the 
best among his peers 
By Sumant Sen 
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Ahead of the pack 

The chart plots the 
average against 
the runs scored in 
Tests of active • and 
retired • batsmen, who 
have played in at least 
30 innings and scored 
1000 runs 
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On top again | The graph shows 
progression of Smith’s Tests rankings 
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Smith had a small but brief fall in rankings 
after his ban but recovered to occupy the 
top spot following his Ashes blitz 
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Where Smith stands 

The chart shows the Z-scores 
of Test averages of players 
who have played at least 30 
innings and scored 1000 runs. 
A Z-score is a measure of how 
many standard deviations 
away from the mean score is a 
player's batting average. The 
higher the Z-score, the more 
impressive the player 

Source: ESPNcricinfo, Reliance 
ICC rankings 
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Using the mean and standard deviations 
of the batting averages of all the 533 
players, the Z-scores were calculated 
using the formula: batting average of a 
player minus mean / standard deviation 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September io, 1969 

Roots of corruption 

(From an Editorial) 

The latest report of the Central Vigilance 
Commission says that “the temptation to re¬ 
sort to corrupt practices seems to be rather 
strong even at the senior official levels of the 
Ministries of Defence, Finance, Depart¬ 
ments of Railways, Posts and Telegraphs and 
Foreign Trade and Supply” and that such 
practices at the lower level are in a sense en¬ 
demic in the Railways and the Postal depart¬ 
ments. Among those dismissed for official 
misdemeanour are listed for instance a lieu¬ 
tenant commander, a Barrack and Store of¬ 
ficer, an income-tax officer and one Deputy 
Director of Postal Services, besides a host of 
other gazetted and non-gazetted officers. 
That the itching palm is as old as man him¬ 
self cannot be an excuse for condoning the 
growing lapses. On the contrary, it should be 
deemed a forceful reason why a special 
watch against corruption is necessary. The 
institution of the Lok Pal and Lokayukta may 
prove to be only a half-measure. Many of the 
State Governments are unwilling to appoint 
their own Lok Pals. Some State Govern¬ 
ments have been arguing that these offices 
are quite unnecessary because Ministers can 
be hauled up for their failings before the le¬ 
gislature of which they are members, while 
complaints against officials could be submit¬ 
ted to the appropriate Ministers. But what is 
happening in Kerala exposes the weakness 
of this argument. That cases of corruption 
have been increasing is sufficient proof that 
the cure does not lie in merely reforming ex¬ 
isting grievance procedures. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 10, 1919. 

Our Rule in India and Egypt. 

An I.C.S. writes in the “Daily Herald”: - The 
subsidence of public interest in India pari 
passu with the subsidence of the recent 
riots, is an illuminating instance of the man¬ 
ner in which an imperial people looks upon 
its responsibility for the government of sub¬ 
ject races, even when their total exceeds 
three hundred millions. It may sound para¬ 
doxical, but without the first of the causes of 
Indian unrest is the practical absence of pu¬ 
blic opinion, not merely among Indians, but 
among Anglo-Indians. Why is there practi¬ 
cally no public opinion? Because they are 
practically no instruments for its creation - 
and public opinion does not occur by spon¬ 
taneous generation. The absence of public 
opinion is most glaring and notorious within 
the Government of India itself. 
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Automobile sales 
still in free fall 


As per the data released, 
sales of light commercial 
vehicles stood at 36,324 un¬ 
its, down 28.21% from 
50,595 units a year ago, 
while sales of heavy com¬ 
mercial vehicles declined by 
a whopping 54.30% to 
15,573 units. 

Two-wheelers too 

Similarly, total two-wheeler 
sales last month declined by 
a record 22.24% to over 15.14 
lakh units. Motorcycle sales, 
which largely reflect the de¬ 
mand slump in the rural 
market, declined by 22.33% 
to about 9.37 lakh units, 
while scooter sales were 
down 22.19% to about 5.20 
lakh units. 

“While we have been ex¬ 
pecting month after month 


that this [fall in sales] will 
bottom out, it doesn’t seem 
to be the case. Every time 
we look at the numbers, we 
see a decline. Now is a very 
crucial month as we head 
into the festive season. If we 
don’t see a recovery, even if 
a small one, this month and 
the next month, it will be a 
very alarming situation,” 
Ashim Sharma, Partner and 
Group Head, NRI Consulting 
& Solutions India, told The 
Hindu. 

The industry, which has 
been forced to resort to job 
cuts given the tepid de¬ 
mand, has been pitching for 
a cut in current GST rates of 
28% to boost sales. 

A cut in GST may also 
help revive the sales in rural 
market, Mr. Sharma said. 


Shah allays fears over 
new Citizenship Bill 


Asking whether the Centre 
would bypass the States be¬ 
fore reintroducing the Bill, 
Mr. Sangma requested the 
Centre to invite all stakehol¬ 
ders to arrive at a consen¬ 
sus. “We are also worried by 
the exclusion of 19 lakh peo¬ 
ple from Assam’s NRC. 
Meghalaya shares a long 
border with Assam, and 
there are fears many of 
them could sneak in,” he 
said. 

Mizoram Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga too opposed 
the Bill. He also said the re¬ 
gional parties that support¬ 
ed the Bill had committed 
“political suicide”, insisting 
that the northeast should be 
excluded from its purview. 

The Lok Sabha had 
passed the Bill on January 8 


but it was not tabled in the 
Rajya Sabha. 

The Chief Ministers also 
called for settling the pro¬ 
longed border disputes 
among the States. Almost all 
of them have disputes with 
Assam. 

Assam Finance Minister 
and NEDA Convenor Hi- 
manta Biswa Sarma said the 
disputes - some of which 
claimed lives - had often 
come in the way of develop¬ 
ment in the region. 

“The NEDA forum can be 
used to solve the border dis¬ 
putes and other issues pla¬ 
guing the region. The consti¬ 
tuents can hold discussions 
to resolve these contentious 
issues,” Mr. Sarma said, also 
expressing concern over 
drug dealing in the region. 


UNHRC asks India to 
end lockdown in J&K 


The official also raised the 
issue of exclusion of 1.9 mil¬ 
lion nationals from the exer¬ 
cise of the NRC of Assam 
and said the process has 
caused great uncertainty 
and anxiety among the peo¬ 
ple. She said, “I appeal to 
the Government to ensure 
due process during the ap¬ 
peals process, prevent de¬ 
portation or detention, and 
ensure people are protected 
from statelessness.” 

The official referred to an 
entire range of issues across 
the world but problems of 
human rights violation from 
India and Myanmar found 
greater attention. 

The global attention to 
developments in Kashmir is 
on expected lines and The 
Hindu had reported on Sa¬ 
turday that India was getting 


ready for a season of diplo¬ 
matic blitz as Pakistan inten¬ 
sified its campaign against it 
after the August 5 decision 
on Kashmir. 

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan welcomed the 
comments from UNHRC and 
asked it to “set up the in- 
depth investigation commis¬ 
sion to probe human rights 
abuses” in the Indian 
territory. 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs has stationed a high- 
power diplomatic team led 
by India’s High Commission¬ 
er to Pakistan Ajay Bisaria in 
Geneva for several weeks to 
explain the Indian position 
on Kashmir. Pakistan sent 
back Mr. Bisaria while prot¬ 
esting against India’s remo¬ 
val of Kashmir’s special sta¬ 
tus. 


Lander ‘tilted’ not 
broken, says ISRO 


Efforts are under way to see 
whether communication 
can be re-established with 
the lander but chances of 
that are bleak with full sys¬ 
tem functionality a prere¬ 
quisite to restoring contact, 
officials explained. 

“The lander is there (on 
the moon) as a single piece, 
not broken into pieces. It’s 
in a tilted position,” an ISRO 
official associated with the 
mission said. 

Images sent by the orbi- 
ter’s on-board camera 
shows that though the lan¬ 
der hit the lunar surface 
hard while landing, it is still 
very close to the scheduled 
touchdown site. “We are 
making all-out efforts to see 
whether communication 
can be re-established,” the 
official said. 

“An ISRO team is on the 
job at the ISRO Telemetry, 
Tracking and Command 
Network (ISTRAC),” he ad¬ 
ded. 

The Chandrayaan-2 mis¬ 
sion involved an orbiter, lan¬ 
der (Vikram) and rover (Pra- 
gyan). The mission was 
aimed at the Vikram module 
making a soft landing on the 
moon’s uncharted south 
pole. 

The mission life of the 


lander and rover is one lu¬ 
nar day, which is equal to 14 
earth days. 

ISRO Chairman K Sivan 
said on Saturday that the 
space agency would try to 
restore link with the lander 
for 14 days. He reiterated the 
resolve on Monday after the 
orbiter’s camera spotted the 
lander on the Moon. 

However, another ISRO 
official said chances of res¬ 
toring a link with the lander 
were bleak since system 
functionality was a prere¬ 
quisite. 

“Unless and until eve¬ 
rything is intact (in the lan¬ 
der), it’s very difficult (to re¬ 
establish contact). Chances 
are less. Only if it had a soft- 
landing, and if all systems 
functioned, could commu¬ 
nication be restored. Things 
are bleak as of now.” 

Another space agency of¬ 
ficial added that there might 
be some chances of restor¬ 
ing communication but 
there are limitations too. He 
recalled ISRO’s experience 
of recovering a spacecraft 
that went out of contact in 
geostationary orbit but said 
the Chandrayaan-2’s lander 
case was different. 

A vital aspect is the posi¬ 
tioning of antennas, he said. 


RSS flags NRC’s ‘flaws’ backs reservation 

‘A large number of the 19 lakh people excluded from the Assam register were Hindus’ 


Straight talk 

A look at the stance 
of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
on various issues 



RSS chief Mohan 
Bhagwat attending the 
annual coordination 
meeting in Pushkar, 
Rajasthan. pti 


RESERVATION 

■ Reservation should continue 
as long as its beneficiaries 
feel it is required 

■ Temples, cremation grounds 
and reservoirs should be open 
for all and not restricted to 
any specific caste 

NRC 

■ Concerned over "genuine 
citizens”, majority of them 
from the Hindu community, 
being left out of the National 
Register of Citizens in Assam 

■ Cultural assimilation in 
border areas of northeastern 
and western States has led to 
"forcible conversion" of people 
to Christianity and Islam 


JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

■ House arrest of mainstream political 
leaders "perfectly justified" as it is in 
national interest 

■ Dilution of Article 370 will pave the 
way for development in J&K 

MUSLIMS 

■ Muslims should come forward to get 
rid of suspicion often created about the 
education imparted in madrasas 


O The U.P. govt, had last year 
made it mandatory for 
madrasas to celebrate Independence 
Day by hoisting the tricolour and 
singing national anthem. Nobody 
should have objection to such orders 

rofc/MREfPHOSABALE, RSS joint general secretary 


MOHA MMED IQBAL 

PUSHKAR 

Raising questions on the fi¬ 
nal list of the National Regis¬ 
ter of Citizens (NRC) in As¬ 
sam, the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh on 
Monday said its “shortcom¬ 
ings” should be removed and 
all Bangladeshi immigrants 
who had found a place in it 
on the basis of forged docu¬ 
ments should be excluded. 

At its annual coordination 
meeting in this pilgrim town 
in Rajasthan, senior mem¬ 
bers of the RSS and its affi¬ 
liate groups expressed con¬ 
cern over the exclusion of 
“genuine citizens”, majority 
of them from the Hindu com¬ 
munity, from the NRC. A 
large number of the 19 lakh 
people excluded from the re¬ 
gister were Hindus, the RSS 
office-bearers said. 

While asking the govern¬ 
ment to rectify the NRC list 
before moving forward, the 
RSS affirmed that cultural as¬ 
similation in the border 
areas of northeastern and 
western States had led to 

Parties meet 
EC over loss of 
national status 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission 
met representatives of the 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP), the Trinamool Con¬ 
gress and the Communist 
Party of India (CPI) on 
Monday hearing their argu¬ 
ments on why their status 
as national parties should 
not be revoked. 

“As per the current rules 
performance in two con¬ 
secutive general elections 
are to be counted. The EC 
sent us a notice based on 
2014 and 2019 results. But 
we got the national status 
only in 2016 so how can 
they count 2014 elec¬ 
tions?” Trinamool’s Lok 
Sabha MP Kalyan Banerjee 
told The Hindu. 

The NCP asked the Elec¬ 
tion Commission to wait till 
the Assembly poll to be 
held in Maharashtra in Oc¬ 
tober before passing any 
order. 

The CPI argued that pol¬ 
itical history should also be 
taken into account before 
taking any decision. 


“forcible conversion” of peo¬ 
ple to Christianity and Islam. 

RSS Sah-Saralcaryavah 
Dattatreya Hosabale told 
presspersons on the final day 
of the coordination meeting 
that though the NRC was a 
“very complex issue” be¬ 
cause of a large number of il¬ 
legal immigrants from Ban¬ 
gladesh settled in Assam, the 
government had to comply 
with the Supreme Court’s di¬ 
rection to complete the exer- 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Nagaland Governor R.N. Ra¬ 
vi has said that interdepen¬ 
dence of ethnic communi¬ 
ties in the northeast was 
disrupted by the deliberate 
policies of the British admi¬ 
nistration and several eco¬ 
nomically unviable States 
were created to satisfy and 
appease the forces asserting 
mutual differences and 
exclusivity. 

Mr. Ravi made the re¬ 
marks at the 68th plenary 
session of the North Eastern 
Council (NEC) in Guwahati 
on Sunday. Home Minister 
Amit Shah chaired the meet¬ 
ing attended by the Gover¬ 
nors, Chief Ministers and of¬ 
ficials of the eight 
northeastern States. 

Mr. Ravi, who is also lead¬ 
ing the Naga peace talks, 
said that northeast India, all 
through the centuries, has 
been a region of geo-cultural 
and geo-economic unity and 
celebrated its rich cultural 
diversity through peaceful 
coexistence of innumerable 
ethnic communities. “The 


cise in a stipulated time. 

Ram Madhav, Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party general secretary 
in charge of party affairs in 
the northeastern States, 
spoke at the conclave about 
the NRC exercise carried out 
in Assam. BJP working presi¬ 
dent J.P. Nadda and top func¬ 
tionaries of the RSS, led by 
its chief Mohan Bhagwat, at¬ 
tended the three-day 
meeting. 

Mr. Hosabale said the RSS 


post-colonial northeast wit¬ 
nessed multiple political 
fragmentation of the re¬ 
gions. The traditional forces 
of unity were weakened. 
Several economically unvia¬ 
ble States were created to sa¬ 
tisfy and appease the forces 
asserting mutual differences 
and exclusivity,” Mr. Ravi 
said. 

Mizoram Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga said the go¬ 
vernment needed to act 
“Northeast” before acting 
“East” as the “Look East” 
policy had been in existence 


believed that reservation in 
employment and education 
should continue as long as 
there were disparities in so¬ 
ciety. “It is for the beneficiar¬ 
ies to decide how long the 
quota system should conti¬ 
nue... It is mandated by the 
Constitution,” he said. 

Laying emphasis on Hin- 
dutva and cultural national¬ 
ism, the RSS leader said the 
temples, cremation grounds 
and water reservoirs should 


for more than two decades 
but had had no impact on 
the region’s economy. 

“If Act East’ policy is to be 
made into reality. State go¬ 
vernments in the northeast 
should be sufficiently in¬ 
volved both at the level of 
policy formulation and im¬ 
plementation. Mizoram has 
a long international boun¬ 
dary with Myanmar and Ban¬ 
gladesh. The people of the 
State have relationship with 
the people across the border 
in formal and informal 
forms... These practices 


be accessible equally to all 
castes of the Hindu com¬ 
munity. However, reserva¬ 
tion was not on the meeting’s 
agenda and it did not come 
up for deliberations. 

According to sources, Mr. 
Nadda made a presentation 
on the Centre’s decision to 
revoke the special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir and ap¬ 
prised the participants of the 
situation in the Kashmir Val¬ 
ley. The Ram temple con¬ 
struction in Ayodhya and na¬ 
tional security, with the 
resolve to identify “internal 
elements” creating trouble, 
also came up for discussions. 

Mr. Hosabale said the na¬ 
tionalist Muslims should 
come forward to get rid of 
suspicion often created 
about the education impart¬ 
ed in madrasas. “The Uttar 
Pradesh government had last 
year made it mandatory for 
madrasas to celebrate Inde¬ 
pendence Day by hoisting 
the tricolour and singing na¬ 
tional anthem. Nobody 
should have objection to 
such orders.” 


need to be institutionalised 
for socio-economic uplift- 
ment of the local popula¬ 
tion,” Mr. Zoramthanga said. 

Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio 
said when many countries, 
including India were moving 
towards 5G connectivity, 
northeastern States, particu¬ 
larly Nagaland, were strug¬ 
gling to access even basic In¬ 
ternet connectivity. He 
added that without high 
speed Internet facilities, the 
State has been struggling to 
implement Direct Benefits 
Transfer schemes. 



Modi, Oli to inaugurate 
cross-border pipeline 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Nepal 
counterpart K.P. Sharma Oli 
will inaugurate the ?325- 
crore Motihari-Amlekhgunj 
pipeline on Tuesday via video 
conference. "The first supply 
will be of diesel and it comes 
a month after we carried out 
a test-supply of energy last 
month," said a diplomatic 
source associated with the 
project. The pipeline was 
taken up during Mr. Modi's 
visit to Nepal in 2014 and the 
deal was inked in 2015. 

Jyotiraditya Scindia to 
meet Sonia Gandhi today 

BHOPAL 

Amid simmering factionalism 
within the Congress in 
Madhya Pradesh, Congress 
leader Jyotiraditya Scindia is 
expected to meet party 
president Sonia Gandhi in 
New Delhi on Tuesday, over 
the next Pradesh Congress 
Committee (PCC) president. 
Mr. Scindia, whose supporters 
are rooting for him for the 
post, has previously stated 
that the decision of the top 
leadership, whatever it may 
be, will be final and he will 
accept it. 

Congress appoints two 
new spokespersons 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Monday 
appointed former President 
Pranab Mukherjee's daughter 
Sharmistha Mukherjeeand 
former Lok Sabha Speaker 
Meira Kumar's son Anshul 
Kumar as national 
spokespersons. 

Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi has approved their 
appointment, party's chief 
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said in a statement. 

Congress alleges 
mining scam by Centre 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Monday 
alleged that the Centre had 
caused a loss of ?4 lakh crore 
to the government exchequer 
by bypassing the auction 
route and renewing licences 
of existing mining companies 
for a 50-year period. 
Addressing a press 
conference, Congress 
spokesperson Pawan Khera 
questioned why the Centre 
had not replied to a notice 
from the Supreme Court on 
the issue "where the 
petitioner alleged that the 
granting of licences were 
linked to political donations". 


Northeast fragmented, says R.N. Ravi 

‘In post-colonial era, several economically unviable States were created’ 



For stronger ties: Union Home Minister Amit Shah attends the North East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA) conclave in Guwahati on Monday, -ritu raj konwar 


No harsh remarks on lower courts: SC 

Top court warns HCs against using strong language against subordinate judiciary 


Tahilramani episode 
echoes 1981 resignation 

M.M. Ismail quit in similar situation 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A judgment may be right or 
wrong, but higher court 
judges cannot indulge in 
passing scathing remarks 
about trial judges merely be¬ 
cause they do not agree with 
their point of view, the Su¬ 
preme Court has cautioned 
the High Courts. 

In a recent judgment, an 
Supreme Court Bench of Jus¬ 
tices Deepalc Gupta and Ani- 
ruddha Bose chastised the 
courts for using strong lan¬ 
guage against the subordi¬ 
nate judiciary in their 
judgments. 

“We follow a system 
where the judgment of a 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram on Monday 
said no official should be ar¬ 
rested in the INX Media case 
as “no officer has done 
anything wrong”. 

The former Minister, who 
was sent to judicial custody 
in Tihar Jail last Thursday for 
alleged corruption in the 
INX Media while he was the 
Finance Minister, asked his 
family to post his message on 
Twitter. 

In a series of tweets, he 
said people often asked him 
why he alone was arrested in 



The Supreme Court 
expunged the remarks made 
by the Allahabad High Court. 


court is subject to judicial 
scrutiny by higher courts. 
The judgment may be right 
or wrong, but the higher 
courts should not pass scath¬ 
ing remarks against the pre¬ 
siding officer of the lower 



P. Chidambaram 


the INX Media case when go¬ 
vernment approvals were gi¬ 
ven by several officials. 

“I have requested my fa- 


courts only because they do 
not agree with the point of 
view of the trial court.” 

The verdict came on a 
plea filed by a judicial officer 
presiding over a Motor Acci¬ 
dents Claims Tribunal. 

The officer intervened in 
the spat between two la¬ 
wyers in a case on which one 
of them should collect the 
fee when the case was 
compromised. 

In appeal, the Allahabad 
High Court made disparag¬ 
ing comments in its judg¬ 
ment against the judicial 
officer. 

The Supreme Court re¬ 
ferred to judicial precedents 
which said the High Court 


mily to tweet on my behalf 
the following: People have 
asked me ‘If the dozen offic¬ 
ers who processed and re¬ 
commended the case to you 
have not been arrested, why 
have you been arrested? On¬ 
ly because you have put the 
last signature’?’’said a tweet 
from Mr Chidambaram’s offi¬ 
cial handle. 

e No answer’ 

“I have no answer,” he said, 
and added, “No officer has 
done anything wrong. I do 
not want anyone to be 
arrested”. 

The investigative agen- 


may condemn a judicial of¬ 
ficer if the latter’s actions 
were based on a corrupt mo¬ 
tive. But such remarks can¬ 
not be made “light-hearted¬ 
ly” because the lower court 
judge has no way in law to 
vindicate his position. 

“Our legal system ack¬ 
nowledges the fallibility of 
the judges and hence pro¬ 
vides for appeals and revi¬ 
sions. A judge tries to dis¬ 
charge his duties to the best 
of his capacity. While doing 
so, sometimes, he is likely to 
err,” the judgment quoted 
from a decision of the apex 
court. It went on to expunge 
the remarks made by the 
High Court. 


cies, including the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate (ED) and 
the Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation (CBI), have alleged 
that Mr. Chidambaram had 
allowed foreign investments 
into INX Media through the 
Foreign Investment Promo¬ 
tion Board (FIPB) after re¬ 
ceiving a bribe. 

However, Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram’s legal team had argued 
that FIPB approvals to the 
media company had been gi¬ 
ven after their proposal had 
been examined by FIPB offi¬ 
cials who were secretaries to 
various departments in the 
government. 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Madras High Court Chief 
Justice V. K. Tahilramani’s 
decision to resign in the face 
of a Supreme Court Collegi¬ 
um recommendation to 
transfer her to the Megha¬ 
laya High Court finds a dis¬ 
tant echo with the choice 
made by another Madras 
High Court Chief Justice, 
nearly 40 years ago, to “sa¬ 
crifice” his career and bow 
out with a sense of 
self-respect. 

On January 19, 1981, the 
President issued an order to 
transfer then Chief Justice of 
the Madras High Court, 
M.M. Ismail, to the Kerala 
High Court. 

Lawyers, including advo¬ 
cate Lily Thomas, rushed to 
court against the transfer. 
The petitions, among sever¬ 
al others, came up before a 
seven-judge Bench of the 
Supreme Court for hearing. 
This judges transfer case 
came to be famously known 
as the “First Judges’ Case” 
after it was reconsidered in 
the “Second Judges Case”, 
which introduced the colle¬ 
gium system. 

Though he was made a 
respondent in Ms. Thomas’s 
petition. Justice Ismail filed 
an affidavit in the Supreme 
Court conveying his deci¬ 
sion not to question the le¬ 
gality or validity of the 
transfer. But Justice Ismail 
did not go unnoticed by the 
Supreme Court judges. 

“I cannot help commend¬ 
ing the conduct of Justice Is- 



V. K. Tahilramani 


mail, who actually resigned 
and chose to quit his office 
instead of pursuing the mat¬ 
ter further in the larger in¬ 
terest of the purity of admi¬ 
nistration of justice. The life 
of a judge is that of a hermit 
and he must inculcate a spi¬ 
rit of self-sacrifice and 
should take his profession in 
this holy spirit,” Justice S.M. 
Fazal Ali wrote in his judg¬ 
ment in the Judges Transfer 
Case. 

Justice R.S. Pathalc repro¬ 
duced extracts from the affi¬ 
davit filed by Justice Ismail, 
saying he had no interest in 
people advocating his case. 

“...I decided not to pro¬ 
ceed to Kerala to take charge 
as the Chief Justice of the 
High Court of Kerala; not to 
challenge the legality or the 
validity of the order of the 
President so transferring me 
in any Court of Law; and (3) 
to proceed on leave prepa¬ 
ratory to premature retire¬ 
ment by resigning my of¬ 
fice... I have nothing to 
submit to this Honourable 
Court in this writ petition 
and I do not want anyone to 
litigate for or against me,” 
he wrote to the Supreme 
Court Bench. 


Don’t arrest officials: Chidambaram 

Govt, officers have done no wrong in the INX Media case, says former Minister 
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‘No alternative 
to single-use 
plastic bottles’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A meeting to seek “suitable 
alternatives” for single-use 
plastic bottles used for 
drinking water, called by 
the Consumer Affairs Mi¬ 
nistry, concluded that 
there is no viable alterna¬ 
tive yet. Bottle manufactur¬ 
ers and officials from the 
Environment, Jal Shalcti 
and other stakeholder Mi¬ 
nistries participated. All 
those who attended have 
been told to come back 
with suggestions in three 
days. 

“The alternative needs 
to be affordable for the end 
consumers. The cost of a 
OO bottle should not be 
pushed up to ?50. The con¬ 
sumer’s trust is equally im¬ 
portant. Currently, a 
sealed plastic bottle with 
ISI mark gives them confi¬ 
dence. So the alternative 
we choose should also pass 
muster,” Consumer Affairs 
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan 
said. 

“As per the BIS [specifi¬ 
cations], a water bottle 
should be at least 85% tran¬ 
sparent. If we are to switch 
to paper bottles, we will 
have to change these stan¬ 
dards,” Secretary, Consum¬ 
er Affairs, Avinash K. Sri- 
vastava said. 


India to restore more degraded land 


PM announces target revised from 21 million hectares to 26 million hectares by 2030 


94.53 

million hectares (mha) 
Area of India 
undergoing the process 
of land degradation, as 
of 2003-05-28.76% 
of the total geographic 
area 

96.4 

million hectares (mha) 
Area of India 
undergoing the process 
of land degradation, as 
of 2011-13- 29.32% 
of the total geographic 


26 million hectares (mha) 

The number of hectares of degraded land 
which India now aims to rehabilitate by 2030, 
up from the previous commitment of 21 mn 
hectares 





SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India has raised by 10% the 
area of degraded land that 
the country has agreed to 
restore by 2030, Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendera Modi said 
on Monday. 

“I would like to announce 
that India would raise its 
ambition of the total area 
that would be restored from 
its land degradation status, 
from 21 million hectares to 
26 million hectares, bet¬ 
ween now and 2030,” he 
said in his keynote address 
at the high-level ministerial 
segment at the United Na¬ 
tion Conference of Parties 
summit on land degrada¬ 
tion held at Greater Noida. 

On August 27, Union En- 


Land in 
trouble 

The decline in the 
productive capacity 
of land due to 
climatic factors and 
human intervention 
is land degradation. 

A look at important 
conclusions from the 
Desertification and 
Land Degradation Atlas 
of India, 2016, which 
was the latest survey 
done on the subject 

vironment Minister Prakash 
Javadekar, during a prelude 
to the UN summit, said that 
India would restore “5 mil¬ 
lion hectares” between 2021 


and 2030. Mr. Modi, in his 
address, said that this target 
would be achieved with an 
emphasis on “degraded 
agricultural, forest and oth¬ 


er wasteland by adopting a 
landscape restoration 
approach”. 

India faces a severe pro¬ 
blem of land degradation. 


or soil becoming unfit for 
cultivation. About 29%, or 
about 96.4 million hectares, 
of its land is considered 
degraded. 

This January, India be¬ 
came part of the “Bonn 
Challenge”, a global effort 
to bring 150 million hec¬ 
tares of the world’s deforest¬ 
ed and degraded land into 
restoration by 2020, and 
350 million hectares by 
2030. At the United Nations 
Conference of the Parties 
(COP) 2015 in Paris, India 
joined the voluntary Bonn 
Challenge and pledged to 
bring into restoration 13 mil¬ 
lion hectares of degraded 
and deforested land by 
2020, and an additional 8 
million hectares by 2030. 


No ‘imminent ban’ on single-use plastic 

Javadekar says Modi did not say ‘ban’ on such waste at UN meet, but only said ‘goodbye’ to it 



The government is set to redouble efforts to limit the use 
and consumption of single-use plastic, -akhilesh kumar 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

There is no imminent ban 
on single-use plastic. Union 
Environment Minister Pra¬ 
kash Javadekar said here on 
Monday. 

At a press conference, he 
said Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi had not spoken 
about a “ban” on single-use 
plastic, but only said “good¬ 
bye” to it. “From October 2, 
we will begin an attempt to 
collect all that waste. Nearly 
10,000 tonnes of plastic 
waste remains uncollected,” 
he said. 

In his address at the Unit 
ed Nations Conference on 


Desertification, the Prime 
Minister said, “I think the 
time has come for the world 
to say goodbye to single-use 
plastic... My government 


has announced that India 
will put an end to single-use 
plastic in the coming years.” 

Government officials 
have reiterated over the 


past month that the govern¬ 
ment will redouble efforts 
to limit the use of single-use 
plastic. 

Several States have laws 
against the use of single-use 
plastics, but they are not 
enforced. 

India has a long-standing 
commitment to eliminate 
the use of single-use plastic 
by 2022. “We make a so¬ 
lemn pledge that by 2022, 
we shall eliminate all single¬ 
use plastic from our beauti¬ 
ful country. Our beloved 
Prime Minister Shri Modi// 
has envisioned a new India 
by 2022 - an India of our 
dreams which shall be 


clean, poverty-free, corrup¬ 
tion-free, terrorism-free, 
casteism-free ... and most of 
all... which will be a global 
superpower. This India of 
our dreams shall also be sin¬ 
gle-use plastic free,' Union 
Minister Harsh Vardhan 
said on Environment Day 
last year. He was the Envi¬ 
ronment Minister then. 

A resolution moved by In¬ 
dia at the United Nations En¬ 
vironment Assembly to 
eliminate such plastics by 
2025 was defeated with the 
final text of the agreement 
only committing to their 
“significantly reduced use” 
by 2030. 


Seven 1984 riot cases 
to be reopened 

Centre has expanded SIT’s remit 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) under the Union 
Home Ministry has decided 
to reopen investigations in 
seven anti-Sikh riot cases of 
1984 in which trial had been 
completed and cases closed 
as the accused were 
discharged. 

In April, the Ministry ex¬ 
panded the ambit of the SIT 
to reinvestigate or further 
investigate cases in which 
the accused were dis¬ 
charged or acquitted. The 
seven anti-Sikh riot cases 
were registered in 1984 at 
the police stations in Vasant 
Vihar, Sun Light Colony, Ka- 
lyanpuri. Parliament Street, 
Connaught Place, Patel Na- 
gar and Shahdara. 

Manjinder Singh Sirsa, 
Delhi MLA and general se¬ 
cretary of the Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Management 
Committee, said the police 
never investigated Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister Ka- 
mal Nath in the Parliament 
Street case. Mr. Nath was a 
senior Congress leader 
then. 

Mr. Sirsa said the five ac¬ 
cused persons named in the 
FIR 601/84 were accommo¬ 
dated in the official resi¬ 
dence of Mr. Nath and they 
were discharged due to lack 
of evidence. 

Two witnesses 

He said there were two inde¬ 
pendent witnesses to verify 
the claims - Sanjay Suri, 
who now lives in England, 
and Mukhtiyar Singh, who is 
now in Patna, he said. 

“I have spoken to both 
the witnesses and they are 
ready to appear before the 



Kamal Nath 


SIT to record their state¬ 
ments,” Mr. Sirsa said. 

Mr. Nath had previously 
denied the charges. 

A year after the BJP go¬ 
vernment came to power in 
2014, the Ministry an¬ 
nounced a three-member 
SIT for re-investigation of 
the anti-Sikh riot cases, 
mainly in Delhi and other 
States. The SIT’s mandate is 
to “reinvestigate the appro¬ 
priately serious criminal 
cases which were filed in the 
National Capital Territory of 
Delhi in connection with the 
1984 riots and hence since 
been closed.” It was also 
asked to file fresh chargesh- 
eets against the accused 
where evidence was 
available. 

The SIT secured the first 
conviction in November 
2018, when a Delhi court 
awarded death sentence to 
one of the accused and life 
imprisonment to another 
for killing Hardev Singh (24) 
and Avtar Singh (26) at Ma- 
hipalpur. The case was 
closed by Delhi Police in 
1994 for lack of evidence. 

Congress leader Sajjan 
Kumar was sentenced to life 
for his role in the anti-Sikh 
riots. 

(With PTI inputs) 


Solution to water-sharing through talks: CM 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MOHALI 

Punjab Chief Minister Ama- 
rinder Singh on Monday said 
he was hopeful that the Sut- 
lej-Yamuna Link canal (SYL) 
water-sharing issue would 
be resolved amicably 
through talks between Pun¬ 
jab and Haryana. 

“Both the States, led by 
their respective Chief Secre¬ 


taries, were already engaged 
in dialogue and three-four 
rounds of talks had already 
been held,” he said here, af¬ 
ter inaugurating the Digital 
Investigation Training and 
Analysis Centre (DITAC). 

Capt. Singh hoped the 
matter gets resolved within 
the four-months set by the 
Supreme Court. “It would be 
better for all if the issue is 


settled through talks,” he ad¬ 
ded. Emphasising the impor¬ 
tance of the DITAC, the 
fourth such centre in the 
country, he said newer 
forms of cyber threats were 
necessitating the enhance¬ 
ment of online technical in¬ 
telligence systems. 

On BJP’s performance at 
the Centre in 100 days, he 
said it was too soon to eval¬ 


uate. However, he said that 
India needed stability, and 
as a secular nation, all reli¬ 
gions must be taken along. 

“Nobody had the right to 
enter any government offi¬ 
cial’s office and misbehave,” 
he said, on the video show¬ 
ing Lok Insaf Party MLA Si- 
marjit Singh Bains abusing 
the Gurdaspur Deputy Com¬ 
missioner. 


ANDHRA PRADESH STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED 

HEAD 0FFICE:10-152/1, SRISAI TOWERS, BANDAR ROAD 
KANURU, VIJAYAWADA-520007. 


Lr.NoPDS.3/25/PM/2019DATED: 09.09.2019. 

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE FOR PURCHASE OF 

POLY PROPYLENE WOVEN FABRIC BAGS 


Appointment of Suppliers for supply of PP (Poly Propylene) woven fabric with BOPP laminated block 
bottom bags for packing of 10kg, 15kg and 20kg rice and Pillow type Poly Propylene bags with 
BOPP lamination for packing of 5kg rice and 50kg Pillow type Poly Propylene bags for secondary 
packing to be utilized for Public Distribution System for two months requirement at designated 
locations of APSCSCL through NCDEX E Markets Limited e-reverse auction platform. 

Applications are invited from interested Manufacturers of Poly Propylene woven fabric bags 
from all over India for registration as suppliers for supply of PP woven fabric with BOPP laminated 
block bottom bags and Pillow type PP bags to participate in the e-reverse auction to be conducted 
by NCDEX E Markets Limited on behalf of APSCSC Ltd. 

For registration, interested suppliers may visit www.neml.in or www.apscsc.aov.in 
for Tender Quantity, application forms and detailed terms & conditions. For registration, 
contact at 9642332994/9962059599. 

Last date for online registration and completion of formalities for e-reverse auction shall be up 
to 19.09.2019, 5.00pm. Auction processing fee & EMD shall be paid through e payment mode 
only by using Net Banking, Debit Card, Credit Card and NEFT/RTGS. 

The date of online reverse e-auction through www.neml.in platform will be on 20.09.2019, 


Sd/- Smt.A SURYA KUMARI.IAS, VC & Managing Director 


Little-known J&K outfit 
allowed to hold press meet 

J&KPM avoids taking a position on the August 5 decision 



Restrictions were reimposed in many areas of Srinagar on 
Monday to foil any Muharram processions, -nissar ahmad 


Panel formed to apportion 
J&K assets and liabilities 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The Jammu and Kashmir go¬ 
vernment on Monday al¬ 
lowed the first political activ¬ 
ity in 36 days by permitting a 
press meeting of a little 
known outfit, the J&K Politi¬ 
cal Movement (I) (J&KPM), 
at the Media Facilitation 
Centre here. 

Shahid Khan, a former 
journalist and head of the 
J&KPM, spoke but avoided 
taking any position on the 
revocation of provisions of 
Article 370. He, however, 
blamed the previous re¬ 
gimes in J&K and the region¬ 
al parties of “playing nega¬ 
tive politics in the past”. 

He suggested that people 
need to end the ways of the 
past decades. “It has 
achieved us nothing but 
bloodshed and miseries.” 

Mr. Khan was accompa¬ 
nied by militant-turned- 
counter-insurgent and ex- 
Congress leader Mushtaq 
Ahmad Tantray, Asif Abdul¬ 
lah, advocate Raja Ashraf 
and Omar Ahmad. 

Refusing to comment on 
Article 370 and J&K’s special 
status, these members, in a 
joint statement said, “The 
Centre should provide gua¬ 
rantees as in other States on 
land and restore social se¬ 
curity among people. No ha¬ 
zardous industry should be 
set up in J&K’s fragile 
ecology.” 

They also demanded the 
restoration of communica¬ 
tion lines and the release of 
the detained youth employ- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Home Ministry has 
formed a three-member 
committee headed by 
retired IAS officer and 
former Defence Secretary 
Sanjay Mitra to apportion 
the assets and liabilities of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
between the two Union 
Territories that will come 
into being on October 31. 

“As per Section 85 of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019, 


ing non-violent means to ex¬ 
press their viewpoint. 

The press meet assumes 
significance because politi¬ 
cal activities of all major pol¬ 
itical parties have come to a 
halt since the August 5 deci¬ 
sion to revoke J&K’s special 
status. Strict restrictions 
were reimposed in the Shia 


the Central government by 
an order establishes one or 
more Advisory Committees 
for the apportionment of 
the assets, rights and 
liabilities of the companies 
and corporations 
constituted for the existing 
State of J&K between UT of 
J&K and UT of Ladakh,” the 
MHA said. 

The other members are 
retired IAS officer Arun 
Goyal and Controller 
General of Accounts Giriraj 
Prasad Gupta. 


majority areas in Srinagar 
on Monday to foil any Mu¬ 
harram processions. No 
movement of vehicles and 
people were allowed in Ha- 
wal, Alamgari Bazar and Lai 
Bazar by security personnel. 

Restrictions from 96 out 
of the 111 police stations in 
the Valley have been lifted. 


Government of Karnataka 

Office of the Executive Engineer, Panchayath Raj Engineering Department, 

Project Division, Near Shamily, Mandavi towers , 1 st Floor, Ambalapady, Udupi - 576103. 

Land line /Fax: 0820-2532704 E-mail. kn-udu@pmgsy.nic.in 
No:EE/PD/U/NGNRY-IV/Additional/Tender Notification/2019-20/ 202 Date: 30.08.2019 


Short Term Tender Notification 


On behalf of Government of Karnataka, The Executive Engineer, Project Division, Udupi invites short term 
tender for the work mentioned below as per standard tender document in two cover system. The tenderers are 
advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in I.T.I. caluse-3 of standard tender document to 
qualify for award of the contract. Tender document may be downloaded from the e-procurement portal of the 
Government of Karnataka viz .www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in. 


SI. 

No 

Name of Work 

Estimated 
Cost(in Rs.) 

EMD (Rs.) 

Period of 
Completion 

1 

Packaae-KS 26-52 - Imorovements to road from 
Kakkunje-Sherdi-Vandaru Marvi-Beesanakatte Link 
Road of Kundapura Constituency, Improvements to road 
from Bukkigudde Murkaluve to Adapady Brahmastana 
Koremaru-Kudyanadu-Padapalli Road of Kaup 
Constituency and Improvements to road from Kandloor 
Main Road to Valthuru Road of Byndoor Constituency 
in Udupi District 

15,00,00,000.00 

15,00,000.00 

11 Months 
(Including 
Rainy Season) 

2 

Packaae-KS 26-53 - Imorovements to road from Asodu 
Benkikan Road, Improvements to road from Nailadi to 
Bijjadi Link Road, Improvements to road from Chittara 
Cashew Factory to Kiradi Ajjikallu Road and 
Improvements to road from Betthadi Road of Kundapura 
Constituency in Udupi District. 

10,00,00,000.00 

15,00,000.00 

11 Months 
(Including 
Rainy Season) 

3 

Packaae-KS 26-54 - Imorovements to road from 
Bukkigudde to Hosangadi Baje and Improvements to 
road from Yellare to Donderangadi of Kaup Constituency 
in Udupi District 

10,00,00,000.00 

15,00,000.00 

11 Months 
(Including 
Rainy Season) 


Calendar of events: (1) Date from which tender documents: 09.09.2019 downloaded from e-portal. (2) Date of 
pre bid meeting & Place: Office of the Executive Engineer, Project Division, Udupi 16.09.2019, 11:30 hours. 
(3) Last date for clarification: 17.09.2019. (4) Last date for receiving bids: 23.09.2019, upto 16.30 Hours. 
(5) Time & date of open Technical bids: 24.09.2019, upto 16.35 Hours. (6) Place of opening tender bids: Office 
of the Executive Engineer, Project Division,Near Shamili Hall, Mandavi Tower, First Floor, Udupi. 

Information: (1) The Class-1 contractors who have registered in PWD/CPWD and enrolled in Panchayat Raj 
Engineering Department (Government of Karnataka) are eligible in participation of tendering Award of contract 
depends on technical capacity, work carrying capacity and financial resourcefulness of the bidders. (2) The 
Contractors who are terminated from KRRDAfor non completion of works and who have been terminated for not 
maintaining PMGSY/NGNRY roads are not eligible for participating in the tendering. (3) For any further 
information, the concerned Executive Engineer, Project Division may be contacted. (4) Details can be obtained 

from the http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. ._ .. .... 

K K a Sd/- Executive Engineer, Project Division, Udupi 





a ICMR - VECTOR CONTROL RESEARCH CENTRE 

■ INDIRA NAGAR, MEDICAL COMPLEX, PUDUCHERRY-605006. 

Phone No; 0413-2272396, 2272397. 

Email: director.vcrc@icmr.gov.in Website; www.vcrc.res.in 


Date: 10.09.2019 

ADVERTISEMENT No. Q2/ICMR-VCRC/Den.Wolb-RA/2Q 19-20 


Tenders are invited under Two bid system to “Assess the risk 
associated with the field release of Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes carrying Wolbachia in India” on or before 
30.09.2019 upto 05.30 p.m. 

For further details, please visit our website www.vcrc.res.in 

DIRECTOR 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Deputy Chief Signal & 
Telecommunication Engineer, Construction, Ernakulam invites E-Tenders for the 
following works as per Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) in I REPS Portal www.ireps.gov.in 


Item 

No. 

Approximate 
cost of work 

Cost of 
Tender Form 

Earnest Money 
Deposit (EMD) 

Completion 
period of work 

Tender closing 
date & time 

E-TENDER NOTICE No.ERS/SG/CN/2019/05(OT) dated 07.9.2019 

Provision of OFC and additional 6 quad cable between Chingavanam and Thiruvalla 
stations. 

1 . 

^99,79,231/- 

?5,000/- 

?1,99,600/- 

6 months 

15.00 hrs 
on 11.10.2019 


E-TENDER NOTICE No.ERS/SG/CN/2019/06(OT) dated 06.9.2019 

Provision of Indoor Telecommunication system in Thiruvananthapuram Central - 
Kanniyakumari section in connection with doubling of track between 
Thiruvananthapuram Central and Kanniyakumari stations and provision of IP PBX 
system overThiruvananthapuram Division 


2 . 


^8,95,93,051/- 

0,000/- 

?5,98,000/- 

12 months 


15.00 hrs 
on 11.10.2019 


Note: 1. GST as per extant rules is applicable for the supply and services by the tenderer. 
2. Visit www.ireps.gov.in for detailed terms and conditions and other details. 

Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom. Engineer, (Construction), 
Ernakulam Junction 


Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation limited 


"SARAS SANKUL" J.L.N. MARG, JAIPUR-302 017 
Tele-Fax: 0141-2702135, E-mail: dpm-rcdf@rajasthan.gov.in 
Website: www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in 
No. RCDF/DPIVI/F.6(7166-XXIV)/2019/ Dated: 06.09.2019 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER 


Single Stage two-envelopes unconditional Technical and Financial e-tenders/Bids are 
invited by Rajasthan Co-operative Dairy Federation Limited, from experienced 
manufactures having manufacturing facilities situated in Rajasthan and its adjoining 
states only, for service contract of conversion of surplus milk into Ag-mark Ghee and 
ISI mark SMP & WMP to be supplied by our milk unions. Brief particulars of the 
procurement are given below. 


Approximate 
value of 
Services 

Last time and 
date for 
receiving Bids 

Period 
of the 
Contract 

Validity 
period 
of Bids 

Price of 
Bidding 
Documents 

Amount 
of Bids 
Security 

Rupees 10.00 
Crores 

Upto 3.00 PM 
of 09/10/2019 

12 Months 

120 Days 

Rs. 1000 

Rs. 20,00,000/- 
(Rupees twenty Lac) 


The Complete Bidding Document can be obtained from our website 

www.sarasmilkfed.rajasthan.gov.in,http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and 
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, Bid will be submitted on http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in 


UBN: CDF1920SLRC00678 
Raj. Samwad/C/2464/2019-20 


General Manager 
(PPM & Proj.) 


KARNATAKA URBAN WATER 
SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD 

JALBHAVAN, BTM Layout, Bannerghatta Road, Bangalore - 560 029. 

Phone: 080 - 41106507 - 18, Fax: 080 - 26539206 / 41106504 
e-mail: cekwbbng@gmail.com, Website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in 


CORRIGENDUM - II 

(Through e-Procurement Portal Only) 

The Revised calendar of events for following pre qualified tender 
notification which was published in Daily Newspapers in 
“The Hindu” English Daily, South India Edition and in 
“Vijaya Karntaka” Karnataka Edition on 13.07.2019 and Corrigendum 
issued vide No. KWB/CE(B)/TMK-STP-PQ/1154/2019-20, 
dtd 21-08-2019 in the e-procurement portal is as follows 
Tender No.: KUWSDB/CE(B)/STP-SBR-TMK/721/2019-20 Dtd: 11 -07-2019 

Tender for Pre-qualification with Joint venture for work of Part-1: 

Design, Construction, Supply, Installation, Testing and commissioning 
of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical and Instrumentation works of 25 MLD 
Capacity Sewage Treatment Plant of Sequential Batch Reactor (SBR) 
Technology in Tumakuru city (Lump sum) Part-ll : Operation and 
Maintenance of Implemented Sewage Treatment Plant for a period of 
Five Years including defect liability period (Lump sum per Year) under 
2nd stage UGD scheme to Tumakuru City. 

Revised Calendar of Events : 


1 . 

Last date and time for receipt of RQ. 

23-09-2019 


applications in the e-procurement portal 

upto 17.30 hours. 

2. 

Date & Time of Opening of the RQ. 

26-09-2019 


applications. 

upto 11.30 hours. 


The other terms and conditions in the Tender notification remain 
unaltered. Sd/-CHIEF ENGINEER (B), 

KUWS & D BOARD, BENGALURU 










































































































14 WORLD 


DELHI THE HINDU 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 


Queen green lights law to delay Brexit 

PM needs to postpone it to 2020 unless he gets a deal; Parliament also likely to reject his snap poll plans 



Tough talks: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, left, with his 
British counterpart Boris Johnson in Dublin on Monday. ■ afp 


REUT ERS 

LONDON 

A Bill demanding that Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson delay 
Britain’s withdrawal from 
the European Union on Oc¬ 
tober 31 if he cannot get a di¬ 
vorce deal became law on 
Monday but his office insist¬ 
ed that Brexit would happen 
by that date, “no ifs and 
buts”. 

Parliament was also likely 
to reject Mr. Johnson’s call 
on Monday for a snap gener¬ 
al election, which he is seek¬ 
ing in order to break a dea¬ 
dlock over Brexit that has 
intensified since he took of¬ 
fice in July pledging to get on 
with the departure. 

“The Prime Minister is ve¬ 
ry clear that he will take this 
country out of the EU on Oc¬ 
tober 31st no ifs or buts, he 
will not sanction any more 
pointless delays,” Mr. John¬ 
son’s office said after the Bill 
became law. 

Mr. Johnson was due to 


suspend Parliament for over 
a month from Monday after 
it votes on his latest demand 
for a snap election. He had 
set up the suspension - 
called a prorogation - last 
month in what opponents 
cast as an attempt to sideline 
lawmakers over Brexit. 

The departure from the 
EU, the United Kingdom’s 
most significant geopolitical 
move in decades, remains in 
question more than three 
years since the 2016 referen¬ 


dum, with possible out¬ 
comes ranging from a no¬ 
deal exit to abandoning the 
whole endeavour. 

An alliance of opposition 
lawmakers and rebels from 
Mr. Johnson’s own Conserva¬ 
tive Party passed the Bill that 
became law on Monday hav¬ 
ing received the assent of 
Queen Elizabeth. 

The law, which seeks to 
block a no-deal exit, will 
force Mr. Johnson to seek a 
three-month extension to 


the October 31 deadline un¬ 
less Parliament has either 
approved a deal or consent¬ 
ed by October 19 to leave 
without one. 

It was unclear what Mr. 
Johnson’s next move would 
be: while the law will oblige 
him to seek a delay unless he 
can strike a new deal, EU 
leaders have repeatedly said 
they have received no specif¬ 
ic proposals. 

“I’m absolutely undaunt¬ 
ed by whatever may take 
place in Parliament,” Mr. 
Johnson said in Dublin. 

“We must get Brexit done 
because the U.K. must come 
out on October 31, or else I 
fear that permanent damage 
will be done to confidence in 
our democracy in the U.K.,” 
Mr. Johnson said. 

House of Commons 
Speaker John Bercow, who 
played a key role in the Brex¬ 
it crisis, took a veiled swipe 
at Mr. Johnson as he an¬ 
nounced on Monday he 


would stand down from the 
role. 

Irish border 

Ireland told Mr. Johnson on 
Monday that he must make 
specific proposals on the fu¬ 
ture of the Irish border if 
there is to be any hope of 
averting a no-deal Brexit, 
saying Dublin cannot rely on 
simple promises. 

“In the absence of agreed 
alternative arrangements, no 
backstop is no deal for us,” 
Mr. Varadkar told reporters. 

“We are open to alterna¬ 
tives, but they must realistic 
ones, legally binding and 
workable and we haven’t re¬ 
ceived such proposals to 
date.” 

The blunt remarks by Mr. 
Varadkar indicate the diffi¬ 
culty of Mr. Johnson’s gam¬ 
ble of using the threat of a 
no-deal exit to convince Ger¬ 
many and France that they 
must rewrite an exit agree¬ 
ment struck last November. 


UK. Parliament speaker to step down 

John Bercow had branded suspension of the House by PM a ‘constitutional outrage’ 


Panel to probe 
Trump for 
impeachment 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

John Bercow, the speaker of 
Britain’s House of Com¬ 
mons, announced on Mon¬ 
day that he would step down 
within weeks. The man at 
the centre of more than 
three years of fiery Brexit de¬ 
bates in Parliament, Mr. Ber¬ 
cow has been a controversial 
figure - much criticised by 
supporters of Brexit and 
praised by its opponents. 

Mr. Bercow has served as 
speaker of Parliament’s low¬ 
er chamber for 10 years. 

“If the house votes tonight 
for an early general election. 


my tenure as speaker and 
MP will end when this Parlia¬ 
ment ends,” Mr. Bercow told 
the chamber. 

“If the house does not so 
vote, I have concluded that 
the least disruptive and most 
democratic course of action 
would be for me to stand 
down at the close of business 
on Thursday, October 31.” 

Mr. Bercow, 56, is best 
known for presiding over de¬ 
bates, bellowing “Order! Or¬ 
der!” at unruly MPs and ad¬ 
monishing lawmakers who 
displease him. 

Ever since the 2016 EU 
membership referendum, 



John Bercow 


he has been influential in de¬ 
fending the right of Parlia¬ 
ment to have its say on the 
tortuous Brexit process. 

He branded Prime Minis¬ 


ter Boris Johnson’s suspen¬ 
sion of Parliament, which 
runs from the end of Mon¬ 
day’s debates until October 
14, as a “constitutional out¬ 
rage” designed to “stop Par¬ 
liament debating Brexit”. 

Mr. Bercow was first elect¬ 
ed as an MP for the centre- 
right Conservative Party, but 
he was elevated to the Speak¬ 
er’s position in 2009. 

However, his interven¬ 
tions in Brexit debates have 
prompted accusations from 
his former colleagues that he 
is biased both against the 
Conservative government 
and Brexit itself. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Democratic-led U.S. 
House of Representatives 
Judiciary Committee 
moved to intensify their 
impeachment investiga¬ 
tion of President Donald 
Trump as whiffs of new 
scandal surrounding the 
White House emerged re¬ 
lated to Mr. Trump’s busi¬ 
ness and his lawyer's invol¬ 
vement in Ukraine. 

The Senate could vote 
down the effort, but the in¬ 
vestigation could add pres¬ 
sure on Mr. Trump ahead 
of presidential polls. 


Impact of U.S.-Taliban deal 
would have been ‘disastrous’ 

Would have ‘thrown Afghanistan under the bus’: diplomats 



Final straw: People shopping at a busy market in the old city 
of Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday, -ap 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 
KALL OL BHATTACHERJEE 

NEW DELHI 

Criticising the United States 
for having carried out talks 
with the Taliban without in¬ 
volving the Afghan govern¬ 
ment or regional players, the 
Iranian Ambassador to India 
said here that Tehran is 
“worried” about the pros¬ 
pect of a Taliban-led govern¬ 
ment in Kabul. Iran’s wor¬ 
ries matched Indian 
concerns over the deal, 
which Indian diplomats said 
would have “thrown Afghan¬ 
istan under the bus.” 

“Taliban doesn’t recog¬ 
nise a Republic of the peo¬ 
ple; it wants to establish an 
‘Emirate’, where all orders 
will come from one central¬ 
ised non-elected power. We 
hope that will not happen,” 
said Iranian Ambassador Ali 
Chegeni at an interaction or¬ 
ganised by the Indian Asso¬ 
ciation of Foreign Affairs 
Correspondents (IAFAC) on 
Monday. 

Kabul excluded 

Reacting to U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s decision to 
cancel the deal with the Tali¬ 
ban that was reportedly in 
its final stages, Mr. Chegeni 
said the main problem with 
the deal being negotiated 
between U.S. special envoy 
Zalmay Khalilzad and Tali¬ 
ban representatives in Doha 
was that Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani’s government 
was not at the table for the 
talks. 

Iran was invited to region¬ 
al talks on the Afghanistan 
peace process in Beijing, at¬ 
tended by China, Russia, 
U.S. and Pakistan, but had 
declined to attend because 
the Ghani government was 


not represented. 

India has yet to formally 
respond to the dramatic 
turn of events, which led to 
the U.S. cancelling a planned 
meeting with Taliban lead¬ 
ers and with Afghan Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani at ‘Camp 
David’ over the weekend to 
announce a peace deal. Offi¬ 
cials said they would prefer 
to take a cautious approach, 
in the event Washington 
tried to salvage talks with 
the Taliban again. 

Revival possible 

“I don’t think the deal has 
been completely jettisoned 
yet,” said former Ambassa¬ 
dor to Afghanistan Amar 
Sinha, who is now a member 
of the National Security Ad¬ 
visory Board, and represent¬ 
ed India in a “non-official ca¬ 
pacity” at the Moscow talks 
with the Taliban. 

“I think India should be 
happy that Afghanistan has 
been saved from being 
thrown under a bus for the 
moment. The deal would 
have put a question mark ov¬ 
er everything from the go¬ 
vernment and constitution 


to the election process in Af¬ 
ghanistan,” Mr. Sinha said, 
referring to the Presidential 
elections in Afghanistan due 
on September 28. 

It was clear, however that 
the two biggest losers from 
the development were Pa¬ 
kistan, that controlled va¬ 
rious Taliban leaders, as well 
as Mr. Khalilzad, who had 
spent the last year preparing 
the deal, Mr. Sinha said. 

Former diplomat Rajiv 
Dogra warned that the talks 
had only been put on 
“pause” and not cancelled 
as yet. 

He said the main sticking 
point for the Taliban con¬ 
trolled by the Pakistani mili¬ 
tary, had become the U.S. 
desire to maintain intelli¬ 
gence operatives and a 
5,000-strong contingent of 
troops in Afghanistan, 
which would have weakened 
the Pakistani military’s grip 
in a post-deal Afghanistan. 

Former Special Envoy to 
the United Nations Chin- 
maya Garekhan said the 
“mindless acts of violence” 
perpetrated by the Taliban 
were the final straw. 


Kremlin suffers losses 
in Moscow city vote 

It follows a crackdown on protesters 


North Korea willing to resume 
talks with U.S. in late September 

Overture comes after Pompeo said he wanted talks resumed 


China backs our stand, 
says Pakistan Army chief 

Islamabad backs Beijing’s core interests 



Hong Kong activist on 
way to Germany, U.S. 


HONG KONG 

Hong Kong democracy 
activist Joshua Wong said he 
was making his way to 
Germany on Monday and 
later to the U.S after he was 
released from a brief spell in 
custody following a mistake 
in his bail conditions, afp 

British Airways grounds 
flights over pilots* stir 

LONDON 

British Airways said on 
Monday it has been forced to 
cancel almost all its flights 
from U.K. airports on the first 
day of a strike by pilots. 

"After many months of trying 
to resolve the pay dispute, we 
are extremely sorry that it has 
come to this," BA said in a 
statement, afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MOSCOW 

Pro-Kremlin candidates suf¬ 
fered major losses in a Mos¬ 
cow city election, results 
showed on Monday, follow¬ 
ing a police crackdown on 
anti-government protests- 
ers over the summer. 

But President Vladimir 
Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov played down the 
losses, pointing to other re¬ 
gional elections on Sunday, 
in which the ruling party 
was “very successful”. 

Demonstrations broke 
out in the capital after top 
opposition figures were 
barred from standing in the 
city vote, but they widened 
in scope after a harsh res¬ 
ponse from authorities. 

Kremlin-backed candi¬ 
dates previously held 38 of 



Alexei Navalny 


the Moscow Assembly’s 45 
seats, but after voting that 
was down to 25. 

Opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny, who called the 
protests after his allies were 
kept off the ballot paper, put 
the losses down to his 
“Smart Voting” plan. The 
campaign called on Musco¬ 
vites to back the politician 
most likely to beat a pro- 
Kremlin candidate. 


REUT ERS 

SEOUL 

North Korea is willing to res¬ 
tart talks with the U.S. in late 
September over its nuclear 
programme, a senior North 
Korean diplomat said on 
Monday, following a pro¬ 
tracted deadlock since a 
failed summit in February. 

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un had set a year-end 
deadline in April for the U.S. 
to show more flexibility and 
agreed with U.S. President 
Donald Trump to reopen 
working-level talks when 
they met again in June, but 
that has not happened. 

The latest overture came 
from Vice North Korean Fo¬ 
reign Minister Choe Son-hui, 
who said Pyongyang was 



Kim Jong-un 


willing to have ’’comprehen¬ 
sive discussions” with the 
U.S. in late September at a 
time and place agreed bet¬ 
ween both sides. 

On Sunday, U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo said 
he hoped to return to denu¬ 
clearisation talks with North 


Korea. But Ms. Choe high¬ 
lighted that Washington 
should present a new ap¬ 
proach or the talks could fall 
apart again. 

“I want to believe that the 
U.S. side would come out 
with an alternative based on 
a calculation method that 
serves both sides’ interests 
and is acceptable to us,” Ms. 
Choe said in a statement. “If 
the U.S. side toys with an old 
scenario that has nothing to 
do with the new method at 
working-level talks which 
would be held after difficul¬ 
ties, a deal between the two 
sides may come to an end.” 

Negotiations broke down 
at a meeting between Mr. 
Trump and Mr. Kim in Fe¬ 
bruary. 


ATUL ANEJA 

BEIJING 

China and Pakistan appear 
to have addressed their 
“core” concerns over Xin¬ 
jiang and Kashmir during 
the visit of Chinese Foreign 
Minister and State Council¬ 
lor Wang Yi to Islamabad. 

During a meeting with Pa¬ 
kistan’s Army chief, Qamar 
Javed Bajwa on Sunday, Mr. 
Wang pledged support for 
Pakistan’s “sovereignty, dig¬ 
nity and territorial integri¬ 
ty,” in a veiled message of 
reassurance to Pakistan, 
which apprehends further 
changes in the status quo af¬ 
ter India revoked special sta¬ 
tus of Jammu and Kashmir 
on August 5. 

Mr. Wang also said that 
Beijing will “firmly support 
the Pakistani government in 


achieving national stability 
and development and pros¬ 
perity; and firmly support 
Pakistan to play a more con¬ 
structive role in regional in¬ 
ternational affairs,” a Chi¬ 
nese Foreign Ministry read 
out on the Wang-Bajwa 
meeting said. 

The statement quoted 
General Bajwa, as saying 
that Pakistan “will continue 
to support China on issues 
involving China's core inter¬ 
ests”. 

Analysts see this as an ap¬ 
parent message of support 
in Xinjiang, where Beijing 
has exercised zero tolerance 
to Uyghur Muslims, who are 
demanding a separate state¬ 
hood. Radical Uyghur sepa¬ 
ratists are suspected to have 
links with the Tehreek-i-Tali- 
ban Pakistan. 
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■ ACROSS 

1 Little one starts to marinade 
Indian chutney dressing (7) 

5 "Mark's 1% Soft Feni" and gin 
cocktail without ice, to start 
with (7) 

9 Quiet crossword setter invites 

Avtaar with son, mom, 
stepmom etc (7) 

10 Hold back burden (7) 



11 Make standard design of mails 
after adding one major tip at 
the end (9) 

12 Guru was playing with ex-IPL 
champions initially (5) 

13 Well, love's unconditional! (5) 
15 Third degree murder, 

ultimately covered by 
cadet...too gruesome (9) 

17 Servant, wielding rifle, 
frustrated burglary (9) 

19 Joined hands with 

revolutionary followers of the 
Iraqi forces and got killed in 
the end (5) 

22 Uncontrollable lament over 
own goal (5) 

23 Pan-fried flounder with a pinch 
of wasabi is awesome (9) 

25 Cave in the central part of 
Simla with dope is afire (7) 

26 Loyal European working with 
Universal Studios is fired (7) 

27 Remake of Ant Man is touching 
(7) 

28 Nobel Peace laureate crossed 
country for headgear(7) 

■ DOWN 

1 Guys trapped in women's 

movement, ignoring final 
reminder (7) 

2 In these devices, Americans are 

shot(7) 



3 Tongue of rat is yellowish 

amber on top (5) 

4 Raj started with this company 

(4,5) 

5 By its very nature, badger's 

not endearing (3,2) 

6 Emissions going up in cities, 

no? I suffer! (9) 

7 Flipping a second time, rodent 

almost falls (7) 

8 Guy pursued by jailers 

chucking vessels is not a Jew 
(7) 

14 Girl, slightly drunk, enters 
shop to unload goods (9) 

16 Uncle packed hollowed nuts 
and made a good amount of 
money (7,2) 

17 Tough priests don't give up 
(7) 

18 Member's password is 
"Turner" (3,4) 

20 Suspend one of vicar's 
followers breaking into port 
(7) 

21 Gambian capital manufactured 
ultimate in brewed masala 
lassi (7) 

23 Forcefully take wife on 
holiday (5) 

24 Alien terrorists seize access 
(5) 
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FAITH 

Principal preceptor 

Azhagiya Manavala Perumal Nayanar wrote a work, Acharya 
Hridayam, extolling Nammazhvar, said Kidambi Narayanan, 
in a discourse. Acharya Hridayam likens Nammazhvar to the 
Sun. When the Sun rises and spreads its light, we begin to 
see things around us clearly, and we can distinguish bet¬ 
ween what we need and what we do not need. Likewise, 
Nammazhvar helps us to distinguish between right and 
wrong; he gives us knowledge about the Supreme One. Ho¬ 
wever, it is the Supreme One Himself who is said to be like 
the Sun. Rama is referred to as Rama Divakara and Krishna 
as Achyutha Bhanu. The Lord took avataras to get rid of our 
ajnana. If a child runs away from mother, she gives chase, to 
ensure that no harm befalls it. In the same way, because we 
move away from the right path, the Lord takes avataras, out 
of His compassion for us, and steers us towards Him. And of 
His many avataras, Rama and Krishna are considered the 
most complete avataras. And yet even among those privi¬ 
leged to live in the time of these avataras, and who were 
blessed to interact with them, many were caught in ajnana. 
Soorpanakha, Ravana, Indrajit, and even Dasaratha were 
such people. After the Kurukshetra war, Arjuna boasts to a 
group of hunters that he has just won a mega war, and so, 
defeating them is child’s play. But, Arjuna loses to the hun¬ 
ters. Vyasa tells him that he won the Kurukshetra war, be¬ 
cause Krishna was with him. He has lost now, because Krish¬ 
na is not beside him. So, despite the Lord’s advice, Arjuna 
did not realise that it was Krishna who had led him to victo¬ 
ry. But Nammazhvar succeeded in achieving what even Ra¬ 
ma and Krishna did not, by turning us towards God, and 
thus, he became principal preceptor to all. That is why 
Acharya Hridayam refers him as Vakula Bhushana Bhaskara. 
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MARKET WATCH 


09-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 37,145 0.44 

US Dollar 71.71 0.01 

Gold 39,225 -0.75 

Brent oil 62.74 3.53 


1 NIFTY 50 1 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

. 369.55 

.3.80 

Asian Paints. 

...1540.60.. 

.8.20 

Axis Bank. 

.671.55 

.0.45 

Bajaj Auto. 

2817.80 

....-21.55 

Bajaj Finserv 

7323.95 

148.05 

Bajaj Finance 

3437.35 

64.35 

Bharti Airtel 

356.45 

7.20 

BPCL 

382.00 

3.00 

Britannia Ind 

2682.70 

14.70 

Cipla 

475.00 

0.10 

Coal India 

199.35 

0.75 

Dr Reddys Lab 

2749.20 

9.25 

Eicher Motors 

16206.75 

-200.50 

GAIL (India) 

132.15 

0.80 

Grasim Ind 

705.75 

2.05 

HCL Tech 

1084.40 

-16.00 

HDFC 

2064.25 

22.80 

HDFC Bank 

2249.60 

3.70 

Hero MotoCorp 

2691.60 

31.65 

Hindalco 

189.25 

0.85 

Hind Unilever 

1834.05 

14.90 

Indiabulls HFL 

424.60 

-1.10 

ICICI Bank 

395.45 

4.10 

Induslnd Bank 

1335.00 

3.90 

Bharti Infratel 

252.95 

2.60 

Infosys 

829.10 

-11.05 

Indian OilCorp 

126.65 

-0.30 

ITC 

245.50 

1.60 

JSW Steel 

219.50 

1.55 

Kotak Bank 

1471.30 

29.75 

L&T 

1357.00 

28.35 

M&M 

532.55 

3.05 

Maruti Suzuki 

6335.50 

148.55 

NTPC 

126.35 

-0.65 

ONGC 

129.40 

1.45 

PowerGrid Corp 

202.90 

-0.60 

Reliance Ind 

1222.20 

-0.30 

State Bank 

278.00 

4.05 

Sun Pharma 

428.80 

3.70 

Tata Motors 

121.90 

0.65 

Tata Steel 

353.80 

-1.60 

TCS 

2182.85 

-14.65 

Tech Mahindra 

712.90 

-8.85 

Titan 

1088.35 

19.65 

UltraTech Cement 

3905.60 

-1.95 

UPL 

587.45 

19.50 

Vedanta 

141.25 

-0.55 

Wipro. 

255.60 

.3.60 

YES Bank. 

.63.10 

.2.70 

Zee Entertainment. 

362.95 

. 1.70 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 

except yen at 4 p.m. 

on September 09 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

...71.50 

.71.82 

Euro. 

.78.89 

.79.24 

British Pound. 

88.39 

88.79 

Japanese Yen (100) 

66.86 

67.16 

Chinese Yuan 

10.03 

10.08 

Swiss Franc 

72.23 

72.56 

Singapore Dollar 

51.84 

52.07 

Canadian Dollar 

54.34 

54.59 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

17.11 

17.23 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 09 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg).51.3.(51.3) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3659.(3658) 


Mutual fund SIPs dip in August 


Total assets rise, aided by strong flows into liquid schemes 


Steady stream 


Net flows (f cr.) 

Category 

July 

August 

Open-ended Schemes 

Income/Debt 

61,845.54 

91,126.76 

Growth/Equity 

8,112.52 

9,152.43 

Hybrid 

7,393.21 

4,946.57 

Solution Oriented 

154.98 

143.81 

Others 

12,620.87 

(1,184.38) 

Close-ended Schemes 

Income/Debt 


(1,495.23) 

Growth/Equity 

(20.69) 

(62.39) 

Interval schemes 

(168.95) 

(89.33) 

Total AUM 

24,53,626.38 

25,47,593.76 


Source: AMFI 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Mutual fund assets regis¬ 
tered a rise in the month of 
August, largely aided by 
strong flows in liquid 
schemes even as retail flows 
remained flat and that of sys¬ 
tematic investment plans 
(SIPs) witnessed a marginal 
dip. 

According to the Associa¬ 
tion of Mutual Funds in India 
(AMFI), the total assets un¬ 
der management (AUM) of 
the mutual fund industry 
was pegged at ^2.81 lakh 
crore, marginally higher 
than July’s Z2.78 lakh crore. 

Among the different cate¬ 
gories of funds, liquid funds 
registered the highest quan¬ 
tum of inflows at nearly 
^79,500 crore, while the ov¬ 
erall debt/income category 
saw net inflows of nearly 
^91,127 crore, higher than 


the previous month’s flows 
of?61,845.54 crore. 

Equity funds also wit¬ 
nessed a rise in terms of in¬ 
flows with August net flows 
pegged at 3:9,152.43 crore as 
against July’s 3:8,112.52 crore. 

“Retail investor interest in 
equity mutual funds, for the 


fourth time in succession, 
continues to be steady, dis¬ 
playing maturity, despite un¬ 
certain economic and vola¬ 
tile market situation,” said 
N.S. Venkatesh, CEO, AMFI. 

Flows through SIPs, ho¬ 
wever, were pegged at 
^8,230.76 crore in August, 


lower than the previous 
month’s net flows of 
3:8,324.28 crore. Further, the 
SIP AUM, which largely in¬ 
cludes retail money, stood at 
3:2.71 lakh crore in August 
compared with July’s nearly 
3:2.69 lakh crore. 

Figures for retail AUM 
came in at 310.71 lakh crore 
in August, almost unchanged 
compared to the previous 
month’s 310.70 lakh crore. 

The total number of folios 
rose to 8.54 crore in August, 
from July’s 8.48 crore. The 
folio count has risen 11% 
from a year earlier. 

On the outlook for Sep¬ 
tember, Mr. Venkatesh said 
that while liquid funds might 
see little volatility due to 
quarter-end phenomenon, 
other categories of funds 
should see a positive trend 
with SIP numbers also ex¬ 
pected to be robust. 


ATT announces production holidays 

Close to signing pact with management for 5.42% bonus, say unions 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Commercial vehicle major 
Asholc Leyland has declared 
production holidays at its va¬ 
rious plants for September 
due to continuing weak de¬ 
mand for its products. Mean¬ 
while, the unions claimed 
that they were close to sign¬ 
ing an agreement with the 
company’s management for 
payment of bonus of 5.42% 
of profit of 11,983 crore in 
FY19. 

In a communique sent to 
stock exchanges on Monday, 
the company said there 
would be 16 non-working 
days at its Ennore plant and 
five non-working days at the 
Hosur plants. 

There will be 18 non-work¬ 
ing days at the Pantnagar 
plant and 10 days each at the 



Alwar and Bhandara plants 
during the month, the com¬ 
pany said. 

This is the second straight 
month the flagship company 
of the Hinduja Group is de¬ 
claring production holidays 
at its plants. In August, it had 
declared holidays for 10 days 
at its Ennore plant. 

Ashok Leyland reported a 
70% decline in domestic 


sales of medium and heavy 
commercial vehicles to 
3,336 units in August 2019, 
from 11,135 units in the com¬ 
parable period last year. 

Total vehicles sales - 
domestic and exports - were 
down 47% to 9,231 units this 
August, from 17,386 units in 
August 2018. 

‘Weak freight rates’ 

“Medium and Heavy Com¬ 
mercial vehicles industry 
continued to remain under 
pressure due to weak freight 
rates, liquidity constraints 
and the economic down¬ 
turn,” according to recent re¬ 
port by research firm Kotalc 
Institutional Equities. 

The company would be 
paying about 3107 crore in 
bonuses, if the agreement 
comes through. The unions 


were demanding bonus pay¬ 
ment of 10% and have now 
settled for 5.42%. “We have 
settled for 5.42%, due to the 
current slowdown. Other¬ 
wise, we would have gone up 
to 7%,” said a member of a 
union who did not wished to 
be named. 

The bonus agreement will 
see the company’s 6,146 em¬ 
ployees getting bonus totall¬ 
ing 31.75 lakh per employee. 

“We have reached an 
agreement with the manage¬ 
ment, which will see each of 
Ashok Leyland’s 6,146 em¬ 
ployees across the compa¬ 
ny’s eight plants getting a bo¬ 
nus totalling H.75 lakh per 
employee,” said a union 
member. When contacted, a 
company spokesperson said 
that the agreement had not 
been signed yet. 


Evereadysays 
no decision on 
asset sale; 
shares drop 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Eveready Industries India 
Ltd., (EIIL) the flagship 
company of the B.M. Khai- 
tan family-controlled Wil¬ 
liamson Magor Group, said 
in a regulatory filing that 
no definite decision had 
been taken on any strategic 
option with regard to sale 
of assets. 

Responding to stock ex¬ 
changes seeking a clarifica¬ 
tion on a report citing glo¬ 
bal major Duracell 
evincing interest in Everea- 
dy’s assets, the company 
said on Monday that as 
part of its business strate¬ 
gy, various strategic op¬ 
tions, joint ventures and 
commercial arrangements 
involving the company 
were evaluated and 
considered. 

“However, as of this 
time, no definite decision 
around any such possible 
option(s) has been made 
by the company,” it said. 
EIIL shares were volatile 
during the day, closing 5% 
lower. EIIL, like two other 
group companies, has also 
been facing debt-servicing 
pressure with a worsened 
debt-equity ratio in 
2018-19. 

‘Flat sales’ 

Best known for its battery 
business which accounts 
for half of its revenues, fol¬ 
lowed by flashlights, it has, 
over the years, diversified 
into LED lights, small 
home appliances and con¬ 
fectionery. It closed 2018- 
19 with flat sales and lower 
profit. 

EIIL has mandated Ko- 
tak Mahindra Bank to scout 
for either a strategic or a fi¬ 
nancial partner. The com¬ 
pany was seeking a valua¬ 
tion of about ^4,000 crore, 
it is learnt. 


Tribunal quashes 
SEBI order against 
Price Waterhouse 

Regulator couldn’t establish fraud: SAT 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Securities Appellate Tri¬ 
bunal (SAT) has quashed the 
capital markets regulator’s 
order that barred Price Wa¬ 
terhouse (PW) from auditing 
listed entities for two years 
for its alleged role in the 
fraud committed at the erst¬ 
while Satyam Computer 
Services. 

In January 2018, the Se¬ 
curities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) barred 
PW for two years, while di¬ 
recting the audit firm to dis¬ 
gorge 313.09 crore along 
with 12% interest per annum 
since January 2009. 

“The direction to debar 
the auditor from auditing 
the books of a listed compa¬ 
ny is neither remedial nor 
preventive. In fact, the di¬ 
rection is clearly punitive 
and violative of Article 19(1) 
(g) of the Constitution of In¬ 
dia as it takes away the fun¬ 
damental right to carry on 
its business,” the 125-page 
order by SAT said. 

More importantly, the tri¬ 
bunal highlighted the juris¬ 
diction issue while observ¬ 
ing that there was no need 
for SEBI to act against the 
auditor after the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of 
India (ICAI) initiated pro¬ 
ceedings and even can¬ 
celled the registration of the 
auditing firm. 

“We may further point 
out that ICAI had initiated 
proceedings against the 
auditors under the CA Act 
and cancelled their licence 
to practice as CA. Once their 
licence has been cancelled, 
there was no need for SEBI 
to issue an order of debar¬ 
ment,” it added. 

The tribunal further said 
that the capital markets 



watchdog acted against PW 
even though it was not able 
to establish any fraud or 
connivance on the part of 
the auditing firm or its 
partners. 

“There is not even a 
whisper of a finding in the 
impugned order... about 
any connivance or collusion 
or intention or knowledge 
on their part... No evidence 
of any misconduct of any 
kind has surfaced with re¬ 
gard to any member of the 
engagement team,” it said. 

“SAT has held that there 
is no shred of evidence to 
show that Price Waterhouse 
had fabricated or falsified or 
fudged the books of account 
of Satyam in collusion with 
its top management,” said 
Sumit Agrawal, founder, 
Regstreet Law Advisors and 
a former SEBI law officer. 

“This judgment is likely 
to have impact on cases 
where an intermediary is 
charged for not doing its 
‘due diligence’ or the cases 
where SEBI routinely ques¬ 
tions the accounting and 
fundamentals of companies 
and directs forensic audit in 
its discretion. Threshold of 
proof for charging a person 
for fraud is at the root of 
controversy,” he added. 

The tribunal has, howev¬ 
er, upheld the disgorgement 
order that was passed 
against Price Waterhouse. 



Cipla chairman becomes 
Fellow of Royal Society 

CHENNAI 

Yusuf Hamied, chairman, 
Cipla, was recently elected 
honorary Fellow of the Royal 
Society for his service to the 
cause of science. Prior to the 
admissions ceremony last 
week, Dr. Hamied had 
delivered a speech on 
'Chemistry in the service of 
humanity'. "Today, this 
recognition from the Royal 
Society is the fulfilment of 
my life's mission," he said. A 
total of 51 new Fellows and 
10 foreign members were 
elected to the Society in 
2019, said a statement. 

Union Bank board okays 
merger proposal 

NEW DELHI 

Union Bank of India on 
Monday said its board of 
directors had approved the 
merger of Andhra Bank and 
Corporation Bank with itself 
and given its nod for a capital 
infusion of 317,200 crore, of 
which up to 313,000 crore 
would be through equity 
capital and up to 34-,200 
crore would be through 
additional tier I/ll bonds, in 
the current fiscal. The 
decision was taken at the 
meeting of the board of 
directors held on Monday, 
the bank said in a filing, pti 

Air Asia India could have 
done better: ICICI Sec. 

MUMBAI 

Air Asia India may have 
significantly cut its losses in 
the April-June quarter to 
315.1 crore from ?61.82 crore 
in the same period last year, 
but it could have done better 
considering the demand- 
supply mismatch after the 
complete grounding of Jet 
Airways, ICICI Securities Ltd. 
said. "Despite recording 
positive EBITDA, the firm has 
posted a loss of 315.1 crore in 
Q2CY19. This is after a record 
?680-crore loss in FY19," 
Ansuman Deb, research 
analyst, ICICI Securities said. 




McLeod Russel appoints SBI Caps 
to prepare debt recast proposal 

Lending to McNally Bharat a mistake, says Aditya Khaitan 


Registration of steel and iron imports, a must + 

‘Import-export data will help solve issue of over-invoicing and under-invoicing’ 



When the iron is hot: The move will protect the domestic 
industry, says a Ministry official, -reuters 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

Bulk tea producer McLeod 
Russel India Ltd., has ap¬ 
pointed SBI Capital Markets 
for preparing a debt recast 
proposal, which would in¬ 
volve restructuring of inter¬ 
est rates and conversion of 
short-term loans to long¬ 
term ones, chairman and 
managing director Aditya 
Khaitan said. 

Earlier at the annual gen¬ 
eral meeting, he told share¬ 
holders that in hindsight, 
lending to group company 
McNally Bharat was a ‘mis¬ 
take’. MRIL’s total debt 
stands at 31,700 crore. In re¬ 
cent times, the company has 
been forced to sell its assets 
to reduce debt. 

A creditor has also moved 
the NCLT under the insol¬ 
vency Code. “Our appeal is 



now pending before the 
NCLT and we hope to re¬ 
solve matters,” he said. 

Talking to reporters after 
the meeting, he said that 
upon receipt of the SBI Caps 
report, the company would 
discuss with the banks to ob¬ 
tain their views. Sharehol¬ 
ders raised questions about 
MRIL’s debts and wanted to 
know the promoters’ com¬ 
mitment levels and the man¬ 


agement’s revival plans. Mr. 
Khaitan said that stagnant 
tea prices and oversupply 
conditions had worsened 
the company’s financials. He 
wanted the government to 
check the growth of the un¬ 
organised sector. Referring 
to loans to McNally Bharat 
Engineering, he said the 
promoters wanted to see if 
the firm, which was into exe¬ 
cution of infrastructure pro¬ 
jects, could be turned 
around as it was facing se¬ 
rious trouble. 

“In hindsight, it was a 
mistake and now lending 
has been stopped totally,” he 
said. With gardens in West 
Bengal and Assam, MRIL 
was the single largest bulk 
tea producer in India. Ho¬ 
wever, of late, its position 
has slid following the sale of 
a number of tea estates. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In a bid to clamp down on 
the dumping of iron and 
steel imports, and also the 
over-and under-invoicing of 
these products, the govern¬ 
ment has removed these 
items from the ‘free’ catego¬ 
ry and has made it mandato¬ 
ry for importers to apply in 
advance for a registration of 
their import. 

The new system will come 
into effect from November 1. 

This comes at a time when 
India has been at the receiv¬ 
ing end of large amounts of 
steel dumping due to the on¬ 
going trade war between the 
U.S. and China. 

According to a notification 
issued by the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade, 
the import of 284 item lines 
under the steel and iron ca¬ 
tegory has been re-designat- 
ed from ‘free’ to ‘free subject 
to compulsory registration 


under Steel Import Monitor¬ 
ing System’. 

This Steel Import Monitor¬ 
ing System (SIMS) will re¬ 
quire the importer to submit 
advance information on an 
online portal for the import 
of the items mentioned in 
the notification and obtain 
an automatic registration 
number. This number can be 


obtained by paying a mini¬ 
mum fee of Z500 and maxi¬ 
mum of 31 lakh, depending 
on the value of the imports. 

The importer can apply 
for registration not earlier 
than 60 days before and not 
later than 15 days before the 
expected date of arrival of 
the import, and the registra¬ 
tion number will remain va¬ 


lid for 75 days. “This import- 
export data will bring tran¬ 
sparency and will help solve 
the issue of over-invoicing 
and under-invoicing,” an offi¬ 
cial in the Ministry of Com¬ 
merce said. “It will also pro¬ 
tect the domestic industry 
and help in taking anti¬ 
dumping actions.” 

‘Imports shrank in FY17’ 

The Indian steel and alumini¬ 
um industries have raised 
concerns that the trade war 
between the U.S. and China 
was leading to the dumping 
of steel and aluminium pro¬ 
ducts in India that were ori¬ 
ginally meant for the other 
two countries. 

According to the data with 
the Ministry of Commerce, 
Indian imports of steel and 
iron had contracted 31% in 
2016-17, the financial year be¬ 
fore U.S. President Donald 
Trump imposed higher im¬ 
port duties on steel. 


H-Energy, KSPL ink pact 
for regasification project 

To develop terminal at Kakinada port 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Hiranandani Group energy 
arm H-Energy has signed a 
port service agreement 
(PSA) with Kakinada Sea¬ 
ports Limited (KSPL) to de¬ 
velop a liquified natural gas 
(LNG) regasification and re¬ 
loading terminal at Kakina¬ 
da port. 

KSPL has the concession 
for Kakinada Deep Water 
Port from the Government 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

“The PSA signed through 
H-Energy’s wholly owned 
subsidiary East Coast Con¬ 
cessions Private Ltd. (ECPL) 
will help the company to de¬ 
velop an LNG hub at the Ka¬ 
kinada Port catering to the 
needs of domestic custom¬ 
ers in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh and shall supply 
LNG through small LNG ves¬ 
sels to H-energy’s upcoming 



Kukrahati LNG terminal in 
the state of West Bengal and 
neighbouring countries like 
Bangladesh, Myanmar,” said 
a company statement. 

Commenting on the de¬ 
velopment, Mr. Darshan Hi¬ 
ranandani, CEO of H-Ener- 
gy, said “H-Energy is excited 
to partner with Kakinada 
Seaports for our East coast 
project. We believe that Ka¬ 
kinada with its existing 
breakwater and deep draft 
combined with its close 
proximity to various natural 
gas pipeline makes this an 
efficient and successful pro¬ 
ject for our customers, our 
partners, and ourselves.” 

The PSA, along with its 
associated agreements, en¬ 
visages a long-term associa¬ 
tion between the two organ¬ 
isations contributing 
towards India’s growth sto¬ 
ry* 



United Breweries to offer craft and variety beer 

Kingfisher maker studying market via ‘taste trials’ in Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

United Breweries Limited 
(UBL), the manufacturer of 
Kingfisher (KF) beer, said the 
company was building ca¬ 
pacities to widen the KF 
portfolio to play across pro¬ 
duct segments and price 
points within the country 
and abroad. 

To start with, UBL will 
launch four new in-house 
products under craft and va¬ 
riety beer categories, apart 
from introducing new pre¬ 
mium, niche international 
beer brands. The company 
will also invest in expanding 
production capacity and 
brand building. 

Gurpreet Singh, divisional 
vice-president - marketing, 
UBL, said: “We want to ex¬ 
pand our share in all pro¬ 
ducts segments and price ca¬ 
tegories. We will have at least 
four new craft and variety 
beer brands ready for launch 




Gurpreet Singh 


from the Kingfisher stable 
within a couple of months. 
We will also bring in more in¬ 
ternational beers to the In¬ 
dian market. All these are 
part of our efforts to build a 
wide range of portfolio un¬ 
der KF.” 

Mr. Singh said UBL is cur¬ 
rently studying the market 
for craft and variety beer in 
India through taste trials 
across Delhi, Bengaluru and 
Mumbai, where such bever¬ 



ages are becoming popular. 

“We are closely studying 
these segments. Apart from 
wheat beer, there are a few 
other varieties that are 
catching the fancy of cus¬ 
tomers. We want to cash in 
on this growing interest for 
such beer in the country,” he 
added. Craft and variety 
beer account for more than 
15% in matured beer markets 
like the U.S. Europe has been 
already witnessing a revolu¬ 
tion in these categories. 

‘Minuscule share’ 

“Currently, craft and variety 
have a minuscule share in 
the Indian beer market, 
which of course talks about 
how huge a headroom we 
have for these products in 
the country. The Indian ap¬ 
petite for such beer is only 
growing rapidly, thanks to 
urban influence and in¬ 
creased global travel. Our 
core audience wifi be young 


men across metros, while we 
also see a growing women 
population that is taking a 
liking to less bitter beers,” 
Mr. Singh stated. 

Commenting on market 
trends, he said the land¬ 
scape for beer in the country 
had changed drastically. 
Though the landscape had 
been changing since early 
2000, he said, the bulk of 
the change happened bet¬ 
ween 2008 and 2012. With 
this, hundreds of ‘local beer 
brands vanished’. 

“The industry has been 
reasonably buoyant in the 
last two years, until the ban 
on liquor sale along high¬ 
ways came up. But this even¬ 
tually gave way to another 
interesting trend and for¬ 
mat: an emergence of premi¬ 
um, family, walk-in liquor/ 
wine stores and beer outlets, 
mostly across metros and 
even tier-2 cities,” Mr. Singh 
added. 


L&T bags 
‘major’ project 
from CIDCO 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Larsen and Toubro (L&T) 
has secured a residential 
project from the City and 
Industrial Development 
Corporation of Maharash¬ 
tra Limited (CIDCO) to con¬ 
struct 23,432 dwelling un¬ 
its at various locations in 
Navi Mumbai. 

The order bagged by the 
‘Buildings & Factories’ bu¬ 
siness of L&T Construction 
did not provide the value 
of the contract, but said 
the order fell under the 
‘major’ category, which 
ranges between 3:5,000 
crore and ?7,000 crore, ac¬ 
cording to the classification 
of contracts. 

The building configura¬ 
tions vary from 13 to 20 sto¬ 
reys. L&T shares on the 
BSE rose 2.18% to close at 
31,357.35 in a firm Mumbai 
market on Monday. 


• • • 
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Agents and 

DEMONS 

Emraan Hashmi, Kirti Kulhari, 
and Vineet Kumar Singh on venturing into the digital 
space with Bard of Blood, ahead of its premiere 



Excommunicated and back in action 

When Emraan Hashmi launched The Bard of Blood in 
2015, little did he know that he would play the lead 
character, Kabir Anand, four years down the line in a 
web adaptation of the novel.. I met him two weeks after 
the Balakot air strike carried out by the Indian Air 
Force, and so asked him about the geo-political 
significance of the series. “Ours is completely fictional,” 
came the response from Emraan, adding, “You could 
say there’s some relevance here and there, but it has 
nothing to do with what’s happening around.” 

RAW agent Kabir Anand is excommunicated, and is 
forced to leave the agency following a military 
operation gone wrong in Balochistan. He ends up 
teaching English Literature in Mumbai before he is 
reassigned a ‘mission’, should he choose to accept. 
“Every character you play is somewhat an extension of 
your personality,” Emraan said, about internalising 
Kabir Anand, adding, “You have to bring in nuances 
and personality traits to your character from what’s 
written on paper.” 

Were alterations made to cater to Indian 
sensibilities? “Not just our audiences, but we are taking 
it to 190 countries. So we have to keep that dynamics 
in mind. Had it been in a film format, a lot would have 
been sliced out.” What sets Bard of Blood apart? “I 
have not seen too much content in that zone. But we 
have stuck to the book. That in itself is a great thing in 
terms of the world Bilal wanted to create. Our 
audience hasn’t seen something like this before,” he 
said, adding, “we have not abided by any stereotype in 
this,” said Emraan, “It’s very authentic and true to the 
milieu. We met Balochi people, interacted with them 
and watched videos as to how the place is projected in 
movies. So, we have done our bit.” 



SRIVATSAN S 


Author Bilal Siddiqi was 20 when he wrote his debut 
novel The Bard of Blood, when he was still too young to 
deal with themes of power and deceit. He took 
inspiration from his mentor, author S Hussain Zaidi, and 
toyed with the idea of constructing a world that is both 
visceral and graphic. The Bard of Blood, an 
unadulterated espionage thriller, attained commercial 
success and is now being adapted into a seven-episode 
web series, produced by Netflix in association with Shah 
Rukh Khan’s Red Chillies Entertainment. 

On a sultry day at Chokhani Haveli, Mandawa in 
Rajasthan, I caught up with actors Emraan Hashmi, Kirti 
Kulhari and Vineet Kumar Singh, who took some time 
off their shooting schedule to discuss Bard of Blood, its 
world and its politics. 


‘Jannat Mari is bound by love' 

Dressed in a dun-coloured salwar lcameez, Kirti 
Kulhari was the first to arrive. I greeted her with a 
casual “Hey, Kriti”, which touched a raw nerve. 
For she had to correct me not once but thrice. “It 
is Kee-rr-thee. It’s a ‘proper’ South Indian name. 1 
don’t know why you aren’t getting it right,” she 
laughed. Kirti hasn’t read Bard of Blood, and she 
had a reason not to. “When I came on board, my 
writers asked me to read the script. It had more 
details and was updated in that sense. My 
character wasn’t there in the book, so why should 
I read it anyway?” she said. Kirti is slowly moving 
away from her comfort zone to play characters 
“that provoke, stimulate and instigate you”, with 
Bard of Blood being a significant step in that 
direction. 

Excerpts from an interview: 


Your character was created just for the 
series. What was the brief you got from the 
director/writers, considering she is alien to 
this universe? 

©Jannat Mari is a Balochi girl. She’s a leader in 
her own right. She fights for a cause and I would 
say she’s bound and moved by love... that’s how I 
perceived her. And that emotion was important 
for me. At the same time, she’s not carried away 
by it. In a way, she is a great balance between 
head and heart. 



Would you say it was a difficult process 
understanding Jannat Mari, her 
background, and where she came from? 

• To a certain extent, yes. It’s never easy to find 
the character in your mind. But 
that’s also the fun part, right? Of 
course, there are always people 
to guide you in a certain 
direction with regards to 
dialect and personality. 
There will invariably be a 
moment where you 
think and feel like the 
character. That 
feeling is 
inexplicable. 


Rise of an underdog 

When Vineet Kumar Singh was a 
struggling actor, he never imagined 
that a day would arrive where his 
work would be seen in 190 countries. 
He signed Bard of Blood, his first 
venture in the online space, keeping 
that prospect in mind. Wearing an 
Afghani robe with a matching turban, 
Vineet sported a bushy beard, with 
kajal in his eyes - a makeover that 
makes him unrecognisable at first. 
And the disguise worked in his 
favour, for he plays Veer Singh, an 
undercover agent posted in 
Afghanistan. 

He is Indian at heart, but lives an 
Afghani life and survives among 
Taliban groups. “Opium is the main 
source of money for terrorist 
organisations. He [Veer Singh] tries to 
expose this, but nobody takes him 
seriously,” he said. There is a certain 
rawness that Vineet brings to his 
characters. He attributes this factor to 
his characters’ actions. 

“You need to understand the 
rhythm of the character in order to 
get into his mindset. While reading 
the script, it’s important to answer 
the ‘why’ part of my character. Veer, 
for instance, is volatile and 
spontaneous,” he said, adding that 
his character in Bard of Blood gets an 
arc of his own. 

Has he ever approached Veer 
Singh from a writer’s perspective, 
given that he’s also a sensible writer? 
“After Mulckabaaz, I must have read 
around 200 scripts. There’s some 
advantage in reading scripts. Beneath 
the paper, I see a person’s journey 
and worldview through it.” 


Bard of Blood premieres on Netflix on 
September 27. 



#DELHIMOVES 


Going the 

extra mile 


Your body and mind take you a 
long way in an endurance sport; 
strategy makes up for the rest 


SUNALINI MATHEW 

The Paris-Brest-Paris (PBP) a 
1,200 km cycling event, to be 
completed in 90 hours, is a 
test of many things: a rider’s 
ability to pace himself, his 
physical readiness, mental 
strength, and planning. Kar- 
thik Prakash, along with 
about 40 others from India, 
finished this year (official data 
is still awaited on numbers). 
To qualify, riders should have 
completed a Super Randon- 
neur brevet series (200 km, 
300 km, 400 km, and 600 km 
in a year). 

In 2014, Karthik took to bi¬ 
cycling after a friend from 
school, Amandeep Singh, got 
him on a bike. “He was doing 


60 km, when I was struggling 
to do 5,” says Karthik, who 
started with the aim of 
weight-loss. He soon felt the 
tug of competitiveness and 
joined the Delhi Cyclists club, 
an informal group of cycling 
enthusiasts that does rides 
both within and out of the ci¬ 
ty. After his first 200 km, from 
Delhi to Panipat and back, the 
club celebrated. “They en¬ 
courage you, and celebrate 
every small victory.” The 27- 
year-old began to dream of a 
‘big’ challenge the next year, 
first attempting the Race 
Across America (RAAM) qual¬ 
ifier and then the London- 
Edinburgh-London (LEL) - 

I, 400 km with an elevation of 

II, 128m. He didn’t complete 



' ITlllTrnTrnTIT^ 


Karthik Prakash, at the 
beginning of the race, in 

Paris ■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


the first, and though he man¬ 
aged the second, it wasn’t 
within the 117-hour cut-off 
time. In between, he partici¬ 
pated in Desert 500, from 
Jodhpur to Pokhran and back, 
with a podium finish. 

“But I learnt from both,” he 
says, of the sleep and nutri¬ 
tion-deprivation challenges, 
and tackling the weather and 
the incline. “For LEL I was 
better prepared physically. 


but for the PBP, I was more 
strategically prepared.” He 
cites the example of the time 
spent at time stations, where 
participants come to log in. 
“You can end up wasting an 
hour, if you decide to eat 
there or go to the loo.” In¬ 
stead, he carried enough nu¬ 
trition and was happy with 
food handed out to him by 
the residents of villages bet¬ 
ween the two cities. “I me¬ 


morised the layout of time 
stations, and did a visual 
recce of the event, because 
once you’re riding, you’re not 
mentally stable - you may be 
going without sleep for many 
hours.” He’d take a nap of two 
hours after every 400 km and 
power naps of 10-15 minutes 
at night. 

His other realisation from 
previous attempts was about 
equipment and riding gear. 


which he says are all-impor¬ 
tant in an ultra ride (anything 
over 200 km). “You need 
speed and comfort, both. 
You’re riding in 5°C, with 
headwinds and some sunny 
days, so you need to have a 
good windcheater, not heavy 
sweaters. Plus, you need a 
bike that reduces vibrations 
from the cobbled roads,” he 
says, adding that by the end of 
the event people have numb 
hands and feet - he just had 
mildly numb fingers. 

It’s apt that he’s ‘selling’ a 
good bike - Karthik is the 
area sales manager for Trek, 
the 43-year-old luxury cycle- 
maker that entered India in 
2017. 

To get his body in the zone, 
he did rides from Delhi to Dal- 
housie and back, and Delhi to 
Jammu and back, besides hill 
training rides on the Dehra 
Dun-Missourie stretch in the 
month preceding the event, 
so his muscles would pick up 
the cue. He went off sugar and 
oily food to bring down his 
weight. He also avoided caf¬ 
feine, so that when he used it 
during the event, it’d have a 
greater effect. 

His next goal: to finish the 
Alpi 4000 - cycling 4,000 km 
across different terrain, start¬ 
ing in Italy in 2021. And some 
day soon, the RAAM. 


PEOPLE 


Onam on a leaf 



Experience Onam with a handful of guests, at Marina 
Balakrishnan's Sadya dinner 


Marina Balakrishnan is a plant-based chef, certified from 
the Natural Gourmet Institute in New York. It makes sense 
then, that she's hosting the traditionally all-vegetarian 
Onam Sadya in Delhi. Her link with food though, goes 
back to times in Thalassery, North Kerala, where she went 
on holiday each year. There, she imbibed both the 
methods of cooking and the tradition associated with it. 
The state, where food has high cultural significance, she 
says laid her base. At 50, she began to consider a career in 
cooking, and after her NY course, went on to work with 
wellness chefs there. She then interned at GAA in 
Bangkok, doing a few pop-ups in Europe. The 55-year-old 
Mumbaikar, on what to expect from her Sadya dinner. 

What can we expect from your Onam Sadya, besides 
the 27 dishes? 

The Sadya is an experience, limited not just to the food, 
but also to the process of eating the warm, homey 
flavours off a banana leaf. It transports one to the lush 
environs of Kerala, while also being a comfortable and 
warm indulgence. 

Could you describe the concept of the meal? 

Sadya means banquet in Malayalam. It is a vegetarian 
feast prepared in large quantities for festivals and 
occasions like weddings. An Onam sadya holds great 
grandeur in any Malayali household, and is unique 
because it also signifies family bonding and festivity. It is 
a time when families visit each other, there is an 
abundance of food, and people buy new clothes and 
jewellery. 

Considering it's dinner and not lunch as per tradition, 
are there any tweaks? 

Since it's dinner, I have tweaked a bit on the techniques of 
cooking. For instance, I have avoided deep frying 
vegetables and have blanched and sauteed them instead, 
to keep a fair lightness to the meal. 

Everyone has a different style of cooking; how do we 
decide what’s authentic? 

I have kept the authenticity of the meal by using 
ingredients sourced from local farmers in Kerala. For 
instance, there is a copious amount of jaggery used in 
dishes like Payasam (a dessert) and Inji Pulli (a tamarind- 
date sauce). I have been using Marayoor jaggery. 

Marayoor is in the Idukki district of Kerala and is best 
known for its sugarcane cultivation. My family has been 
sourcing jaggery from Marayoor for years. It is unrefined 
and needs a bit of extra attention to melt the jaggery and 
sieve its impurities. The sweetness and texture of this is 
incomparable. Using clay pots and urulis for cooking is 
also an authentic Malayali tradition, which I have retained. 
Caara has been very supportive with sourcing local 
ingredients and produce. Further, these recipes have been 
passed down to me from my grandmother and other 
aunts, who in turn, learned these recipes from their 
elders. This too ensures authenticity, to some degree. 


At The Chefs Kitchen at Caara, 630, Lane number 3, Westend 
Marg, Saidullajab, Salcet; September 11, 8p.m. onwards, ?3,500; 
Contact: 8527294335 

SUNALINI MATHEW 


PRODUCTS 


A 


Mother wear 


Designer Rina Dhaka has launched a 
maternity wear line for expectant and 
new mothers in a collaboration with 
Apollo Cradle. The designs take into 
consideration functionality, fashion, and 
comfort, but are not restricted to knits. 
Pieces are everyday essentials: feeding 
tunics, feeding cloaks, and jackets, in 
soft fabrics, that are sustainable, 
organic, and breathable (Liva yarn, 
cotton, linen and khadi). Kimono 
sleeves, cowl necks and belting 
enhance shapes, while colours are 
classic: creams, baby pink and black 
and white. 

Available at Apollo Cradle centers across 
cities, f4,500 upward 


Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 



5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



Sitar and vocal 

As part of its Double Bill Music Concert, India 
International Centre will have two performances 
this evening. The first is a sitar recital by 
Harvinder Kumar Sharma, a disciple of Ustad 
Vilayat Khan. This will be followed by a 
Hindustani vocal recital by Riya Banerjee, a 
disciple of Arun Debnath. 
venue: C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, IIC 
TIME: 6 p.m. 



Onam feast 

Mahabelly Restaurant is offering a special Onam 
sadya lunch, which will have more than 22 
vegetarian dishes (from rice and side dishes to 
pickles and desserts). This unlimited feast, on 
until September 12th, is served on a plantain 
leaf, and will also include banana chips, 
pappadams, yoghurt curry, and coconut milk. 
venue: MA A-05, DLF Place Mall, Saket, 
time: 12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 



Kathak recital 

A disciple of Maya Rao, Chitra Venugopal, and 
Mysore B Nagaraj, Akshatha M Amin will perform 
a solo Kathak recital called Shyam ke Naam- Ek 
Shaam,this evening. The presentation, 
elaborating different Gharanas of the form, will 
be performed to the compositions of Maharaj 
Bindadin and Sri Jayadeva. 
venue: The Stein Auditorium, IHC 
TIME: 7 p.m. 



EXHIBITION 


Group art 

Arushi Arts Gallery is hosting 19th edition of 
their annual group art show, Harvest. Curated by 
art-critic Suneet Chopra, the exhibit will have 
contemporary and modern art collections of 
work by artists including Jamini Roy, T. 
Vaikuntam, F.N. Souza, M.F. Husain, S.H. Raza, 
Ram Kumar, and Satish Gujral. 
venue: The Stainless Gallery, 4, Mathura Road 
time: 11:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 



Jazz 


The Czech Embassy and the Embassy of Austria 
in New Delhi are jointly organising a concert by 
the Czech-Austrian band, Purple is the Colour. 
They are a quartet, with Simon Raab on the 
piano, Stepan Flagar on the saxophone, Martin 
Kocian on the bass, and Michat Wierzgon on the 
drums, which plays Middle-European music. 
venue: Czech Embassy, Chanakyapuri 
time: 7 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 
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Are we going 





PRAVEEN SUDEVAN 

A research study published six years 
ago by two Oxford academics, Carl Be- 
nedikt Frey and Michael Osborne, 
seemed to reinforce this ominous pred¬ 
iction about the global economy: Ro¬ 
bots are going to take over our jobs. It 
warned that “about 47% of total US em¬ 
ployment is at risk” due to computerisa¬ 
tion. Carl, this year, expanded the idea 
of the study in a book, which is porten¬ 
tously titled. The Technology Trap: Cap¬ 
ital , Labor ; and Power in the Age of Au¬ 
tomation. 

Contrary to what it seems, Carl, a ge¬ 
nial Swedish-German economic histor¬ 
ian, is neither a doomsday prophesier 
of technology nor a closet Luddite. He 
appreciates the long-term benefits of au¬ 
tomation, and acknowledges the help of 
algorithms in his research. He says that 
the 47% from the research paper is mis¬ 
understood by many. He explains that 
the paper merely examines the possibil¬ 
ity of automation and doesn’t guarantee 
its outcome. We met him during his visit 
to India, to discuss the rise of robots and 
future job markets, among other things. 
Excerpts from the interview: 

Can automation - and the 
resultant job loss - lead to social 
upheaval in a developing economy 
like India, which already has a 
large section unemployed people? 

• If you look at the industrial revolution 
in Britain, for example, industrialisa¬ 
tion caused a social upheaval, right? Pe¬ 
ople petitioned the Parliament to block 
the introduction of new technologies, 
and they clashed with the British Army 
on several occasions. But I think the 
problem in India is that the manufactur¬ 
ing sector has failed to modernise. So 
it’s become uncompetitive, which is 
even worse than having robots taking 
over jobs, because it means that instead 
of having some part of production being 
automated, you are essentially losing all 
of it. It’s also one of the reasons why au¬ 
tomation was allowed to progress in the 
United States. The labour unions under¬ 
stood that if production isn’t automat¬ 
ed, it may move abroad. 

How should governments prepare 
to deal with disruptions due to 
automation? 

• I don’t think there’s a single policy 



Oxford economic 
historian Carl Benedikt 
Frey believes 
technology is neither 
the solution to 
everything, nor a 
dystopian nightmare 

that can solve the situation. One part is 
managing the transition from the rural 
countryside to big cities. One thing we 
know about these new industries is that 
they tend to be highly clustered in cities 
like Bengaluru. And I think that process 
is only going to continue, and there’s a 
sense that the countryside is being left 
behind. So, I think that you need to in¬ 
vest a lot in education and schooling, to 
make sure that people in the country¬ 
side have an opportunity to take on jobs 
that are emerging in the cities. You may 
have to incentivise people to actually 
move to the cities and help them finan¬ 
cially in relocation. You need to invest a 
lot in public infrastructure and make 
sure that people can feasibly commute 
to work from the countryside. There al¬ 
so needs to be some form of reliable so¬ 
cial security for people that are left 
behind. 

An opinion poll by the Pew 
Research Center in 2017 found that 
85% of US respondents favoured 
policies to restrict the rise of the 
robots. Rut do you think their rise 
is inevitable? 

• No, I don’t think so and history proves 
that. For millennia, growth was slow 
and stagnant because most people re¬ 
sisted technological change. There’s al¬ 
ways been a lot of groups that don’t 
have an interest in new technologies be¬ 




ing adopted - that can sometimes be 
workers and even the governments 
themselves. For example, one of the 
reasons you don’t have any railroads in 
Argentina is because the lorry union 
there is extremely strong, and they 
wouldn’t benefit from the railroads. 

What are some of the major jobs 
that could become redundant? 

• There are very few industries that are 
unexposed to automation. But the main 
industries that we think are very likely 
to see significant job displacement are 
transportation, logistics, loaded duty 
autonomous vehicles, and warehouses. 
And production is going to continue to 
be more automated. And we’re also see¬ 
ing it quite significantly in the retail 
sector. 

What kind of jobs will today’s 
children be doing in the next 25 
years or so? 

• We need to be humble about predict¬ 
ing the job market of the future. If you 
go back to the 1900s and ask someone, 
‘What do you think your grandchildren 
are going to be?’, they wouldn’t have 
said software engineers or hot yoga in¬ 
structors or travel agents. I think jobs in¬ 
volving creative skills and complex so¬ 
cial interactions are going to be 
increasingly important. Also, it’s be¬ 
come a cliche now: data is going to be 
the new oil. So, if you want to work with 
new technologies, then knowing stats 
and machine learning will be helpful. 


IS YOUR JOB SAFE FROM 
AUTOMATION? 

HIGH RISK (ABOVE 90%): 
Telemarketers, data entry keyers, 
tellers, sports referees, tour guides 
and more 

MEDIUM RISK (45-55%): Dental 
assistants, medical appliance 
technicians, commercial pilots, 
massage therapists, fire inspectors 
and more 

LOW RISK (BELOW 10%): Mental 
health counsellors, physicians and 
surgeons, preschool teachers, 
anthropologists and archaeologists 
and more 

* Source: The Future of 
Employment (2013) 


periods of time is very hard. In western 
economies, if you go back to the ‘60s 
and ‘70s, you see that high-income vo¬ 
ters tend to vote for the right and low-in- 
come, working-class voters tend to vote 
for the left. 

In the beginning of the ‘80s, you see a 
shift, wherein the highly educated vo¬ 
ters tend to opt for the political left, 
whereas high-income voters continue to 
support the right. And, that has left the 
working class politically disenfran¬ 
chised. And, that is the anger that the 
populists are tapping into effectively. I 
think the political outcomes over the 
next few years, or even decades, will de¬ 
pend on whether the liberal parties can 
provide credible solutions for the chal¬ 
lenges posed by automation. 


What kind of political changes do 
you expect to happen, globally? 

• Predicting political trends over longer 


Can you also talk about some of 
the new jobs that will be created 
due to automation? 

• We are already seeing some new 
jobs emerging, like big-data architects, 
cloud service specialists, Android deve¬ 
lopers and more. There are jobs like 
Zumba instructors, beachbody coach¬ 
es. Also, some jobs that have existed for 
a while - like sommeliers - are back in 
vogue now. Because as we grow richer, 
we demand more services. 


Crystal gazer Oxford economic historian 
Carl Benedikt Frey makes some 
fascinating predictions about the job 
market ■sampath kumar gp 


Do you think technology can help 
the environmental issues we are 
facing now? 

• Yes, technology can be a part of the 
solution. It’s true that new industries 
are less carbon-intensive than the 
smokestack industries of the past. De¬ 
materialisation has certainly been a 
plus to the environment. We need to 
shift towards renewable energy. We 
may even need to think about 
geo-engineering. 

You’d said in an interview that our 
debates on technology haven’t 
progressed much since the early 
18th century. What are the 
questions we should be asking? 

• I think it’s more about asking if techn¬ 
ological progress is welfare-improving 
or not? It makes society richer, but does 
it make everybody better off? 

If significant groups in the labour 
market lose out, they can potentially 
opt against it. Therefore, we need poli¬ 
cies in place to manage the short-term 
effects. And, there’s always been this ve¬ 
ry polarised debate where it’s either 
‘technology is wonderful; it’s the solu¬ 
tion to everything’ or ‘it’s dystopia’. 
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rotary to reciprocating 
motion (4-3-6) 

3 Commonly 
designated (2-6) 

4 Horse or donkey, 
perhaps(6) 

5 Arranged neatly (4) 

6 Portable boat engine 
(8,5) 

7 Ceramic ware (7) 

12 Down in the mouth 
(8) 

13 Clever device to 
attract attention (7) 

15 Take over by force 
( 6 ) 

18 Someone who 
objects to something 
being sited in their 
own locality (5) 

19 South American 
country (4) 

Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 


■ Across 

I Chinese delicacy 
(5,4,4) 

8 Raincoat (3) 

9 Seizure of the levers 
of power (4,5) 

10 Animal in its 
second 12 months (8) 

II Coagulated blood 
from a wound (4) 

13 Useful device (6) 

14 In the vicinity (6) 


16 Female domestic 
servant (4) 

17 Male official with a 
flag (8) 

20 Moving from place to 
place (9) 

21 Male feline (3) 

22 Annual US horse race 
for three-year-olds(8,5) 
■ Down 

1 Uneven (5) 

2 Gearing that converts 


September 11, 2019. 

Solution No. 13169 
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Ageless Nadal clinches his 19th Major in a thriller 


Medvedev gives the champion a run for his money, stretching the final into one of the longest in tournament history 


US OPEN 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Rafael Nadal captured his 
19th career Grand Slam title 
in thrilling fashion on Sun¬ 
day by winning the US Open 
final, outlasting Russia’s Da¬ 
niil Medvedev 7-5, 6-3, 5-7, 
4-6, 6-4 to seize his fourth 
crown in New York. 

The 33-year-old Spanish 
left-hander, who moved one 
shy of Roger Federer’s all- 
time men’s record of 20 
Grand Slam triumphs, be¬ 
came the second-oldest New 
York champion in the Open 
era after Ken Rosewall in 
1970 at age 35. 

The World No. 2 took the 
top prize of $3.85 million at 
Arthur Ashe Stadium and ad¬ 
ded to his US Open trophy 
haul from 2010, 2013 and 
2017. 

Supreme effort 

It took a supreme effort from 
the Spanish maestro, who 
nearly became the first 
player to drop the final after 
leading by two sets since Ted 
Schroeder in 1949. 

Nadal, who rose to 22-12 in 
five-set matches, had lost on¬ 
ly once at a Slam when up 
two sets, to Italy’s Fabio Fog- 
nini in the 2015 US Open 
third round. It was the se¬ 
cond Slam title of the year 
for Nadal after taking his 12th 
French Open crown in June. 

Nadal also moved one shy 
of the Open era record of five 
US Open titles won by Feder- 
er, Jimmy Connors and Pete 
Sampras. 

Medvedev, 23, who saw 
his career-best 12-match win 
streak snapped, would have 
been the first Russian to win 
a Grand Slam title since Ma¬ 
rat Safin at the 2005 Austra¬ 
lian Open and the first Rus¬ 
sian to win the US Open 
since Safin in 2000. 

On a knife’s edge at 5-5 in 
the third set, Medvedev 



©: 


Congrats to Rafa for creating more history 
I in our sport and showcasing amazing 
fighting spirit. And congrats to Daniil for 
an incredible summer on hardcourt in USA 

NOVAK DJOKOVIC 


O Congratulations @RafaelNadal, a 
gutsy victory. Stand tall friend, you 
are closing in, it was a privilege to 
present this trophy to you 

ROD LAVER 


O One for the ages! Absolutely incredible #USOpen 
Men’s Singles Final with the indomitable @ 
RafaelNadal winning his fourth US Open title. 
Congratulations, Rafa! #USOpenFinals 

BILLIE JEAN KING 


GRAPHIC: A. GANESHAN 


reeled off eight of the last 
nine points to force a fourth, 
breaking Nadal in the 12th 
game with a backhand 
winner. 

Nadal was broken in the 
10th game of the fourth set to 
force a fifth when Medvedev 
blasted a sterling backhand 
return winner. Nadal saved 


three break chances to hold 
in the second game of the 
fifth set, fired a backhand 
volley winner to break Med¬ 
vedev in the fifth game and 
seized a 5-2 edge when Med¬ 
vedev hit an overhead smash 
long. 

Serving for the match, Na¬ 
dal was broken when umpire 


Ali Nili issued him a time vio¬ 
lation for his first serve and 
the Spaniard sent his second 
long, the crowd booing Nili 
for his call. 

High drama 

Nadal squandered two break 
and match-points in the 
ninth game as the drama in¬ 


tensified. Again serving for 
the match, Nadal saved a 
break-point then hit a fore¬ 
hand drop volley for his third 
match-point chance and 
Medvedev sent a forehand 
return long to end matters. 

Nadal screamed and fell to 
the court on his back in joy 
and exhaustion. 


THE RESULTS 


FINALS 

Men: 2-Rafael NadaL (Esp) bt 5- 
Daniil Medvedev (Rus) 7-5, 6-3, 
5-7, 4-6, 6-4. 

Women: Doubles: 4-Elise Mer- 
tens (Bel) & Aryna SabaLenka 
(BLr) bt 8-Victoria Azarenka (Blr) 
& Ashleigh Barty (Aus) 7-5, 7-5. 


Unbelievable and 
outrageous: Medvedev 

Thanks crowd for fuelling fightback 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Daniil Medvedev said the 
energy of the New York 
crowd helped instigate his 
stunning fightback that saw 
him fall just short against 
Rafael Nadal in Sunday’s US 
Open final. 

The Russian fifth seed 
dropped the first two sets in 
his first Grand Slam final but 
charged back to force a de¬ 
cider, almost erasing a dou¬ 
ble-break deficit in the fifth 
set before going down 7-5, 
6-3, 5-7, 4-6, 6-4. 

“First of all I just want to 
congratulate Rafa, 19th 
Grand Slam title is someth¬ 
ing unbelievable, outrage¬ 
ous,” Medvedev said. “What 
you’ve done for tennis in 
general, it’s amazing for our 
sport. Thank you and con¬ 
grats again.” 

Love-hate relationship 

Medvedev has experienced 
a love-hate relationship with 
fans at Flushing Meadows 
after an obscene gesture in a 
third-round match prompt¬ 
ed loud boos, to which the 
Russian later responded 
with a taunt of his own. 

But the 23-year-old won 
the crowd over during his 
run to the final, where he 
was attempting to become 
the youngest Grand Slam 
champion since Juan Martin 
del Potro won the US Open 
in 2009. 

“To be honest, in my 
mind, I was already think¬ 
ing, ‘What do I say in the 
speech, it’s going to be in 20 
minutes,” Medvedev re¬ 
called, having fallen two 
sets behind to Nadal. 

“I was like I have to fight 
for every ball, and it went 
further but it didn’t go my 
way. I know earlier in the 
tournament I said a bad 
thing, and now it’s a good 
thing. 

“It’s because of your 



Let's hear it! Daniil 
Medvedev won over the 
New York crowd 
eventually, -afp 

Tonight is going to 
always be in my 
mind because I 
played in the 
biggest court in the 
tennis world 

Medvedev 

energy that I’m here in the 
final. I mean, tonight is go¬ 
ing to always be in my mind 
because I played in the big¬ 
gest court in the tennis 
world. 

Electric 

“You guys were pushing me 
to prolong this match be¬ 
cause you want to see more 
tennis. Because of you guys, 
I was fighting like hell. It’s 
electric. You were booing 
me for a reason. 

I can also change because 
I am a human being and I 
can make mistakes. Thank 
you very much from the bot¬ 
tom of my heart,” he said. 


+ Rashid spins it Afghanistan’s way 


Shardul and Gill put India-A in command + 


Rain almost comes to Bangladesh’s rescue 

Afghanistan's remarkable journey 


FEWEST TESTS TO A DOUBLE (50 and 10-wicket match haul) 


1 John Lever 53 & 10-70 (Eng vs Ind, Delhi, 1976-77) 

3 Rashid Khan 51 & 11-104 (Afg vs Ban, Chittagong, 2019) 
5 Dion Nash 56 & 11-169 (NZ vs Eng, Lord's, 1994) 


■ 


CAPTAINS WITH A FIFTY AND 10 WICKETS IN A TEST 


Imran Khan 117 & 11-180, vs Ind, Faisalabad, 1982-83 
Allan Border 75 & 11-96, vs Wl, Sydney, 1988-89 
Rashid Khan 51 & 11-104, v Ban, Chittagong, 2019 


1 Rashid is 
the only 
debutant 
Test captain 
to claim a 
10-wicket 
match-haul 
and also hit a 
half-century in 
an innings in 
the same Test 


1 m 

l.i 


0 


■ Afghanistan is the only Test side after 
Australia to win two of its first three Tests 


Australia 

Afghanistan 



(1877 to 1879) 
(2018 to 2019) 


■ Bangladesh has Lost its first Test against all 
opponents, the Latest being Afghanistan 

■ Rashid is the second Leg-spinner after Abdul 
Qadir (vs Eng, 1987) to have six Ibw victims 

in a Test 

■ Afghanistan attained Test status in 2017 
and played its first match against India at 
Bengaluru in 2018 


■ Bangladesh, too, 
played against India 
in its inaugural Test 
in 2000 

■ Rahmat Shah is 
the first Afghanistan 
batsman to score a 
Test century, achiev¬ 
ing the feat in the 
Chittagong Test. He 
had missed a century 
against Ireland in 
the previous Test by 
two runs. His scores 
were: 98 and 76 


/ 

4 



A handful: Shardul Thakur made full use of the conditions. 


COMPILED BY P. SATISH KUMAR 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

CHITTAGONG 

Rashid Khan claimed six for 
49 and completed his mai¬ 
den 10-wicket haul as Af¬ 
ghanistan defied rain and 
fading light to beat Bangla¬ 
desh by a massive 224 runs 
in the one-off Test here on 
Monday. 

Rashid grabbed three of 
the remaining four wickets 
as Afghanistan took 17.2 ov¬ 
ers on the fifth day to bowl 
out Bangladesh for 173 in the 
second innings after the host 
resumed at 136 for six. 

Interruptions 

Play started on the fifth day 
at 1 p.m. local time after rain 
wiped out the first session. It 
returned in abundance after 
the visitors bowled just 2.1 
overs without being able to 
inflict any damage on the 
home side. 

Play resumed again at 
4:20 p.m. and Afghanistan 
was given 18.3 overs to bowl 
out Bangladesh, which was 
chasing a target of 398. 

Left-arm chinaman bow¬ 
ler Zahir Khan dismissed 
overnight batsman Shakib Al 
Hasan caught behind off the 
first ball after the 


resumption. 

Rashid trapped Mehidy 
Hasan in front and dismis¬ 
sed Taijul Islam in the next 
over for a duck to leave the 
last-wicket pair of Soumya 
Sarkar and Nayeem Hasan to 
survive 7.3 overs. 

Soumya was the last man 
dismissed when he flicked 
Rashid to Ibrahim Zadran at 
short-leg with 20 balls left in 
the game as Afghanistan 
completed its second win af¬ 
ter playing just three Tests. 

Rashid, who made his de¬ 
but as the youngest-ever 
Test captain in this match, 
finished the game with 11 
wickets which included a 
first innings haul of five for 
54. 

The Afghan skipper, who 
also made 51 and 24 runs in 
two innings, was named 
Man-of-the-Match. 

Credit to coaching staff 

“We are new to this format, 
so credit goes to the coach¬ 
ing staff for their support. 
Everyone applied them¬ 
selves and stuck to their 
plans,” said Rashid. 

Bangladesh skipper Sha¬ 
kib was full of praise for Af¬ 
ghanistan. 


“They deserve this victo¬ 
ry. After playing for 20 
years, we can’t say it’s a 
build-up process,” he said. 

“It’s been a while since we 
played our last Test match, 
but Afghanistan kept the 
pressure on us, credit goes 
to their hard work.” 


scoreboard 


Afghanistan - 1st innings: 342. 
Bangladesh - 1st innings: 205. 
Afghanistan - 2nd innings: 

260. 

Bangladesh - 2nd innings: Li- 

ton Das Lbw b Zahir 9, Shadman 
Islam lbw b Nabi 41, Mosaddek 
Hossain c Asghar b Zahir 12, 
Mushfiqur Rahim Lbw b Rashid 
23, Mominul Haque Lbw b Rash¬ 
id 3, Shakib Al Hasan c Zazai b 
Zahir 44, Mahmudullah c Za¬ 
dran b Rashid 7, Soumya Sarkar 
c Zadran b Rashid 15, Mehidy 
Hasan lbw b Rashid 12, Taijul Is¬ 
lam Lbw b Rashid 0, Nayeem 
Hasan (not out) 1; Extras (b-4, 
Lb-2): 6. Total (in 61.4 overs): 
173. 

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-52, 3- 
78, 4-82, 5-106, 6-125, 7-143, 
8-166,9-166. 

Afghanistan bowling: Yamin 4- 
1-14-0, Nabi 20-5-39-1, Rashid 
21.4-6-49-6, Zahir 15-0-59-3, 
Qaisl-0-6-0. 

Afghanistan won by 224 runs. 


sa-a IN INDIA 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

It will be hard to say if Shub- 
man Gill could have enjoyed 
a better day as captain as he 
had on the opening day of 
the four-day unofficial Test 
match against South Africa-A 
at Sports Hub on Monday. 

In the morning. Gill won 
an important toss and invit¬ 
ed the opposition to bat on a 
wicket which had sufficient 
grass on it. 

His bowlers obliged and 
dismissed the visitors for 164 
runs and at stumps, Gill was 
unbeaten on 66 (108b, 9x4, 
1x6) that saw India-A in com¬ 
manding position at 129 for 
two. 

Shardul Thakur and Mo¬ 
hammed Siraj made the ball 
to zip around and within an 
hour, half of the South Afri¬ 
can batting line-up was back 
in the dressing room (22 for 
five). Thakur, in the first ov¬ 
er, prised out skipper Aiden 
Markram with a perfect de¬ 
livery that pitched and 

ICA invites 
applications 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Indian Cricketers’ As¬ 
sociation (ICA) has invited 
membership applications 
from retired cricketers. 

The BCCI announced on 
Monday that retired cricke¬ 
ters - men, women and 
differently-abled - may 
submit applications 
through its website on or 
before September 21. 

Men’s and women’s 
players who have featured 
in an international match 
in any format are eligible to 
become direct members. 
Men who have played at 
least 10 First Class (FC) 
matches (three ODIs and 
five T20 appearances to be 
counted as one FC) and fe¬ 
male cricketers with five 
FC appearances will also 
qualify. But, there is ambi¬ 
guity over the eligibility of 
the differently-abled. 


seamed away to take the 
edge which was snapped up 
by ‘keeper K.S. Bharat. Siraj 
accounted for the other 
opener Pieter Malan in simi¬ 
lar fashion to leave South 
Africa zero for two. 

Thakur (three for 29) en¬ 
joyed the conditions and 
bowled with aggression and 
persistence. Only Dane 
Piedt, who played fluently 
for his 33 until he was bow¬ 
led by Goutham, showed the 
necessary temperament on a 
rack which eased out as the 
sun came on. 

The left-handed Marco 
Jansen, who top-scored with 
an unbeaten 45, attacked In¬ 
dia-A spinners Gowtham and 
Shahbaz Nadeem to add use¬ 
ful runs with the tail. 

Wayward 

Lungi Ngidi and Lutho Si- 
pamla were wayward with 
the new ball. Openers Rutu- 
raj Gaikwad and Gill were 
presented enough scoring 
opportunities early in their 
innings. Gaikwad and Gill 
quickly added 48 runs for 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

MUMBAI 

Despite being among the 
most prolific batsmen on the 
domestic circuit for almost 
two decades, the India 
dressing room eluded Amol 
Muzumdar. But his second 
innings, as a coach, has pre¬ 
sented him with the biggest 
assignment at the right time. 

The former Mumbai cap¬ 
tain was announced as South 
Africa’s interim batting 
coach on Monday for its 
three-Test series in India, to 
be played in October. 

“It means a lot. It’s an in¬ 
ternational assignment, a 
huge opportunity and am 
looking forward to it. Ob¬ 
viously India in India is a big 
challenge but that’s the 
name of the game,” an excit¬ 
ed Muzumdar told The Hin¬ 
du after Cricket South Africa 
announced his appoint- 


the first wicket before Jansen 
bowled the former through 
the gate. Gill, who survived a 
chance on 39, added 58 runs 
for the second wicket with 
Ricky Bhui. But Ngidi in his 
second spell dismissed Bhui 
who played on. Gill crossed 
his 50 and played a few auda¬ 
cious strokes before the 
close to send an ominous sig- 



AmolMuzumdar. -filephoto 


ment. The series will be 
South Africa’s maiden as¬ 
signment in the World Test 
Championship. 

Impressive CV 

Muzumdar was among the 
shortlisted candidates for 
the post of India’s batting 
coach - before Vikram Rath- 
our replaced Sanjay Bangar 
- and the NCA batting coach. 


nal to the visitors. 

In the morning, Goutham 
passed the fitness test. Jalaj 
Saxena, who was a last mi¬ 
nute inclusion in the squad 
as a cover for K. Gowtham, 
played as Anmolpreet Singh 
pulled out due to back 
spasm. Vijay Shankar who 
injured his thumb again dur¬ 
ing practice didn’t play as a 


But once CSA got in touch 
with him last week, Muzum¬ 
dar, who has an impressive 
CV as coach both in terms of 
qualification and exposure, 
grabbed the opportunity. 

“It seemed that (NCA bat¬ 
ting coach) was not happen¬ 
ing. And this is an interna¬ 
tional assignment, so I didn’t 
think twice before accepting 
it,” said Muzumdar. 

Being a certified high-per¬ 
formance coach by the BCCI, 
Cricket Australia and the En¬ 
gland and Wales Cricket 
Board, Muzumdar has in the 
last five years worked with 
the Netherlands national 
team, the India Under-19 and 
India Under-23 outfits. But 
he stressed that his two sea¬ 
sons with Rajasthan Royals 
as batting coach have helped 
him immensely. 

“Of course doing the IPL 
with Rajasthan Royals has gi- 


precautionary measure. 

The scores: South Africa-A - 
1st innings: Aiden Markram c 
Bharat b Siraj 0, Pieter Malan c 
Bharat b Shardul 0, Zubayr 
Hamza b Nadeem 13, Khayelihle 
Zondo c Bharat b Shardul 6, 
Senuran Muthuswamy run out 
12, Heinrich Klaasen c Nadeem 
b Shardul 0, Wiaan Mulder c 
Dube b Gowtham 21, Dane 
Piedt b Gowtham 33, Marco 
Jansen (not out) 45, Lutho Si- 
pamla b Gowtham 9, Lungi Ngi¬ 
di b Nadeem 15. Extras (b-4, 
lb-5, nb-1): 10; Total (in 51.5 ov¬ 
ers): 164. 

Fall of wickets: 0-1, 0-2,3-18, 
4-20, 5-22, 6-52, 7-70, 8-101, 
9-131. 

India-A bowling: Siraj 9-4-20-1, 
Shardul 12-4-29-3, Nadeem 
12.5-4-37-2, Gowtham 14-2- 
64-3, Dube 4-2-5-0. 

India-A - 1st innings: Ruturaj 
Gaikwad b Jansen 30, Shubman 
Gill (batting) 66, Ricky Bhui b 
Ngidi 26, Ankeet Bawane (bat¬ 
ting) 6; Extras (lb-1): 1. Total 
(for two wkts. in 38 overs): 129. 
Fall of wickets: 1-48, 2-106. 
South Africa-A bowling: Ngidi 
6-2-18-1, Sipamla 6-1-23-0, 
Jansen 8-1-31-1, Piedt 10-1- 
39-0, Mulder 5-1 -13-0, Muthus¬ 
wamy 3-1-4-0. 


ven a platform and the expo¬ 
sure to coaching. I hope I 
can translate it at the highest 
level,” said Muzumdar, a 
winner of eight Ranji Trophy 
titles, besides being the se¬ 
cond-highest run-getter in 
India’s premier domestic 
tournament. 

Timing critical 

Timing is said to be critical 
for a batsman, with the wil¬ 
low as well as for an oppor¬ 
tunity at the highest level. 
Despite scoring heavily for 
almost two decades, an in¬ 
ternational call-up eluded 
Muzumdar during his play¬ 
ing days. 

As he prepares to join 
South Africa’s squad on Sep¬ 
tember 20, the 44-year-old 
hopes he can make the new 
opportunity count, consi¬ 
dering it “has come at the 
right time”. 


Muzumdar hopes to make it count 

Former Mumbai captain named South Africa’s interim batting coach 
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Stopped at Maranello, feted at Monza 

Leclerc soaked up the pressure to give Ferrari its biggest win on home soil 



Paying dividends: Leclerc is the first successful product of the Ferrari Driver Academy, -afp 


FORMULA ONE 


S. DIP AK RAGAV 

MONZA 

At 21, Charles Leclerc has the 
composure of a veteran as he 
has had to battle hard for his 
first two Formula One victo¬ 
ries - in Belgium last week 
and here in Italy on Sunday. 

He soaked up the pres¬ 
sure from the best in the bu¬ 
siness - Lewis Hamilton and 
Valtteri Bottas - to give Fer¬ 
rari its biggest win on home 
soil for the first time in nine 
years. It is a remarkable jour¬ 
ney for the driver from Mo¬ 
naco who is the first success¬ 
ful product of the Ferrari 
Driver Academy. 

On Sunday, Leclerc re¬ 
called his first time in Mara¬ 
nello and how he was not al¬ 
lowed to enter the factory 
when he accompanied his 
mentor Jules Bianchi, the 
French driver who passed 
away in 2015 after sustaining 
serious injuries during the 
2014 Japanese GP. 

“For the first time, I went 
there with Jules who had 
some TV work. He tried to 
let me in with him but they 


decided I couldn’t go in. I re¬ 
member dreaming of going 
through these doors and see 
how FI teams work,” said Le¬ 
clerc. Asked to describe the 
feeling of winning for Ferrari 
on Italian soil, Leclerc said, 
“I don’t know how you say it 
in English: liberation... yeah, 
freedom. More or less this. 
How many laps were there in 
the race? 53. 53 laps felt a lot 
longer than that as I felt a lot 
of pressure from behind. 


“So, obviously, from once 
I crossed the finish line until 
now it is just pure happiness. 

“It was the first weekend 
in my life I focused on win¬ 
ning. From Wednesday, see¬ 
ing the support we had, it 
was just incredible. I wanted 
to win in front of all those 
guys. Normally I focus on the 
job in the car, which is easy. 

“During the race, I was 
thinking what the win would 
mean to the fans. It added to 


the pressure.” 

Leclerc could have won in 
Bahrain, but a car trouble 
saw him just finish on the po¬ 
dium while in Austria, he 
missed a chance in the final 
few laps after a controversial 
clash with Max Verstappen. 
Leclerc revealed that he has 
changed his approach to rac¬ 
ing after that incident, and 
that helped him on Sunday. 

(The writer is in Monza at 
the invitation ofPetronas). 


The Ashes story so far 


T o p |u n- getters 




M 

Inns 

N.O^ 

Runs 

HS 

Avg. 

100s 

50s 

Smith 

3 

5 

0 

671 

211 

134.20 

3 

2 

Labuschagne 

3 

5 

0 

291 

80 

58.20 

0 

4 

Wade 

4 

8 

0 

201 

110 

25.12 

1 

0 

Stokes 

4 

8 

2 

354 

135* 

59.00 

2 

1 

Burns 

4 

8 

0 

323 

133 

40.37 

1 

2 

Root 

4 

8 

0 

247 

77 

30.87 

0 

3 


Top wicket-takers 



M 

Overs 

Wkts 

BBI 

BBM 

Avg. 

SR 

5WI 1 

Cummins 

4 

164.1 

24 

4-32 

7-103 

17.41 

41.00 

0 

Hazlewood 

3 

121.2 

18 

5-30 

9-115 

16.88 

40.40 

1 

Lyon 

4 

214 

16 

6-49 

9-161 

36.68 

80.20 

1 

Broad 

4 

148.1 

19 

5-86 

6-177 

26.63 

46.70 

1 

Archer 

3 

116.1 

16 

6-45 

8-85 

19.87 

43.50 

1 

Woakes 

3 

78 

9 

3-58 

4-104 

29.00 

52.00 

0 


Fifth match: Sept. 12 to 16, The Oval | Australia leads series 2-1 1 stats upto the fourth Test at old Trafford 


Indian men to take on Russia 

Tricky opponent for women, face USA for Olympic spots 


HOCKEY 


THE DRAW (HOME TEAMS FIRST) 


Series against 
Lanka on: PCB 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KARACHI 

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) said on Monday the 
scheduled home series 
against Sri Lanka will go 
ahead despite top players 
from the island nation pull¬ 
ing out of the tour. Sri Lan¬ 
ka Cricket (SLC) had given 
the freedom to its players 
to choose if they wanted to 
travel to Pakistan. 

Lasith Malinga, Angelo 
Mathews and Thisara Pere- 
ra are among the 10 players 
who have decided against 
travelling to Pakistan, cit¬ 
ing security concerns. 

“We understand the sit¬ 
uation the Sri Lankan 
board is facing and we 
know they can’t force any 
of their players to come for 
the tour which still remains 
very important to us,” said 
a PCB official. 


Pollard named 
Windies’ ODI, 
T20I skipper 



Pollard, -filephoto 
IANS 


NEW DELHI 

Cricket West Indies (CWI), 
following a disappointing 
performance at the World 
Cup and a whitewash 
against India, has named 
Kieron Pollard captain in li¬ 
mited-overs cricket, re¬ 
placing Jason Holder 
(ODIs) and Carlos Brath- 
waite (T20Is). 

Sushant and 
Atharvastar 
for India u-19 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

COLOMBO 

India scraped through by 
three wickets against Af¬ 
ghanistan in the ACC un- 
der-19 Asia Cup on 
Monday. 

Medium-pacer Sushant 
Mishra (five for 20) and 
left-arm spinner Atharva 
Ankolekar (four for 16) shot 
out Afghanistan for 124. 

In reply, the Indian colts 
survived some tense mo¬ 
ments before Karan Lai (13 
not out) and Purnank Tyagi 
(11 not out) saw the team 
home in the 39th over. 

The scores: Afghanistan 124 
in 40.1 overs (Farhan Zakhil 
29, Sediqullah Atal 25, Abi- 
dullah Taniwal 39, Sushant 
Mishra five for 20, Atharva 
Ankolekar four for 16) lost to 
India 128 for seven in 38.4 ov¬ 
ers (Salil Arora 29, Shashwat 
Rawat 29, Noor Ahmad four 
for 30). 



UTHR A GANESAN 
NEW DELHI 

The Indian men’s hockey 
team was handed a relatively 
easier tie for the Olympic 
Qualifiers on Monday, draw¬ 
ing World No. 22 Russia for 
the two-legged clash that 
would decide who goes to 
Tokyo 2020. The women, 
meanwhile, face a tricky op¬ 
ponent in USA. 

The draw to decide the se¬ 
ven pairs for the remaining 
Olympic slots was held at the 
FIH headquarters in Lau¬ 
sanne with the top-ranked 
teams getting to host the 
ties. India would be hosting 
both the men’s and women’s 
ties at Bhubaneswar with the 
matches being played back- 
to-back on November 1 and 
2 . 

India has played Russia 
only twice in the past 12 
years, the last being a 10-0 
victory at the FIH Series Fi¬ 
nals earlier this year at the 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICO L KATA 

UP Yoddha’s superb team 
work propelled it to a bril¬ 
liant 33-26 win over Gujarat 
Fortunegiants in the Pro Ka- 
baddi League on Monday. 

Yoddha raised their game 
to gather eight points, includ¬ 
ing three by making Fortune- 
giants all out, in the last five 
minutes of the opening 
period. 

Surender Gill, Rishank De- 
vadiga earned three points 
apiece and Shrikant Jadhav 
contributed two through 
raids as Yoddha took a 16-9 
lead at the breather. 

In the eventful second 
half, Yoddha maintained 
their stranglehold to perform 
another all out within six mi¬ 
nutes. But Fortunegiants, po¬ 
sitioned at the eighth spot, 



Men 

■ October 25-26: Spain vs 
France 

■ October 26-27: The 

Netherlands vs Pakistan, 
Canada vs Ireland 

■ November 1-2: India vs 
Russia 

■ November 2-3: New 

Zealand vs Korea, Germany 
vs Austria, Great Britain vs 
Malaysia 


same venue. That game saw 
the Indians take time to 
warm up before the compre¬ 
hensive win against a 
doughty Russian defence. 
Prior to that the teams had 
clashed at the 2008 Olympic 
qualifiers, when India omi¬ 
nously missed out on an 
Olympic ticket for the first 
time ever. 

“There is no room for 
complacency because we 


fought back dramatically be¬ 
fore Yoddha killed time to 
cling on to their lead. 

Patna Pirates rode on Par- 
deep Narwal’s26 points to 
steamroller Tamil Thalaivas 
51-25. 

The results: UP Yoddha 33 (Shri- 



Women 

■ October 25-26: Australia vs 
Russia, China vs Belgium, 
Spain vs Korea 

■ November 1-2: India vs 
USA, Germany vs Italy, 
Great Britain vs Chile, 
Ireland vs Canada 


have seen what Russia is 
capable of. I am sure they 
will come well prepared so it 
is important to remain fo¬ 
cused and play our best,” 
captain Manpreet Singh 
said. 

For the women, though, 
the road would be compara¬ 
tively tougher. Ranked 9th, 
India would take on former 
bronze medallist and World 
No. 13 USA. 

“The team has been per¬ 
forming well in the last few 
months. The players are 
confident and charged up,” 
coach Sjoerd Marijne said. 


kant 6, Surender 6, Rishank 5, 
Sumit 5, Nitesh 4) bt Gujarat For¬ 
tunegiants 26 (Sachin 10, Sunil 
Kumar 7). 

Patna Pirates 51 (Pardeep 
Narwal 26, Jaideep 7) bt Tamil 
Thalaivas 25 (V. Ajith Kumar 10, 
Rahul Chaudhari 5). 



UP Yoddha pulls off a remarkable win 

Pardeep Narwal’s heroics help Pirates steamroller Thalaivas 



Impact player: Surender Gill on the attack for UP Yoddha. 


■RAJEEV BHATT 


India truly up and against it 

Faces a difficult away game against Qatar today 


WC QUALIFIERS 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DOHA 

A heart-breaking loss in the 
campaign-opener has dent¬ 
ed its chances of moving 
ahead and the Indian foot¬ 
ball team faces another 
uphill task when it takes on 
Asian champion Qatar in its 
most difficult match of the 
World Cup second round 
qualifiers here on Tuesday. 

Ranked 62nd in the 
world, Qatar will start Tues¬ 


day’s Group E match against 
103rd-ranked India as over¬ 
whelming favourite. 

Captain Sunil Chhetri 
conceded that it will be the 
most difficult match of the 
campaign. “We are, howev¬ 
er, looking forward to it... 
there will be a fight, no mat¬ 
ter who we play. We have to 
make sure we don’t repeat 
the small mistakes that cost 
us (against Oman),” the 35- 
year-old said. 

Head coach Igor Stimac, 
who prefers possession- 


based football by building 
from the back, sought to 
dwell on the positives from 
the Oman match and said 
that his side has nothing to 
fear against Qatar. 

“Qatar are the strongest 
team in the group and play¬ 
ing them will not be easy. 
However, it’s a great oppor¬ 
tunity to learn from. We 
have to change 4-5 players. 
There is no reason to fear 
and we shall look to score 
goals and play good foot¬ 
ball,” Stimac said. 


USA sets up 
quarterfinal 
against France 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SHENZHEN 

Reigning two-time cham¬ 
pion the United States dis¬ 
missed Brazil 89-73, to set 
up a quarterfinal with 
France, in the basketball 
World Cup on Monday. 

Gregg Popovich’s young 
team was already assured of 
a place in the last-eight, but 
it still made it five wins in a 
row to top Group K. Wed¬ 
nesday's clash with France 
will be a tougher 
proposition. 


Hari Krishna leads strong Indian challenge 

Anand stays away to concentrate on the FIDE Grand Swiss 


Play well, finish well, 
repeat: Nihal Sarin 


RAKE SH RAO 

NEW DELHI 

At 15, Nihal Sarin’s 
maturity has already 
caught the eye of the 
discerning in the chess 
world. 

Over the next three 
days, this Thrissur-based 
Grandmaster could well 
make some heads turn as 
he readies to debut in the 
$1,600,000 World Cup 
against Peru No. 1 Cori 
Jorge in Khanty Mansisyk 
(Russia) on Tuesday. 

Sharing his views with 
the The Hindu ahead of 
the ‘big’ test, Nihal says 
of his rival, “He is a 
strong player. I will have 


to play at my best to 
proceed.” 

Nihal is ready to “take 
one game at a time” 
without having great 
expectations. “Classical 
time-control is more or 
less similar to the ones in 
big tournaments. Should 
the match go into the 
tie-break day, my 
experience of having 
played the rapid time 
control at the Tata Steel 
event (in Kolkata last 
November) could prove 
useful.” 

“I will try my best.” 
Nihal said, “I want to play 
each game well, finish 
well and repeat that.” 


CHESS WORLD CUP 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

KHANTY MANSIYSK (RUSSIA) 

The strongest Indian pre¬ 
sence, though without two- 
time champion Viswanathan 
Anand, promises some excit¬ 
ing times when the World 
Cup chess championship 
opens here on Tuesday. 

For the first time, the field 
of 128 includes 10 Indians in 
an event that offers a prize- 
fund of $1,600,00. Only Rus¬ 
sia (28) has more partici¬ 
pants. In the last edition in 
2017, six Indians played and 
all exited before the fourth 
round. 

Anand withdrew to con¬ 
centrate on the FIDE Grand 
Swiss due to begin a few days 
after the World Cup. Alth¬ 
ough the World Cup offers 
two spots for the Candidates 
tournament (played to ascer¬ 
tain Magnus Carlsen’s chal¬ 
lenger in the next World title 
match), Anand chose to 
chase the lone Candidates’ 
spot offered in the Grand 
Swiss league. It appears that 
Anand preferred the Swiss 
format to the knockout for¬ 
mat of the World Cup. 

No Carlsen or Caruana 

Carlsen and Fabiano Carua¬ 
na, the last challenger, have 



P. Harikrishna. 


■ FILE PHOTO: V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM 

decided to skip the event. Al¬ 
so missing from the line-up 
is Veselin Topalov. 

World No. 3 and in-form 
Ding Liren leads the star pa¬ 
rade. 

From India, P. Hari Krish¬ 
na made the field based on 
rating while Vidit Gujrathi 
moved in from the list of re¬ 
serves after some prominent 
withdrawals. 

B. Adhiban made it due to 
the ACP wild card while M. 
Karthikeyan, S.P. Sethura- 
man, S. L. Narayanan and 
Abhijeet Gupta booked their 
berths following their per¬ 
formances in the 2019 Asian 
championship. From the 
first round to the semifinals, 
each match comprises of 
two classical games, to be 
followed by rapid or blitz tie- 


break games, if needed. 

First round pairings (involving 
Indians): P. Hari Krishna (2746) v 
Yuri Gonzalez Vidal (Cuba, 2552); 
Surya Shekhar Ganguly (2658) v 
Vladimir Fedoseev (Russia, 
2664); M. Karthikeyan (2617) v 
Ernesto Inarkiev (Russia, 2693); 
Aravindh Chithambaram (2609) v 
Michael Adams (England, 2694); 


S. L. Narayanan (2611) v David 
Anton Guijarro (Spain, 2674); B. 
Adhiban (2639) v Eduardo Iturri- 
zaga Bonelli (Venezuela, 2626); 
Vidit Gujarathi (2718) v Alan Pi- 
chot (Argentina, 2600); Abhijeet 
Gupta (2609) Anton Korobov 
(Ukraine, 2679); Nihal Sarin 
(2610) v Jorge Cori (Peru, 2676); 
S. P. Sethuraman (2624) v Tamir 
Nabaty (Israel, 2658). 
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TV PICKS 


PKL: Star Sports 1 (SD & HD), 
7.30 p.m. 



Clarke reveals he had 
skin cancer surgery 

MELBOURNE 

Former Australia cricket 
captain Michael Clarke has 
revealed he recently had a 
cancer removed from his face 
- the third operation since 
his battle started with the 
disease in 2006. The 38- 
year-old shared a picture on 
his Instagram page after the 
procedure on his forehead. 
Clarke has been diagnosed 
with three separate non¬ 
melanoma lesions since he 
hung up his boots, the 
Australian media reported. 
Clarke's first skin cancer 
diagnosis came out in 2006 
and he has been actively 
involved in raising awareness 
on the issue, pti 



Medvedev debuts 
in top four 

PARIS 

Daniil Medvedev climbed to a 
career-high fourth in the ATP 
rankings on Monday after a 
remarkable run that 
culminated in a five-set loss 
to Rafael Nadal in the US 
Open final. 

Top 5:1. Novak Djokovic (Srb, 
9,865); 2. Rafael Nadal (Esp, 
9,225); 3. Roger Federer (Sui, 
7,130); 4. Daniil Medvedev 
(Rus, 5,235); 5. Dominic 
Thiem (Aut, 4,575). afp 



Mirabai to lead Indian 
team at Worlds 


NEW DELHI 

Former champion Mirabai 
Chanu will lead a seven- 
member Indian team in the 
Weightlifting World 
championship to be held in 
Pattaya from from September 
18 to 27. The World 
Championship is a gold-level 
qualifying event for the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics. 

The squad: Mirabai (49kg), 
Jhilli Dalabehera (45kg), 
Sneha Soren (55kg) and Rakhi 
Haider (64kg); Men: Jeremy 
Lalrinnunga (67kg), Ajay 
Singh (81kg) and Achinta 
Sheuli (73). pti 



Bianca Andreescu jumps 
into top five 


PARIS 

US Open winner Bianca 
Andreescu, 200th in the 
world rankings a year ago, 
leapt to World No. 5 on 
Monday, while Ashleigh Barty 
knocked Naomi Osaka off the 
top spot. The 19-year-old 
Canadian, Andreescu, is one 
place behind Osaka, whose 
US title defence ended in the 
quarterfinals. 

Top 5:1. Ashleigh Barty (Aus, 
6,501); 2. Karolina Pliskova 
(Cze, 6,125); 3. Elina Svitolina 
(Ukr, 5,032); 4. Naomi Osaka 
(Jpn, 4,846); 5. Bianca 
Andreescu (Can, 4,835). afp 

Arjun Kadhe enters 
second round 

SHANGHAI (CHINA) 

Arjun Kadhe beat Shintaro 
Imai of Japan 7-6(2), 6-3 in 
the first round of the $81,240 
Challenger tennis tournament 
here on Monday. 

Sasi Kumar Mukund also 
made the second round with 
a 6-4, 6-1 victory over Alafia 
Ayeni of the US. 

The results: $81,240 
Challenger, Shanghai: First 
round: Arjun Kadhe bt 
Shintaro Imai (Jpn) 7-6(2), 
6-3; Sasi Kumar Mukund bt 
Alafia Ayeni (US) 6-4, 6-1. 



Jinson, Sreeshankar and Anas in squad 

AFI names 25-member contingent for Doha World Championships 



Big hope: Murali Sreeshankar, who was the first to qualify for the big event in September last 
year, recovered from a recurring heel injury and recently touched the 8m mark. 


ATHLETICS 


UTHR A GANESAN 

NEW DELHI 

The Athletics Federation of 
India restrained from nam¬ 
ing everyone who had 
achieved the qualification 
mark, dropped the ones bat¬ 
tling known injuries and 
scheduled confirmatory 
trials for non-campers while 
naming a modest 25-mem¬ 
ber contingent for the IAAF 
World Championships to be 
held in Doha later this 
month, including the relay 
squads. 

The AFI selection commit¬ 
tee meeting that went for 
more than three hours here 
on Monday, saw the federa¬ 
tion also approve, in princi¬ 
ple, the inclusion of sprin¬ 
ters Dutee Chand (100m) 
and Archana Suseentran 
(200m) and high jumper Te- 
jaswin Shankar, subject to in¬ 
vitation from the IAAF based 
on their world rankings. 

Expected names 

Among the expected names 
in the side are 1500m runner 
Jinson Johnson, who recent¬ 
ly set a new national record 
- the second time in recent 
months - en route to qualify¬ 
ing for the Worlds, and 19- 


■ FILE PHOTO 

year long jumper Murali 
Sreeshankar, who was the 
first to qualify for the big 
event in September last year. 

Having recovered form a 
recurring heel injury that 
kept him away from the 
Asian Championships, 
Sreeshankar recently 
touched the 8m mark and is 
expected to be among the 
big hopes for the federation. 

The biggest hope for the 
federation, however, re¬ 
mains the three 4x40Om re¬ 
lay teams - men, women 
and mixed - despite all of 


them bringing up the rear at 
the World Relays in Yokoha¬ 
ma in May with disappoint¬ 
ing timings. 

“The AFI, in fact, hoped 
they would finish among the 
top eight sides in an attempt 
to get a direct qualification 
for the 2020 Olympics. 

“We have invested a lot of 
time in the 400m runners, 
getting them to train under 
coach Galina Bukharina. 

“We believe the squad has 
been well prepared to deliv¬ 
er the best results on the 
World stage,” AFI president 


Adille Sumariwalla said. 

Alex Anthony, who pulled 
his hamstring during the 
third leg at the inter-State 
championships two weeks 
ago has been named in the 
relay side while the selectors 
have dropped Dharun Ayya- 
samy for the 400m Hurdles 
despite achieving the quali¬ 
fying mark. 

AFI officials said they 
wanted to concentrate on 
the relay and did not want to 
strain Dharun, also return¬ 
ing from rehabilitation, with 
two equally strenuous 


events. Also missing out is 
Arolcia Rajiv, yet to recover 
from his ankle injury, while a 
decision on Asian champion 
javelin thrower Neeraj Cho¬ 
pra was deferred for a later 
date. 

Neeraj, who underwent 
an elbow surgery in May, has 
only recently started training 
and was expected to be ex¬ 
cluded but the AFI’s decision 
to not take a final call on him 
raises hopes. 

Among the women, quar¬ 
ter miler Anjali Devi would 
have to undergo a confirma¬ 
tory trial on September 21 at 
Patiala despite having 
achieved the qualifying mark 
twice. 

The team: 

Men: M.P. Jabir (400m hur¬ 
dles), Jinson Johnson (1500m), 
Avinash Sable (3000m steeple¬ 
chase), K.T. Irfan and Devender 
Singh (20km race walk), T. Gopi 
(marathon), M. Sreeshankar 
(long jump), Tajinder Pal Singh 
Toor (shot put), Shivpal Singh 
(javelin), Muhammed Anas, Nir- 
mal Noah Tom, Alex Antony, 
Amoj Jacob, K.S. Jeevan, Dha¬ 
run Ayyasamy and Harsh Kumar 
(4x400m men and mixed 
relay). 

Women: P.U. Chitra (1500m), 
Annu Rani (javelin), Hima Das, 
V.K. Vismaya, M.R. Poovamma, 
Jisna Mathew, V. Revathi, Subha 
Venkatsan, R. Vithya (4x400m 
women and mixed relay). 


India dominates day one 

Bags 12 medals including four gold 


CYCLING 


ANANT KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

India dominated the Asia 
Track Cup cycling 2019 with 
12 medals - including four 
gold medals - on day one at 
the Velodrome, IG complex 
here on Monday. 

In the elite team sprint, 
India’s men and women’s ju¬ 
nior teams won gold. In a 
memorable result, Mayuri 
Lute of India’s second team 
- Sports Authority of India 
National Cycling Academy 
(SAINCA) - won the wo¬ 
men’s elite time trial 500m 
event. 

Deborah Harold along 
with Aleena Reji won the 
bronze medal in the team 
sprint. 

Could have done better 

Commenting on her perfor¬ 
mance, Deborah said, “I 
could have done better as 
the bronze was not my goal 
here but nevertheless, it’s a 
podium finish. 

“I am looking forward to 
the Asian Championships in 
Korea now.” 

Disappointed 

Aleena too was disappoint¬ 
ed and said, “I had one false 
start and then in the second 
start my foot came out of 


the pedal which made me 
lose a little bit of confidence 
but Deborah boosted my 
morale and we could man¬ 
age to get a podium finish.” 

Esow Alben’s debut in the 
senior category did not go as 
expected. He along with his 
teammates won bronze and 
stressed on the difficulties in 
senior level. 

“Now I know I have to 
work harder to increase my 
level and excel in the senior 
level. I need to be stronger 
and tactically smarter,” he 
said. 

Ronaldo Laitolnjan, 
meanwhile, excelled by win¬ 
ning gold in the time trial 
event with a timing of 
1:03.288s. 

Indian medallists: Men: Gold: 

Junior team sprint (Rojit, Ro¬ 
naldo Laitonjam, PaulColling- 
wood); Junior time trial 1km 
(Ronaldo). 

Silver: Junior point race 15km 
(Elangbam Singh); 4km team 
pursuit (Punam Chand, Naman 
Kapil, Harshveer Sekhon and 
Anil Manglow). 

Bronze: Team Sprint (Esow, 
Jemsh and Sandeep). 

Women: Gold: Junior team 
sprint (Triyasha Paul and Niki¬ 
ta); Elite time trial 500m 
(Mayuri Sainca); Junior time 
trial 500m (Triyasha Paul). 

Bronze: Team sprint (Deborah 
Herold and Aleena Reji). 


Shviam stuns second seed Eric 


Uzbeks dent Indian domination 


TENNIS 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

AHMEDABAD 

Shviam Sandeep Kadam of 
Maharashtra knocked out 
second seed Eric Nithilan 
6-1, 6-2 in the under-16 boys’ 
first-round of the AITA Na¬ 
tional series junior tennis 
tournament organised by 
the Altevol-Waske tennis 
academy on Monday. Nith- 
ish Baalaji Nallusamy put out 
third seed Arjun Kundu 6-3, 
6-3 in another first round en¬ 
counter. 

The results: First round: Un- 
der-16: Boys: Aayush Bhat bt 
Neelam Devaharshith 6-0, 6-2; 
Maithreya Rana bt Naveen 
Nishith 6-0, 6-1; Vaada Sidd- 
harth Reddy bt Hardik Choud- 
hary 5-7, 7-6(4), 6-4; Khush 
Sharma bt Vraj Hiteshbhai Go- 
hil 6-2, 6-0; Aman Dahiya bt 
Ananth Mani Muni 6-2 6-2; 
Yashvardhan Singh bt Sparsh 
Parmar 6-2, 6-1; Daksh Kumar 
Singh bt Mohamad Kaif 6-3, 


EURO QUALIFIERS 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

Spain and Italy moved to 
within touching distance of 
Euro 2020 on Sunday after 
posting wins over the Faroe 
Islands and Finland to main¬ 
tain their perfect qualifying 
records for next year’s tour¬ 
nament. Rodrigo and Paco 
Alcacer both scored twice in 
an easy 4-0 victory over the 
Faroes in Gijon, on a night 
when captain Sergio Ramos 


6-0; Vansh Yadav bt Hardiksinh 
Vaghela 6-4, 6-3; Nithish Baa¬ 
laji Nallusamy bt Arjun Kundu 
6-3, 6-3; Gurustat Makkar 
Singh bt Sundar Shyam 2-1 (re¬ 
tired); Ayushmaan Arjeria bt 
Chitania Harikumar 6-0, 6-3; 
Deep Munim bt Sameer Warik 
Cahir 6-0, 6-0; Sam Chawla bt 
Abhik Arora 6-0, 4-6, 6-1; Pra¬ 
sad Ingale bt Neil Norbert Pilai 
6-2, 6-1; Kushang Shah bt Gu- 
neet Singh 6-1, 7-5; Dhanya 
Shah bt Vishesh Jainish Patel 
3-6, 6-4, 6-2; Heerak Vora bt 
Nirav Shetty 6-1, 6-1; Anup Ma- 
hadev bt Maharsh Tarak Kumar 
6-3, 6-3. 

Sandesh Kurale bt Ritvik Na- 
dikude 6-2, 6-1; Ansh Kundu bt 
Om Ravindra Kakad 6-4, 6-1; 
Arjun Gohad bt Arjun Premku- 
mar 7-5, 6-4; Movva Gyangra- 
hith bt Sagar Ninad 6-1, 6-2; 
Arjun Chatterjee bt Sahil Tarn- 
bat 6-1, 6-2; Yashraj Dalvi bt 
Abhay Chhabra 6-4, 4-6, 6-2; 
Rishi Jalota bt Krish Kumar 
Karpe 6-2, 6-1; Mohammed 
Khan Alim bt Nikhil Shahane 
Radheya 6-2, 6-0; Prabjeet 
Singh Chandhok bt Aaradith 


equalled Iker Casillas’ na¬ 
tional appearances record 
with his 167th cap. 

The results: Group F: Spain 4 
(Rodrigo 13, 50, Paco Alcacer 
90, 90+3) bt Faroe Islands 0; 
Sweden 1 (Forsberg 60) drew 
with Norway 1 (Johansen 45); 
Romania 1 (Puscas47) bt Malta 
0. Group J: Armenia 4 (Mkhit- 
aryan 3, 66, Hambartsumyan 
77, Loncar 90+5-og) bt Bosnia 
& Herzegovina 2 (Dzeko 13, 
Gojak 70); Greece 1 (Masouras 
33) drew with Liechtenstein 1 
(Salanovic 85); Finland 1 (Pukki 
72-pen) lost to Italy 2 (Immo¬ 
bile 59, Jorginho 79-pen). 


Ravichandran 6-3, 6-1; Aditya 
Nandal bt Yagna Pradip Patel 
6-2, 6-4; Daksh Ashok Agarwal 
bt Daksh Prasad 6-7(1), 6-3, 
6-4; Aryan Prashant Shah bt 
Farhaan Patrawala 6-4, 3-6, 
6-2; Dhanush patel bt Kanav 
Roopak Dawer 6-0, 6-0; Shi- 
vam Sandeep Kadam bt Eric 
Nithilan 6-1, 6-2. 

Girls: Vidhi Nimesh Jani bt Aditi 
Singh 6-7(5), 6-2, 6-4; Janani 
Ramesh bt Asmi Wadhwa 6-4, 
6-2; Suhani Sabharwal bt 
Kaashvi Thapliyall 6-0, 6-1; 
Banhi Panchal bt Sakshi Thak- 
kar 6-4, 6-0; Srujana Rayarala 
bt Amishi Shukla 6-4, 6-4; 
Madhurima Sawant bt Priyanka 
Rana 6-3, 6-3; Rachita Talwar 
bt Bhumika Tripathi 6-3, 6-3; 
Pavitra Parikh bt Chahana 
Budhbhatti 6-3, 6-1; Dhvani 
Kavad bt Saaz Tandel 6-3, 6-3; 
Deepshika Sriram bt Pari Cha- 
van 6-4, 6-1; Sanjammi Arora bt 
Mahika Gupta 6-3, 6-2; Sachi 
Sharma bt Aarni Yelllu 5-7, 6-2, 
6-3; Anya Jacob bt Rajvi Pan¬ 
chal 6-0, 6-1; Sanjivani Kutwal 
bt Anoushka Sharma 7-6(1), 
6-3. 


Fahad ’tricks 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Aided by a hat-trick from 
Fahad, Mamta Modern SSS 
(New Delhi) defeated Sai- 
nik Awasiya Mahavidyalaya 
(Nepal) 4-3 in the Subroto 
Cup boys (under-18) inter¬ 
national football tourna¬ 
ment on Monday. 

The results: Pool B: SAI, Kol- 
kata 7 (Naisa Jamatia 2, Di- 
ganto Mondal 2, Uttam Ku¬ 
mar, Falguni Basumatary, 
Jaithan Subba) bt Army Public 
School, Bhopal 0; Mamta 
Modern SSS, Block H Vikaspu- 
ri, 4 (Fahad 3, Anshul) bt Sai- 
nik Awasiya Mahavidyalaya, 
Nepal 3 (Manoj Khadka, 
Buddhiman Gurung, Abhishek 
Gurung). 


CHESS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India’s domination conti¬ 
nued but hopes of a ‘golden 
sweep’ suffered a setback af¬ 
ter the eighth and penulti¬ 
mate round of the Western 
Asian youth chess cham¬ 
pionship here on Monday. 

Out of the 13 sections, in¬ 
cluding three combined 
ones, India seemed set to 


SHOOTING 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Two-time Olympian Sanjeev 
Rajput, who clinched the 
Olympic quota with a silver 
medal in the World Cup in 
Rio de Janeiro last week, led 
with 1172 in men’s rifle 3-po¬ 
sition event in the National 
shooting selection trials at 
the Dr. Kami Singh Range, 
Tughlakabad, on Monday. 

Sanjeev, who had shot 
1180 in Rio, had 390 in 
kneeling, 395 in prone and 
387 in standing positions. 

He was eight points ahead 
of Parul Kumar of Air Force, 
while Kailash Chand (1163), 
Olympian Chain Singh 
(1162), Swapnil Kusale (1162), 
Satyendra Singh (1161), Alchil 
Sheoran (1159) and Mahesh 
Kumar (1158) followed him 
into the final to be held on 
Tuesday. 

Aishwarya Pratap Singh 
Tomar, who has been shoot¬ 
ing well in recent competi¬ 
tions, shot 1153, while Gagan 


win the gold in 11. In the un- 
der-20 category, both open 
and girls, Uzbekistan was 
likely to take the titles. Over¬ 
all, India could well collect 
14 out of 16 gold medals on 
offer. 

In the under-20 section, 
Raj deep Sarkar (6.5) slipped 
from the top spot after Uz¬ 
bek Abdimalik Abdisalimov 
(7) scored over Divya Desh- 
mukh who is playing in the 
open category. 


Narang shot 1144 for the 21st 
place. 

Tomar, however, made 
the junior final in the second 
place behind Niraj Kumar. 

In the 25-metre rapid fire 
pistol event, Thomas George 
of Kerala led with 580 along 
with Vijayveer Sidhu and 
Neeraj Kumar. 

Olympian Gurpreet Singh 
shot 578, as he had 89 in the 
second stage of 4-second 
series. 

Adarsh Singh who has 
been gunning for the Olym¬ 
pic quota in the World Cups 
also had a bad 4-second se¬ 
ries of 87, in the first stage, 
which led him to a total of 
578. 

Anhad Jawanda took the 
last spot in the final with 576 
ahead of Karan Sheoyran, 
Omlcar Singh and Bhavesh 
Shekhawat who all shot the 
same score but had lesser 
number of inner-lOs. 

The rapid fire pistol final 
will also be staged on Tues¬ 
day. 


In the girls’ under-20 cate¬ 
gory, too, overnight leader 
Vantika Agarwal (6) tumbled 
following two draws. As a re¬ 
sult, Uzbek Bakhora Abdu- 
sattorova and Sakshi Chit- 
lange shared the lead at 6.5 
points. 

On the brighter side, Srijit 
Paul (6.5) snatched the lead 
from Sri Lanka’s G.M.H. Thi- 
lakarathne (5.5) in the com¬ 
bined under-18 and under-16 
section. 


FOOTBALL 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Peerless SC reaffirmed its 
giant-killer status this sea¬ 
son as it downed 39-time 
champion East Bengal by a 
solitary goal in a Calcutta 
Football League premier di¬ 
vision ‘A’ match at the lat¬ 
ter’s home on Monday. 

Peerless, which had con¬ 
vincingly beaten defending 
champion Mohun Bagan 
earlier in the League, thus 
completed a rare feat of 
beating both city giants in 
the same tournament. 

Liberian forward Ansu- 
mana Kromah, who had 
previously turned out for 
both East Bengal and Bagan, 
scored the winner from a 
65th-minute penalty that se¬ 
cured Peerless its fourth win 
in six matches and took it to 
the top of the standings. 

With 13 points from six 
matches Peerless has a two- 


Other leaders: Mrudul Dehan- 
kar (6.5, girls u-18); Greeshma 
Dhumal (6.5, girls u-16); Bha¬ 
vesh Mahajan (6, combined 
u-14 and 12); Bhagyashree Patil 
(6.5, girls u-14); Mohitha 
Vakcheri and Kheerthi Ganta 
(5.5 each, girls u-12). 

Mayank Chakkraborthy and 
G. Aakash (6 each, u-10); Vi- 
vaan Saraogi and Rosh Jain (7 
each, u-8); Tashna Agarwal 
(6.5, girls u-8); Madhvendra 
Sharma (6.5, boys u-6); Diya 
Sawal (7, girls u-6). 


point lead over Mohun Ba¬ 
gan. East Bengal remains 
fifth with 10 from six. 

With Peerless having bea¬ 
ten the two title-contenders 
and the tournament cross¬ 
ing the half-way stage, the 
possibility of new champion 
breaking their dominance is 
gradually becoming a possi¬ 
bility. Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing was the last team to out¬ 
smart the two and win the 
title in 1981. 

East Bengal struggled for 
the greater part as Peerless 
seemed to have the right 
game for the slushy condi¬ 
tions. Peerless successfully 
adopted a counter-offensive 
game that caught the home 
team defence on the wrong 
foot on quite a few occa¬ 
sions. After two of its at¬ 
tempts came off the cross¬ 
piece, Peerless was awarded 
a penalty when East Bengal 
defender Kamalpreet Singh 
brought down Pankaj Moula 
inside the box. Kromah then 
scored from the spot. 


Spain and Italy 
keeps winning 


Sanjeev Rajput leads 
rifle 3-position finalists 


Peerless stuns 
East Bengal 


Desert God claims feature event 


Mizoram, Tamil Nadu win titles 


BASKETBALL 


HYDERABAD: Desert God (A. 
Sandesh up) won the President of 
India Gold Cup, the chief event of 
the races held here on Monday 
(Sept. 9). The winner is the prop¬ 
erty of M/s. Radiant Bloodstock 
Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mrs. Sharmila 
Padmanabhan & S. Padman- 
abhan & Col. Swapan Bhadra and 
trained by S. Padmanabhan. 

1 ELUSIVE HERO PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only 
(Cat. II), (Terms): KIMBERLY 
cruise (ICiran Naidu) 1, Dimen¬ 
sion (Rohit Kumar) 2, Golden 
Faraska (N. Rawal) 3 and Speed 
Warrior (Nakhat Singh) 4.3-3/4, 2- 
1/2 and 1/2. lm, 8.19s. ?11 (w), 7, 8 
and 7 (p), SHP: 22, FP: 67, Q: 36, 
Tla: 224. Favourite: Kimberly 
Cruise. Owners: M/s. Angad 
Singh, P. Ranga Raju & IC.S.N. 
Murthy. Trainer: D. Netto. 

2 ELUSIVE HERO PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only 
(Cat. II), Terms: RENO STAR (An- 
eel) 1, Aristocrats Charm (Ajeeth 
Kumar) 2, Glendale (Umesh) 3 
and Rathasapthami (Deepak 
Singh) 4. 2-1/2, 1/2 and 3. lm, 
7.51s. UO (w), 6, 6 and 8 (p), SHP: 
18, FP: 65, Q: 25, Tla: 269. Favour¬ 
ite: Aristocrats Charm. Owner: 
Mr. H. Thambuswamy. Trainer: 
R.H. Sequeira. 

3 HALF A CROWN PLATE (DIV. 

II), (1,400m), rated 20 to 45 
(Cat. Ill): mahira (Abhay Singh) 
1, Delphina (Gaurav Singh) 2, 
Once More (Jitendra Singh) 3 and 



Dance All Night (Kunal Bande) 4. 
Nose, 3/4 and 6-1/2. lm, 26.68s. 
?145 (w), 28, 6 and 7 (p), SHP: 16, 
FP: 685, Q: 232, Tla: 1,527. Favour¬ 
ite: Once More. Owners: M/s. 
Syed Mohiuddin Mufeed & Md. 
Sultan. Trainer: M.F. Alikhan. 

4 NAWAB ICHAJA MOINUDDIN 
KHAN MEMORIAL PLATE (DIV. 
i), (1,200m), 5-y-o & over, rated 
40 to 65 (Cat. II): magical skill 
(Jitendra Singh) 1, Scooby Dooby 
Doo (Akshay Kumar) 2, Proud 
Warrior (B.R. Kumar) 3 and As- 
teria (Suraj Narredu) 4. Nk, hd 
and 2. lm, 13.97s. ?32 (w), 9,8 and 
14 (p), SHP: 22, FP: 170, Q: 82, Tla: 
1,936. Favourite: Asteria. Owner: 
M.A.M. Ramaswamy Chettiar of 
Chettinad Charitable Trust rep. 
by Mr. A.C. Muthiah. Trainer: 
Satheesh. 

5 ORIGINAL VEL MRS. RADHA 
BALASUBRAMANI GOLD CUP 
(1,400m), 3-y-o & over (Cat. II), 
(Terms): phenomenal cruise 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Ashwa 
Yashobali (A. Sandesh) 2, Be Sure 
(Nakhat Singh) 3 and Semper Fi- 
delis (Akshay Kumar) 4. Hd, 1-1/2 
and 1/2. lm, 26.63s. m (w), 5, 5 
and 6 (p), SHP: 19, FP: 34, Q: 26, 
Tla: 56. Favourite: Phenomenal 
Cruise. Owners: M/s. P. Ranga 
Raju, C. Nanda Kumar & K. Ra- 
makrishna. Trainer: D. Netto. 

6 PRESIDENT OF INDIA GOLD 
CUP (2,400m), 4-y-o & over 
(Terms): desert god (A. 



Sandesh) 1, Secretive Force (Zer- 
van) 2, My Opinion (Akshay Ku¬ 
mar) 3 and Reunion (C.S. Jodha) 
4. 6-1/2, 3-1/2 and 4-3/4. 2m, 
31.60s. ?7 (w), 7 and 6 (p), SHP: 11, 
FP: 12, Q: 9, Tla: 14. Favourite: 
Desert God. Owners: M/s. Radiant 
Bloodstoct Pvt. Ltd.rep. by Mrs. 
Sharmila Padmanabhan & Mr. S. 
Padmanabhan & Col. Swapan 
Bhadra. Trainer: Padmanabhan. 

7 NAWAB KHAJA MOINUDDIN 
KHAN MEMORIAL PLATE (DIV. 
II) (1,200m), rated 40 to 65 (Cat. 
II): yanga (Afroz Khan) 1, Arc Of 
History (Gaurav Singh) 2, 
Shandaar (C.S. Jodha) 3 and News 
O' Star (Surya Prakash) 4. 3/4, 1- 
1/4 and 1/4. lm, 13.91s. ?20 (w), 6, 
7 and 9 (p), SHP: 25, FP: 117, Q: 
50, Tla: 547. Favourite: Marina 
Del Rey. Owners: M/s. Vinay Ku¬ 
mar & Ashok Rupani. Trainer: 
Ravinder Singh. 

8 ELUSIVE HERO PLATE (DIV. 

hi), (1,100m), maiden 3-y-o 
only (Cat. II): strategist (C.S. 
Jodha) 1, Flying Queen (Suraj 
Narredu) 2, Stepper (S.G. Prasad) 
3 and Dazzling King (Umesh) 4.1- 
3/4, 2-1/2 and 1-3/4. lm, 7.81s. ?20 
(w), 9, 8 and 6 (p), SHP: 21, FP: 91, 
Q: 55, Tla: 226. Favourite: Step¬ 
per. Owner: Col.S.B. Nair. 
Trainer: R.H. Sequeira. 

Jackpot: ^1,98,208 (four tkts.), 
Runner-up: 9,993 (34 tkts.), Mini 
jkt: 592 (397 tkts.), Tr (i): 3,871 (15 
tkts.), (ii): 124 (398 tkts.), (iii): 135 
(753 tkts.). 



Indians spend 
day one 
sparring 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

EKATERINBURG (RUSSIA) 

With no competitive action 
in store for them on the 
opening day, it was spar¬ 
ring with Argentine boxers 
that kept the India boxers 
busy in the men’s World 
Championships here. 

The event features more 
than 450 boxers from 87 
countries. It was meant to 
be an Olympic qualifier but 
the administrative mess in 
the AIBA prompted the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Com¬ 
mittee to strip it of that 
status. 

The tournament will be 
contested in the revised 
eight weight categories 
(52kg, 57kg, 63kg, 69kg, 
74kg, 81kg, 91kg, +91kg) 
earmarked for Tokyo 2020, 
instead of the traditional 10 
divisions. 



SPOR TS BUREAU 

CUTTACK 

Mizoram and Tamil Nadu 
won the boys and girls titles 
respectively in the 46th sub¬ 
junior National basketball 
championships at the Jawa- 
harlal Nehru indoor stadium 
here on Monday. 

In the boys final, Mizoram 


overcame Punjab 51-46 after 
leading 22-21 at half-time. 
Maharashtra took the third 
spot after edging out Harya¬ 
na 75-73 in the losers final. 

Tamil Nadu beat Maha¬ 
rashtra 85-67 in the girls’ tit¬ 
le clash. Karnataka was 
third. 

The results: 

Boys (final): Mizoram 51 (Em¬ 
manuel 27) bt Punjab 46 (Ru- 


pansh Garg 13, Yuvraj Singh 13). 
Losers final: Maharastra 75 
(Shaik Taufiq 26, Zain Lakhami 
10) bt Haryana 73 ( Kaushal 28, 
Ankush 14). 

Girls (final): Tamil Nadu 85 
(Antheya Daisy 31, Juana Chri- 
solin 18) bt Maharashtra 67 (Sa- 
meeksha Chanda 13, Aanaya 
10 ). 

Losers final: Karnataka 56 ( La- 
vanya Sharma 10, Yashaswini 
10) bt Delhi 34 (Reha Singh 10). 



• • • 
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